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ABSTRACT
This study concerns the development of vocational agri­
cultural education in Louisiana— a period extending from the 
year 1917 tlirough the year 1958. An extensive study of the 
pre-vocational agricultural education period, from I908 to 
1917, was conducted. The study is developed around the major 
components of the vocational agricultural education program, 
including: the all-day program, state F.F.A. association,
adult education, teacher training, administration, and super- 
vision.
A study was conducted of each area comprising the total 
program to determine the evolvement of each in relation to 
the development of vocational agricultural education in 
Louisiana.
An historical approach was employed in the development 
of the study. Many of the accessible publications and reports 
and other sources of data pertaining to vocational agricultural 
education were studied with the view of analyzing and record­
ing the data pertinent to the study. Interviews were held 
between the writer and some of the early leaders in the program, 
which contributes to the validity of the study.
Louisiana’s leaders in education were cognizant of the 
need for education in agriculture at the turn of the century 
and shortly thereafter inaugurated the teaching of agriculture
xvii
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in some of the elementary schools of the state. It was antic­
ipated by these leaders that by the addition of agriculture 
to the curricula the economy of the state would be augumentated, 
boys would be led into industrious habits, and the schools 
would be connected to practical life. Other factors responsi­
ble for the addition of agriculture to the schools curricula 
were: The trend toward agricultural education in schools in
the eastern and northern states— which trend spread to Louisiana, 
the desire on the part of many school officials to reduce drop­
outs by introducing attractive courses, the desire to improve 
agricultural information in the public schools, and the desire 
to apply the educational philosophy that the main function of 
the public schools was to meet the needs of the masses who 
were not going to college.
In I9OÔ the Legislature of Louisiana passed a law for 
the encouragement of agricultural teaching in the high schools 
and voted ^500.00 to each school maintaining a course in agri­
culture approved by the State Board of Education. During I9OÔ- 
1909 there were seven agricultural high schools in Louisiana, 
although the actual addition of agriculture to the public school 
curricula in Louisiana was not provided for legally until pas­
sage of Act 306 of 1910. In 1910 the General Assembly appro­
priated ^#5,000.00 annually for two years to be used in 
establishing agricultural departments in the secondary schools 
of the state.
xviii
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The corn club movement in Lousiana, initiated in 1908 
by V. L. Roy of Avoyelles Parish, influenced the subsequent 
teaching of agriculture in the schools of Louisiana.
The number of agricultural departments has increased 
from 13 in 1917 to 233 in 1957-1958.
Progress and improvement have prevailed throughout the 
development of the agricultural education program in Louisiana. 
Some of the practices in the development of the program indi­
cating expansion and progress include: The practice of
improved teacher qualifications, building courses of study 
to meet the needs of student, development by teachers of annual 
and long-time teaching plans, increase in curricula offerings, 
improved teaching methods, adequate supervision of the program, 
providing educational programs for adult and young farmers, 
and the organization of the state F.F.A. association.
The supervision of the program is the responsibility 
of the area supervisors in the State Department of Education, 
under the direction of the State Supervisor.
The active participation of the Future Farmers of America 
members in many activities at the local, state, and national 
level has brought recognition to the F.F.A. and to the total 
vocational agricultural education program.
Teachers of vocational agriculture are trained at two 
teacher training institutions in the state, which provide an 
adequate number of well trained teachers for the state’s 
program.
xix
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The vocational agricultural education program is 
administered by the local school boards in conformity with 
the State Plan, as developed by the State Board of Education 
and approved by the United States Office of Education.
XX
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION AND STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 
INTRODUCTION
By delving into the past one can obtain information 
which will not only enable him to understand the past but 
also help in foreseeing the future. Some of the outcomes 
of studying that storehouse of knowledge comprising "the 
past" are clearer objectives, a broader perspective, and 
ultimately a better informed and more efficient worker.
The program of vocational agricultural education was 
founded upon the principles of democracy, and the development 
of vocational agricultural education reflects the concept of 
democracy. The education of farmers (present and prospective) 
is related to the social and economic success attained by 
these farmers as a result of the operation of various factors. 
Man has come to enjoy an environment and a standard of living 
heretofore unsurpassed during any period of civilization.
Progress is dependent upon the production of wealth, 
which in turn is dependent upon the conservation of natural 
and human resources. In order to secure stability and pro­
gress in a democracy, education rather than force must be 
relied upon. Education, which contributes to the conserva­
tion of natural and human resources, must be adapted to a 
wide variety of human needs and human problems, and must
1
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take many forms. Vocational education, a special form of 
education, must be considered in relation to the development 
of the material and human assets of people. Therefore, it 
must be considered in relation to the well-being of a 
democracy.
In any progressive form of a democracy, vocational 
education functions to conserve both natural resources and 
also human resources by promoting, disseminating, and trans­
mitting skills, knowledge, and the results of invention; and 
it conserves human resources by conserving human effort and 
by promoting morale and intelligence.
Regardless of their innate and vocationally developed 
abilities, people (individually or collectively) tend to be 
concerned about wealth. It is by making the most of natural 
resources, whatever these resources happen to be, that wealth 
is created. The wealth produced by an individual, by a group 
of individuals, or by a country is dependent upon the value 
of the products created from natural resources, obviously in 
terms of consumer demand. Hence, the value of such products 
depends upon the amount of skill applied in turning out these 
products. Thus, the value depends upon the efficiency of the 
operations and processes by which production is accomplished. 
Vocational education can justly claim its share of credit in 
the development of wealth rewarding skills.
Principles of Vocational Education. The great leaders 
in vocational education who established the framework for the
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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vocational education program in this country had in mind 
definite and clear-cut principles. Adherence to these prin­
ciples has resulted in the program of vocational education. 
These principles descending through the years and still 
representative of the modern-day program, reflect them­
selves in the following beliefs:
1. A belief that a trained citizenry, guided by 
trained and capable leaders, is the salvation of democracy.
2. A belief that the main purpose of education in 
a democracy is to prepare all the nation's people for the 
duties and responsibilities of all the citizens.
3. A belief that the ordinary man needs educational 
service as much as the "superior" man, and that this ordinary 
man is just as much entitled to education as is any other.
4. A belief that education is primarily training for 
thinking and doing in a socially useful way.
5. A belief that there are many forms of education 
appropriate for the varying interests and abilities of the 
many people, all of whom are worth educating.
6. A belief that everyone can and should be educated 
so that he can work for himself and for society.
7. A belief that the educator is responsible both 
for the individual and also for the social results of the 
individual's work.
8. A belief that education must be constantly 
adapted to the changing demands of life and should there­
fore never be dominated by tradition or by the mere voice 
of authority.!
Needs of Man. Any education is considered to be an 
outgrowth of the needs of society in which it exists.
^Layton S. Hawkins, Charles A. Prosser, and John C. 
Wright, Development of Vocational Education (Chicago: 
American Technical Society, 1951), p. 61.
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Education must be prepared to meet these needs individually 
or collectively, but must first realize what they are. Listed 
here are some of those common needs of man which all educators 
might well keep in mind:
1. Essentials for biological well-being, food, shelter, 
and clothing.
2. Essentials for social well-being, relationships 
with other human beings in both large and small groups through 
which he may obtain affection, recognition, and status in the 
group.
3. Work, through which man may feel useful, and lei­
sure, in which to play.
4. Struggle, through which man may grow.
5. Opportunity, to develop any special talents that 
one may have, including intellectual and aesthetic interests.
6. Freedom to manage one's own affairs and to partic­
ipate in the management of the common welfare coupled with 
the acceptance of responsibility which accompanies this free­
dom.
7. Religion and a philosophy of life, which will give 
direction to one’s life and help the person to see himself 
and his responsibilities in relation to the "Power, not our­
selves, which makes for righteousness.
It is a characteristic of human beings to grow physi­
cally, intellectually, emotionally, socially, and spiritually. 
All of these types of growth are inseparable. Human beings 
have to adapt themselves to the environment of the world in 
which they live, but they also can utilize and change parts 
of this world to satisfy their purposes. The changes in
^Stella Van Petten Henderson, Introduction to 
Philosophy of Education (Chicago: The University of
Chicago Press, 1947), p. 90.
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human beings resulting from their experiences are called 
"learning.” The entire process of growth and development in 
which this learning takes place is known as "education." If 
there has been no change, there has been no learning.
Environment and Learning. Regardless of what philos­
ophy of education an individual subscribes to, one cannot 
overlook the importance of environment and the impact that 
environment has upon human growth and development.
The human being cannot be separated into a mind and 
a body; neither can a human being be separated from his envi­
ronment, with its accumulation of knowledge, skills, art, 
ideals, language, customs, religion, buildings, and machines—  
both immaterial and material in nature.
One cannot, however, overlook the importance of potential 
ability for developing and learning— the innate qualities of 
the human being. If a learner did not have a potential ability 
to understand the discriminate use of language, he could not 
be educated.
Emotional development and character growth are partic­
ularly influenced by the environment. The pattern of the 
personality of the individual is not an inborn latency which 
merely requires time to unfold and mature.
Vocational Education. A phase of vocational education, 
agricultural education, currently under study by this writer, 
has been in existence in Louisiana for many years. General
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agriculture as a subject had its beginning in the public 
schools of Louisiana in 1903, when the State Board of Educa­
tion, at its meeting in October of that year, made the study 
of agriculture compulsory. The need for this basic subject 
was recognized and the subject was highly recommended by the 
state school officials, who in turn encouraged the state 
legislature to take the necessary legal action in directing 
the public schools to provide for general agriculture in the 
curriculum.
Agriculture v/as first taught in the elementary schools 
in 1904, and was first taught in the secondary school in 1909. 
However, the schools did not offer vocational agriculture as 
such until 1917— when Congress passed the Smith-Hughes Act.
A stipulation of the federal government, as found in the 
Smith-Hughes Act, requires that a state include in its state 
plan a provision whereby persons enrolled in the vocational 
agricultural training program must make application of voca­
tional agricultural training during the training period. 
Otherwise the various states could not qualify to receive 
federal financial support. Thus the program, in carrying out 
this stipulation, became vocational in nature.
Purposes of Vocational Education. The Smith-Hughes 
Act states that the controlling purpose of federal aid to 
education is "to fit for useful employment." This means not 
only preparation for specific skills in definite jobs but
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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also the knowledge and training contributing to a satisfying, 
useful life of work and good citizenship. Vocational educa­
tion is designed to develop skills, abilities, understanding, 
attitudes, working habits, and right appreciations. Individ­
uals are helped in gaining the knowledge necessary for entering 
upon ana progressing in useful and productive employment- 
The goal of vocational education is the development of a 
worker completely competent— economically, emotionally, physi­
cally, and socially.
Vocational Eüucation a Kecessity. In a democracy 
everyone has a responsibility for contributing to society. 
Education for work, then, should be an integral part of total 
education. Each person is provided with the training he needs 
to support himself and to gain through his own efforts the 
privileges ana enjoyments available in a society to those 
willing to work for them.
Education for employment must be an important part of 
free secondary education if this nation is to continue to 
prosper ana retain its leadership against foreign competition. 
The high school must give constant attention to preparing its 
students for a lifetime's work. More and better types of 
vocational education will result in more satisfying and more 
useful lines of work for all concerned.
Vocational education for adults is equally important. 
Rapidly changing social and technological conditions make it
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necessary for workers in industry, business, agriculture, and 
homemaking to keep themselves informed and préparée for new 
situations.
Due to the nature of modern agriculture, there is a 
need— not for an increasing number of farmers— but for more 
business-like, scientifically-trained farmers. This need 
should be met by vocational training programs for young people 
and adults. Only through training can the promotion of the 
economic and social prosperity of the nation be realized.
THE PROBLEM
Statement of the Problem. The problem of the present 
study is to explore the accessible data and write a sequential 
report of the development of vocational agricultural education 
in Louisiana from 1917 through 195#.
Definition of the Problem. To give an account of the 
development of vocational agricultural education in Louisiana 
entails many processes. Most important of these are: identify­
ing the specific data necessary in the study; screening the 
data and selecting the data which are desirable; analyzing 
and condensing the data; selection applicable data; and pre­
senting in valid form the activities in the development of 
vocational agricultural education. Philosophies of those 
occupying positions of leadership in agricultural educational 
programs are reflected in the data presented. An objective
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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approach to the problem is the aim of the writer. In order 
that the historical development may be understood, pre- 
vocational agricultural education is also dealt with— part 
of one chapter being devoted thereto. More specifically the 
reason for giving attention to pre-vocational agricultural 
education is to provide a background of all the activities 
leading up to the inception of the vocational program.
Purpose of the Study. The purpose of this study is 
to record the development of vocational agricultural educa­
tion in the public secondary schools of Louisiana from its 
beginning through 1958. The activities carried on, and the 
progress made in each phase of the program are to receive 
intensive study and to be reported upon.
There is need for the discovery, compilation, and 
presentation of existing information as pertains to the 
development of the vocational agricultural education program 
in Louisiana. A contribution will be made by recording an 
accurate and valid account of this dynamic educational pro­
gram. An historical study of this nature makes readily 
available information which has not been presented and which 
otherwise may not be provided at a subsequent date. Educators 
who were upon the scene at the outset of the program, and who 
are presently living, can provide informative data that should 
be recorded for further use and reference. Use is to be made 
in the study of reports from these educators, as well as of
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other written documentary materials. Data provided from this 
research study should reveal trends in the program, and give 
some insight as to the necessary planning of the program for 
the future.
Delimitations. The study is limited to the develop­
ment of vocational agricultural education in the public white 
schools in Louisiana from 1917 through 1958.
Sources of Data. It is from numerous sources that there 
is found information pertaining to the study at hand. The 
sources include the annual reports of the Louisiana State 
Department of Education, and of Division of Vocational Agri­
cultural Education; annual reports and other publications of 
the United States Office of Education; annual reports made 
to the Federal Board for Vocational Education and to the 
United States Office of Education, Vocational Division, by 
the Louisiana State Board for Vocational Education; minutes 
of the State Board for Vocational Education; annual reports 
of the Future Farmer of America activities by the Louisiana 
Division of Vocational Agricultural Education to the United 
States Office of Education; State Plans for Vocational Agri­
cultural Education by the Louisiana State Board for Vocational 
Education to the United States Office of Education; Directories 
of Teachers of Vocational Agriculture; Biennial Reports of 
the State Superintendents of Education; circulars and bulletins 
of the State Department of Education; State Future Farmer of
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America magazines and papers; convention programs of the 
Future Farmers of America; legislative acts pertaining to 
vocational education in the United States and in Louisiana; 
the state courses of study for public schools; the Louisiana 
Archives (housed at Louisiana State University); general 
histories of Louisiana; histories of education of Louisiana; 
records in offices of Louisiana parish school superintendents, 
including reports made by school officials; newspapers and 
periodicals; theses, dissertations, and published books; 
Louisiana State University Agricultural Extension Service 
bulletins and publications; catalogues and other materials 
from agricultural teacher training institutions; personal 
data questionnaires; and personal interviews and correspond­
ence.
Definitions of Terms. In order that the reader may 
have a clear conception of meanings of terms used in the 
study, some of the most frequently used words and phrases 
are defined, as follows:
1. "Education"— The aggregate of all the processes 
by means of which a person develops abilities, attitudes, and 
other forms of behavior of positive value in the society in 
which he lives.^
3Carter V. Good, Dictionary of Education (New York: 
McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc., 1945), p. 145.
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2. "Vocational Education"— A program of education 
organized to prepare the learner for entrance into a partic­
ular chosen vocation or to upgrade employed workers; including 
such divisions as trade and industrial education, agricultural 
education, distributive education, and home economics educa­
tion.^
3. "Pre-vocational Agriculture"— Instruction in agri­
culture previous to instruction in vocational agriculture.5
4. "Vocational Agriculture"— Education in agriculture 
for persons engaged in or expecting to engage in farming as
a vocation.^
5. "Agricultural Education"— Education for duties and 
responsibilities related in some way to agriculture; provided 
for persons engaged in or expecting to engage in farming and 
other agricultural occupations and for persons who are not 
and who do not expect to be engaged in agricultural occupa­
tions; included in the programs of elementary schools, secondary 
schools, and colleges.?
4lbid.. p. 446. 
hhid.. p. 18. 
&Ibid.
?Ibid.
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6, "Agricultural Evening School"— A school providing 
10 or more evening meetings per year, conducted as a part of 
a local public school system, to give adult farm operators 
(usually 25 years of age or more) systematic and organized 
instruction related to their specific farm problem.&
7. "All-day Classes"— Classes in which there are 
organized classes in a secondary school for pupils who wish 
to secure systematic instruction in agriculture.
The characteristics include the following:
a. Instruction dealing with practical farm 
problems.
b. Instructors qualified in agriculture by both 
special training and practical experience.
c. Sufficient school time provided to allow for:
(1) Class, laboratory, and farm-shop instruc­
tion.
(2) Studies and observation in the field.9 
S. "Day-unit Class"— A class that is planned to meet
the needs of youth desiring agricultural instruction as a 
foundation for farming but who are not classified or enrolled
Gibid.. p. 157.
9Administration of Vocational Education. Vocational 
Education Bulletin No. 17 General Series No. 1, Revised 1946 
(Washington, D. C.: Federal Security Agency), p. 39.
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in a grade that is served by an all-day program in the 
school,
Day-unit classes may be planned on a circuit so that 
one teacher may serve more than one school,^®
9» "Young Farmer Classes" (often referred to as part- 
time classes)— Classes designed to meet the needs of young 
men who are establishing themselves in farming occupations.
The instruction in these classes is so planned that 
it ifill serve youth who are legally out of school and who may 
or may not have had previous instruction in vocational agri­
culture, It is essential that the program be flexible enough 
to meet the instructional needs of such individuals with vary­
ing educational attainments and farming experience,
10, "Adult Farmer Classes"— Classes planned to assist 
adult farmers by developing their ability to solve their 
specific farming problems.
In order that instruction may be systematic and effective, 
it should be so planned that the work done in one year will 
show definite relationship to that offered in previous years, 
as well as that planned for succeeding years, , . There shall 
be not less than 10 meetings totaling at least 20 hours over 
a period of not less than two weeks in any one year.12
lOlbid,. p, 40, 
lllbid,
l^ibid,. p, 41.
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11. "Itinerant Teacher"— A teacher who serves at more 
than one school, because his services cannot be justified by 
an individual school.
12. "Local FFA Chapter Adviser (or 'advisor*)"— A 
teacher of vocational agriculture who serves as adviser to 
local chapter. (Both ways of spelling, "advisor" and 
"adviser," are acceptable and correct in Louisiana)
Organization of the Study. Chapter I of the study 
comprises the introduction, statement and definition of the 
problem, purpose of the study, delimitations of the problem, 
sources of data, definitions of terms, and a statement as to 
the organization of the study. A review of related informa­
tion is found in Chapter II. Chapter III is devoted to pre- 
vocational agricultural education in the public schools of 
Louisiana. Chapter IV is devoted to agricultural education 
in the public high schools of Louisiana. The development of 
Future Farmer organizations in Louisiana is the concern of 
Chapter V. In Chapter VI is found a report on adult education, 
teacher training, administration, and supervision in the devel­
opment of vocational agricultural education in Louisiana.
The concluding Chapter, number VII, is devoted to a summary 
of the study, and to conclusions, and recommendations.
13Official Manual Future Farmers of America (Baltimore, 
Maryland: French-Bray Company, 1956), p. 1*
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REVIEW OF RELATED INFORMATION
Herein presented is a review of related information. 
The purpose of the report of literature presented in this 
chapter is to familiarize the writer, and the reader, with 
a portion of that which is already known in the area of re­
search under consideration. Further, it will enable the 
writer to detect areas in which there is a limitation of 
existing information, and perhaps contribute to the allevia­
tion of this deficiency. An analysis of related information 
will also enable the writer to visualize his problem and his 
findings in relation to other researches and help him to 
understand how his efforts, when combined with those of 
others, can aid in presenting a true picture of the problem.
There is no current comprehensive study of Louisiana’s 
complete vocational agricultural education program, although 
many individual theses and dissertations have been written 
concerning special areas of the program. In 1934 Shelby M. 
Jackson developed a thesis under the title of ’’Vocational 
Agriculture in Louisiana." Francois D. Gravois wrote on the 
"Development of Vocational Agriculture in the High Schools 
of Louisiana,” in 1938. Jackson’s thesis was for the purpose 
of providing general information about the program, while
16
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the thesis of Gravois discussed all phases of the program, 
including pre-vocational agricultural education, from 1908 
through 1937.
In preparing this manuscript the writer is cognizant 
of the fact that much has been accomplished in the vocational 
agricultural education program in Louisiana. Exploration 
and analysis of the accessible written materials is but one 
means of orientation to the progress that has been made. The 
expansive bibliography of writings in this single area of 
education denotes extensive progress.
The magnitude of the "complete program" in vocational 
agricultural education is enormous. While it would be im­
possible to relate in this study all the activities of the 
program, certain of the major areas within the scope of this 
dissertation will be carefully examined. Commanding immediate 
treatment in the chapter of related information will be the 
findings of a number of previous writers in the field of agri­
cultural education, both on the national and state level.
The present chapter is developed around four major 
headings: (1) Review of Studies; (2) Development of Educa­
tion in Louisiana; (3) Development of Agriculture in Louisiana; 
and (4) Summary.
The writer does not propose to present a comprehensive 
report on the development of education or on the development 
of agriculture in Louisiana. He does consider these two areas 
pertinent to this study and offers the historical and statis­
tical data herein as a supplement to the manuscript.
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REVIEW OF STUDIES
Federal Acts Aiding: Education. The federal government 
has given aid to the states in order to help education, 
especially in rural areas. An historical sketch as outlined 
in Development of Vocational Education, by Hawkins, Prosser, 
and Wright^ is timely to this manuscript. Data for the earlier 
study were taken from the Congressional Record. Volume $4,
Part I, page 716. One finds the follovri.ng:
In 1859j Representative Justin A. Korrill, of 
Vermont, introduced and secured passage through 
Congress of the first bill creating state agricul­
tural and mechanical colleges.
This bill was vetoed by President Buchanan 
because he feared it would "cause the States to 
lean upon the National Government for the support 
of their own educational systems," and because he 
considered it unconstitutional.
It was reintroduced by Senator Morrill, again 
passed congress, and was signed by Abraham Lincoln.
It became a law in 1862.
This law gave to each state 30,000 acres of 
public land for each senator and representative 
in congress in each state. The principal object 
of such a plan would be to teach agriculture and 
the mechanic arts. This was the first aid granted 
by the Nation for vocational education.
In 1887 Congress passed the Hatch Act, under 
the terms of which a state agricultural experi­
ment station was established in each state and
^Layton S. Hawkins, Charles A. Prosser, and John C. 
Wright, Development of Vocational Education (Chicago: 
American Technical Society, Ï951), pp. 7Ü-79. Citing: 
Congressional Record. Vol. 54, Part I, p. 716.
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ÿl5,000 was appropriated from the national 
treasury annually for its support.
In 1890, an act was passed by Congress known 
as the "second I-'.orrill Act," granting to the 
colleges created by the first Morrill Act ^25,000 
annually for their support.
In 1906, what is known as the Adams Act was 
passed, by which an additional sum of 015,000 
annually was given each state for conducting re­
search and experiments in "agricultural industry,"
In 1907, another act of Congress, knovm as 
the Nelson Amendment, was passed. This act pro­
vided for a gradual increase eventually totaling 
an additional 025,000 each year in further support 
of the Morrill agricultural colleges, A portion 
of this amount was to be expended in preparing 
instructors for teaching agriculture and the 
mechanic arts.
In 1907, Representative Charles R, Davis of 
Minnesota introduced a bill to make an annual 
appropriation for industrial education in both 
agricultural and city schools and for branch 
experiment stations.
In 1910, Senator Jonathan P, Dolliner in­
troduced a bill of similar character on which ex­
tended hearings were held. The bill vras favorably 
reported, and it is thought that it would have 
become law but for Senator Dolliner’s untimely 
death.
In 1912, Senator Carroll S, Page, of Vermont, 
introduced what is known as the Page Bill, It 
embodied the main features of the Dolliner Bill, 
but was much wider in its scope and more elaborate 
in its provisions.
About the same time Senator Hoke Smith of 
Georgia, and Representative Lever, of South 
Carolina, introduced a bill to establish agri­
cultural extension departments in connection with 
the Morrill agricultural colleges. This bill 
became a law in 1914 and is Icnown as the Smith- 
Lever Act,
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
20
Owing to a friendly controversy which arose 
among the friends of vocational education as to the 
scope and terms of the contemplated legislation, a 
joint resolution was passed by Congress providing 
for a commission.2
Federal Acts Aiding Vocational Agricultural Education. 
Congress has expressed its favorable sentiment for vocational 
education in agriculture by the passage of numerous acts 
which have aided the development of this program. Some of 
the acts have been temporary in nature, the purpose of which 
was to supplement other acts.
The major acts are presented in the following pages, 
some in detail and others in brief form.
The writer has gone to the primary source to study all 
the implications of the acts so as to gain a valid interpre­
tation of the contents of the respective acts.
The reader must read into the act to identify the act 
by popular name, as the primary source reference does not give 
such an identity.
The acts under consideration are as follows:
(a) ^  Act to Provide for the Promotion of Vocational
Education; to Provide for Cooperation With the States in the 
Promotion of Such Education in Agriculture and the Trades 
and Industries; to Provide for Cooperation With the States
Zibid.. pp. 78-79.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
21
in the Preparation of Teachers of Vocational Subjects; and 
to Appropriate Money and Regulate its Expenditure. This act 
is prominently known as the Smith-Hughes Act, Public Law 
Ko. 347, of 1917.3
The Smith-Hughes Act was approved February 23, 1917. 
This national vocational education act is named for Senator 
Hoke Smith and Representative Dudley M. Hughes, both of 
Georgia, who assumed the leadership in getting the act 
passed.^
The major purpose of the act was to promote and 
develop programs of vocational education which otherwise 
might not be adequately provided for in the state’s system 
of education. The Smith-Hughes Act provides for vocational 
education in the areas of agriculture, trades and industries, 
and homemaking.
There is provided an annual appropriation of $3,000,000 
for the purpose of cooperating with the states in paying the 
salaries and transportation costs of teachers, supervisors, 
and directors of agricultural subjects and for agricultural
3u.S., Statutes at Large. 64th Congress, 1916-1917. 
Part I, pp. 929-936.
4lloyd J. Phipps and Glen 0. Cook, Handbook on Teach­
ing Vocational Agriculture (Danville, 111.; Interstate 
Printing Co., 1952), p. 26.
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teacher-trainers. Monies appropriated by the act are allotted 
to the states in the proportion v/hich their rural population 
bears to the total rural population in the United States.
The federal funds provided by the act are to be matched by 
state funds or local funds or state and local funds combined.
The vocational agriculture program under this act is 
a cooperative enterprise between the states and the federal 
government. It is administered by the United States Office 
of Education through State Boards for Vocational Education.
The administration of the act in any one state is under the 
supervision and control of a state board for vocational edu­
cation of that particular state. The state board presents 
its proposed plan or presents an amended plan for the admin­
istration of the program to the United States Office of 
Education for approval by the United States Commissioner of 
Education. The plan then becomes a working agreement between 
the United States Office of Education and the particular state 
involved for development of the program within that particular 
state.
The controlling purposes of the act are:
1. That such education shall be to fit for useful 
employment;
2. That such education shall be less than college 
grade,
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3. That such education be designed to meet 
the needs of persons over fourteen years of age who 
have entered upon or who are preparing to enter upon 
the work of the farm or of the farm home.5
This act leaves no doubt that only public schools are
eligible for aia; it is likewise emphasized that, under the
terms of the Smith-Hughes Act, provisions for supervised
practice in agriculture will be made.
(b) ^  Act to Extend the Provisions of Certain Laws 
to the Territory of Hawaii. On I"Iarch 10, 1924 an Act, Public 
No. 35, was passed in Congress extending the provisions of 
the Smith-Hughes Act to the Territory of Hawaii. The sum
of •i?30,000 was appropriated for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1925, and annually thereafter, to be available 
for allotment under such act to the Territory.^
(c) to Act to Provide for the Further Development of 
Vocational Education in the Several States and Territories.
On February 5, 1929, an act was passed by Congress to provide 
for the further development of vocational education in the 
several states and territories. The act, known as the George- 
Reed Act, was passed during the Seventieth Congress, and is 
identified as Public No. 702. The act authorized to be
5%bid.. p. 27.
&U.S., Statutes at Large. 68th Congress, 1923-1924. 
XXXIII, Part I, p. l8.
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appropriated for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1930, the 
sum of s?500,000, and for each year thereafter for four years, 
a sum exceeding by ^500,000 the sum appropriated for each 
preceding year.?
(d) ^  Act to Extend the Provisions of Certain Laws
Relating to Vocational Education and Civilian Rehabilitation 
to Puerto Rico. The act, identified as Public Ko. 791, 
Seventy-first Congress, includes Puerto Rico in the provisions 
of the act known as the Smith-Hughes Act of 1917. The act 
authorized to be appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury
not otherwise appropriated for the fiscal year ending June 30,
1932, and annually thereafter, the sum of ^105,000, to be
available for allotment under such act to the island of
Puerto Rico.8
(e) ^  Act to Provide for the Further Development of 
Vocational Education in the Several States and Territories.
This act. Public No. 245, was passed during the Seventy- 
second Congress and is known as the George-Ellzey Act. For 
the purpose of providing for the further development of 
vocational education in the several states and territories 
there was authorized to be appropriated for the fiscal year
^Statutes of The United States of America. 70th 
Congress, l$2#-l929. Fart I, p. 1151.
&U.S., Statutes at Large. 71st Congress, 1929-1931» 
XLV, Part I, p. 14d$.
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ending June 30, 1935, the sum of §3,000,000, and the same 
amount for the two succeeding years.9
(f) ^  Act to Provide for the Further Development of
Vocational Education in the Several States and Territories. 
This act is generally referred to as the George-Deen Act.
It was passed by Congress June 8, 1936, as Public Law ho. 673» 
Its purpose was that of providing for the further development 
of vocational education in the several states and territories 
and authorized to be appropriated for the fiscal year begin­
ning July 1, 1937, and annually thereafter, the sum of 
§12,000,000. It was required that certain provisions be 
met before a state or territory could gain the benefits of 
the act.
(g) National Defense and War Training Acts. During 
World War II Congress passed a number of laws providing funds 
for courses for out-of-school youth and farmers. The instruc­
tion provided for was essential to the war effort. Many of 
the activities in agricultural education provided for by these 
acts have been continued as a part of the instruction in 
vocational agriculture.
Û.S., Statutes at Large. 73rd Congress, 1933-1934. 
XLVIII, Part I, pp. 792-793.
l^U.S., Statutes at Large. 74th Congress, 1935-1936. 
:aix. Part I, pp. 1488-1490.
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This program was administered by the United States 
Office of Education through state boards for vocational edu­
cation. The state boards administered the program through 
the public schools, which in most instances had a department 
of vocational agriculture. This procedure resulted in most 
of the courses being supervised by teachers of vocational 
agriculture.
I-iany of the courses were taught by special instructors 
who were selected on the basis of their occupational competency 
and their ability to teach courses under the guidance of 
teachers of vocational agriculture.
The war training program under these acts began in 
October, 1940, and continued until June 30, 1945.
Under these national defense and war training acts, 
communities responded with considerable interest and enthusi­
asm. From the beginning of the program in 1940, to the close 
of the program in 1945, approximately 200,000 courses were 
conducted in approximately 15,000 rural communities with 
4,500,000 persons enrolled.
The national defense war training acts under discus­
sion are;
A. Public Law 812, H.R. 10539, of 1940.1%
llphipps and Cook, o£. cit., p. 28.
1%U. S., Statutes at Large. ?6th Congress, 1939-1941, 
LIV, Part I, pp. 1033-1034.
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3. Public Law I46, H.R. 4926, of 1941.^^
C. Public Law 647, H.R. 7181, of 1942.
D. Public Law 135, H.R. 2935, of 1943.15
E. Public Law 373, H.R. 4899, of 1944.1^
(h) ^  Act to Amend the Act of June 8, 1936, Relating;
to Vocational Education, so as to Provide for the Further 
Development of Vocational Education in the Several States 
and Territories. This act is popularly known as the George- 
Barden Act, Public Law 586.17 Of the acts discussed in this 
paper the Smith-Hughes Act and the George-Barden Act are of 
greatest permanent significance. The George-Reed Act, the 
George-Ellzey Act, ana the George-Deen Act were all super­
seded by the George-Barden Act. These three acts had sup­
plemented the Smith-Hughes Act.
l^U.S., Statutes at Large. 77th Congress, 1941-1942.
LV, Part I, p. 477.
l^U.S., Statutes at Large, 77th Congress, 1941-1942. 
LVI, Part I, p. 579.
l^U.S., Statutes at Large, 78th Congress, 1943. LVIl, 
Part I, p. 504.
^^U.S., Statutes at Large. 78th Congress, 1944. LVIIl, 
Part I, p. 555.
l^u.S., Statutes at Large. 79th Congress, 1946. LX, 
Part I, pp. 775-778.
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(i) Act to Extend the Benefits of the Vocational 
Educational Act of 1946 to the Virgin Islands. The act to 
extend the benefits of the 1946 Act (George-Barden) to the 
Virgin Islands was approvea March IB, 1950, as Public Law 
462. It authorized to be appropriated out of the Treasury, 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1950, and annually there­
after, the sum of #40,000, to be available for allotment to 
the Virgin Islands.
(j) ^  Act to Implement Section 25(b) of the Organic 
Act of Guam by Carrying Out the Recommendations of the Com­
mission on the Application of Federal Laws to Guam, and for 
Other Purposes. On August 1, 1956, Public Law 896 was 
approved by Congress entitling Guam to share in the benefits 
of the Vocational Education Act of 1946 (the George-Barden 
Act). The provision was that for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1955, and annually thereafter, the sum of #80,000 
would be alloted to Guam. 9̂
Supervised Farming Programs of All-Day Students. 
Section 10 of the Smith-Hughes Act stipulates that in order 
for a state to receive the benefits of the act, schools shall
^^Administration of Vocational Education. Vocational 
Eaucation Bulletin Ho. 1, General Series Ho. 1, Revised 1958 
(V/ashington, D. C.; U. S. Government Printing Office), p. 35'
19lbid.. p. 41.
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provide for directed or supervised practice in agriculture. 
This training may be provided for either on-the-school farm 
or on other farms for at least six months per year. The 
Louisiana State Plan for Vocational Education in Agriculture 
sanctions this stipulation and provides for such training. 
Certain follow-up studies in this area indicate a great amount 
of progress in supervised farming.
Abrams has expressed the following conclusions regard­
ing the development of supervised farming programs of all-day 
students of vocational agriculture:^*^
(1) Students who have facilities to carry on 
supervised farming programs should be selected.
(2) Conferences should be held by the students, 
parents, and the teacher to determine the nature of 
the supervised farming program.
(3) The supervised farming program should be 
developed on a long-time basis with special emphasis 
on the student becoming established in farming.
(4) Surveys or other data-gathering studies 
should be made of the farming activities in the 
community and on the home farm of the student.
(5) The supervised farming programs should 
consist of enterprises that will aid in the es­
tablishment of the student in a balanced business 
of farming.
(6) There should be a close relationship 
between classroom instruction and the supervised 
farming program.
ZOMorris K. Abrams, "A Study of the Development of 
Supervised Farming Programs in Vocational Agriculture" 
(Unpublished Doctor’s Dissertation, Louisiana State Uni­
versity, Baton Rouge, 1950), p. 56.
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A study by Lyles^^ indicates that a majority of the 
students in vocational agriculture received assistance from 
their parents in developing and carrying on a supervised 
farming program. I-iany of the supervised farming programs 
were financed by the parents. The students’ farming pro­
grams were planned by some of the teachers and parents be­
fore the students entered the ninth grade.
It was also revealed that as a result of the supervision 
conducted by teachers of vocational agriculture, most students 
received profitable help ifith their farming problems, and a 
majority of the students were carrying on supervised farming 
programs that were average or above.
An integral part of the vocational agricultural edu­
cation program is the Future Farmer of America organizations 
found in the high school departments of agriculture in 
Louisiana. To serve as a guide for accomplishments to be 
made, most organizations have an annual program of work set 
up in advance. The Future Farmer organizations are no 
exception to this rule. Fubanks^Z makes the following sug­
gestion regarding the development of the problem:
^^Woodrow W. Lyles, "The Supervision as Conducted By 
Teachers of Vocational Agriculture in Louisiana" (Unpublished 
Master’s Thesis, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, 
1952), p. viii.
Wilton W. Eubanks, "A Suggested Annual Program of 
Work For Future Farmer Chapters of Louisiana" (Unpublished 
Master’s Thesis, Louisiana State University, 193^/» P* 79.
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The annual program of work of any local chapter 
of Future Farmers of America should be so designed 
as to embrace eleven major purposes of the organ­
ization, by including such activities as will de­
velop this kind of training specified in the specific 
purpose.
Arceneaux’ŝ  ̂evaluation study of local programs of 
work of The Louisiana Association of Future Farmers of America 
brought out two significant points:
First: Local chapters of the Louisiana Associ­
ation of Future Farmers of America are organized in 
such a manner that members are afforded an opportunity 
to participate to a degree considered to be slightly 
better than average.
Second: The activities included in the local
chapters’ programs of work afford such experiences 
as will train young men for cooperation and leader­
ship to a degree considered to be average.
Adult Farmer Training. The "complete program" in 
vocational agriculture provides for training of adult farmers.
The Smith-Hughes Act contains definite provisions for a pro­
gram of adult vocational education. Among farmers, new 
problems continuously arise, and many old ones occur in 
new ways. Thus, it behooves the teacher of vocational agri­
culture to satisfy the needs of the adult farmer group. To 
accomplish this, Campbell has some recommendations presented 
in the report of his study entitled "Criteria for Establish­
ing Adult Farmer Classes in Vocational Agriculture in Louisiana."
23J. J. Arceneaux, "An Evaluation of Programs of Work 
on Local Chapters of the Louisiana Association of Future 
Farmers of America" (Unpublished Master’s Thesis, Louisiana 
State University, Baton Rouge, 1946), p. 122.
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He arrived at a number of conclusions in regard to establish­
ing adult farmer classes by a teacher of agriculture; they 
are expressed as follows;
(a) Make the adult farmer class an essential 
part of the total school program; (b) the teacher 
should be an active supporter of the total school 
program; (c) know his community; (d) know himself;
(e) act in the role of a "stimulator" of embryonic 
or undeveloped interests; (f) be patient and not 
expect miracles; (g) make the adult farmer program 
a community program; (h) make the adult farmer 
offering a complete program; (i) sell his program 
to his school and community; (j) utilize every 
possible technique in providing a functional adult 
farmer program; (k) make a continuing endeavor; and 
(1) develop clear-cut g o a l s . 4
Advisorv Councils. In keeping with the recommendations 
of teacher training departments, teachers of vocational agri­
culture employ the use of an advisory council as a steering 
committee. A recent study by Clarence Golemon of the use of 
lay citizens advisory committees brings to light pertinent 
data regarding advisory councils.
Golemon»s study revealed that "councils for agricul­
tural education have been used sporadically in the United 
States since 1911."^^ The first councils advised in respect
^Ord L. Campbell, "Criteria for Establishing Adult 
Farmer Classes in Vocational Agriculture in Louisiana" 
(Unpublished Doctor’s Dissertation, Louisiana State Univer­
sity, Baton Rouge, 1953), p. xxv.
^^Clarence E. Golemon, "A Suggested Handbook for the 
Organization and Use of Lay Citizens Advisory Committees in 
Public Elementary and Secondary Schools of Louisiana" (Un­
published Doctor’s Dissertation, Louisiana State University, 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 1958), p. 24.
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to the entire program of an agricultural department. Hot 
until recently, however, have general councils been widely 
used. The most common type of council has been the one used 
in organizing and managing classes for adult farmers. These 
adult-school councils came into extensive use in certain parts 
of the country after 1930. They recruited students, helped 
to plan courses, and otherwise assisted in making possible 
adult classes in many communities in which these classes had 
previously not been supported. Later, some of the teachers 
who had successfully used councils for their adult classes 
set up general advisory councils for their entire programs.
The present-day general councils have developed principally 
out of councils for adult classes, rather than from the earlier 
general councils.
In 1948 D. R. Horn^? conducted a study on advisory 
councils for departments of vocational agriculture and 
wrote:
Advisory councils have been used many years by 
local vocational agriculture departments in Louisiana. 
This system was first started in the state of Louisiana
in 1926.
2*Ibid.. p. 24,
^D. R. Horn, "Establishing a Functional Council in the 
Department of Vocational Agriculture in the High Schools of 
Louisiana" (Unpublished Master’s Thesis, Louisiana State Uni­
versity, Baton Rouge, 194#), p. 1.
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In-Service Education For Teachers of Vocational Agri­
culture. The teacher’s responsibility is that of imparting 
knowledge to his students. Education prepares the teacher for 
assuming this responsibility. Thus, the teacher must continue 
to study and learn, if he is not to become complacent.
It is obvious, relates Cardozier,^^ that:
In-service education of teachers grew up with 
the federally-aided program of vocational agricul­
ture. From the beginning of the program, teacher 
trainers in particular were not only aware of the 
value of in-service education, but embarked upon a 
program of continuously working toward the profes­
sional improvement of the teaching corps in vocational 
agriculture.
Cardozier states further that:
The responsibility for in-service education of 
teachers of vocational agriculture has rested with 
four groups: the teacher-education departments in
agricultural education in the state; the state 
supervisor of vocational agriculture and his staff; 
local school administrators and supervisors; and 
teachers themselves.
Administration of Vocational Agricultural Education 
at the Local Level. In developing a handbook for the admin­
istration of vocational education in agriculture in the public 
secondary schools of Louisiana, Emil S. McCarty^® has injected
2ÔVirgus Ray Cardozier, "In-Service Education of Teachers 
of Vocational Agriculture in Louisiana" (Unpublished Doctor’s 
Dissertation, The Ohio State University, Columbus, 1952), p. 37*
29lbid.. p. 7.
^^Emil S. McCarty, "A Handbook for the Administration 
of Vocational Education in Agriculture in the Public Secondary 
Schools of Louisiana" (Unpublished Doctor’s Dissertation, 
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, 1957), p. 272.
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some sound philosophy into the administrative phase of the 
program, McCarty conducted an extensive survey of teachers 
and administrators out in the field. His views are as follows:
Vocational education in agriculture at the second­
ary school level is under the administrator. Each 
aspect of the local program of vocational agriculture 
is a part of the total educational program of the 
school. The effectiveness of the local program of 
vocational agriculture is dependent upon the quality 
of leadership provided through and by local adminis­
tration, It is within the environment created and 
maintained by local administrators that vocational 
agriculture makes its greatest educational contribu­
tions to the school and school community.
It is imperative that local administrators under­
stand the primary purposes and functions of vocational 
agriculture and the framework created by enabling 
legislation and its concomitant administrative policy 
if effective local administration is to exist,
McCarty states that among the parish and city school
superintendents and supervisors, secondary school principals,
and vocational agriculture teachers surveyed in his study,
a significant number consider an understanding of aims and
objectives of vocational education in agriculture on the
part of the school administrator to be essential to effective
administration.
He further states that:
Every development in society, such as the move­
ment that created and developed vocational education 
in agriculture, has an underlying philosophy, a 
commonly accented aim, and an expression of objectives. 
These are the essential elements that constitute the 
dynamics that offer direction in the development of 
the many ramifications of policy that guide the move­
ment toward its goal.
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The ultimate success of local programs of voca­
tional agriculture is contingent upon the quality of 
leadership provided through secondary school admin­
istration. A knowledge of the educational significance 
of vocational agriculture in terms of its underlying 
philosophy, its commonly accepted aim, its expressed 
objectives, and a precise knowledge of its nature and 
scope is necessary to proper leadership.3l
Occupational Status of Graduates. In 1949 John C. 
Chapman^Z conducted a study to determine the occupational 
status of 631 graduates of the Vocational Agricultural Edu­
cation Department in the College of Agriculture at Louisiana 
State University. This group of graduates had completed the 
work for and been awarded their degrees during the years of 
1919 through 194s. Of this group, 150 were teaching vocational 
agriculture in high schools, 103 were veterans’ vocational 
agriculture instructors, 30 were college teachers, and 14 
worked for the State Department of Education as administrators 
of the vocational education program, of which one was the State 
Superintendent of Public Education. Of those included in the 
study 47.1 percent were employed in some phase of the vocational 
agricultural education program. In addition, another 7.1 per­
cent were employed in the general education program of the 
state.
31lbid.. p. 126-127.
32John G. Chapman, "Occupational Status of Men Who 
Qualified at Louisiana State University Since 1919 to Teach 
Vocational Agriculture" (Unpublished Master’s Thesis, 
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, 1949), PP* 118-122.
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Another 150 graduates, 23.8 percent were engaged in 
some type of professional agricultural work other than voca­
tional agriculture— 79 were working for the Agricultural 
Extension Service. Another 5*7 percent were in work related 
to agriculture; 14.1 percent were working in non-agricultural 
and non-educational situations, and 1.8 percent were engaged 
in graduate study or had retired.
About 200 of the 240 high school teachers of vocational 
agriculture in Louisiana and more than 80 of the state’s agri­
cultural extension v/orkers are graduates of the Department 
of Vocational Agricultural Education in the College of Agri­
culture at Louisiana State University and Agricultural arid " 
Mechanical College.
DEVELOPMENT OF EDUCATION IN LOUISIANA
Inasmuch as this study is an historical one and deals 
with both the development of education and the development 
of agriculture in Louisiana, it is only logical that both of 
these areas receive some treatment in the study.
There does not exist a complete history of education 
in Louisiana, although a great amount of information is avail­
able in various forms. The writer will endeavor to give a 
brief summary of early education in Louisiana and a few 
statistics on modern education. Credit goes to William 0.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
33
Scroggs^^ for most of the information in the following 
pages.
Early Academies. During both French and Spanish rule, 
education in Louisiana vms under the direction of religious 
orders. Soon after Louisiana was admitted to the Union a 
number of academies were founded and supported by the state.
In fact, the legislature at first authorized more academies 
than it was able to provide for properly. Many of the acad­
emies went out of existence in a short time. Some of these 
academies called themselves "colleges," but today few of them 
would rank even as high schools. The school buildings were 
usually frame structures fitted vjith rough pine-board benches 
and crude homemade desks. Sometimes there were no desks at 
all. There were no blackboards, and noisy slates took the 
place of writing tablets. The school terms were short and 
very few subjects were taught.
The legislature at its session in IÔ4O-IÔ4I established 
about twenty of these "colleges" and academies and provided 
a small sum of money for each. A few years before this some 
effort had been made to set up "free schools" in addition to 
the academies, but not enough money was provided to make them 
a success.
^^William 0. Scroggs, The Story of Louisiana (Mew York; 
The Bobbs-Merrill Co., 1936), ppT309-3T4.
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Public School System» The present system of free 
public schools had its beginning when the state constitution 
of 1845 was adopted. After that, in some parts of the state, 
public schools took the place of the few academies that had 
been established. The Civil War badly upset the school system, 
and the carpetbag legislature caused still more trouble by 
trying to force white and Negro children to attend the same 
schools. Some of the money spent on education during recon­
struction days was used in the interests of the children.
I'lost of it, however, went into the pockets of dishonest poli­
ticians who cared little about the welfare of the people.
Soon after the carpetbag government was overthroivn, 
a special tax was made available for public school purposes 
and police juries were authorized to levy parish taxes for 
public schools if they wished to do so. But little progress 
was made in the development of the schools because the people 
were too poor to support good schools and because many police 
juries were not interested in levying the school taxes.
The Turning Point. The Louisiana constitution of I898 
required the police juries to levy taxes to support the public 
schools. It also provided that the people might vote taxes 
on themselves to erect school buildings and to pay teachers’ 
salaries and provide other expenses essential to the operation 
of schools. In 1902, the legislature passed a law making it 
possible for parish school superintendents to be employed at 
salaries of from two hundred to twelve hundred dollars per
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year. These improvements in the laws marked the turning 
point in the development of the schools, deal progress 
waited only for a leader. The man who started the schools 
moving upward was James B. Aswell. While he was state super­
intendent of education from 1904 to 1906 Aswell aroused a new 
interest in the public schools, which finally led to the 
development of a great educational system.
The Schools wove Forward. The work of leading a state 
in educational matters during a period of great development 
was left to T. H. Harris, who became state superintendent 
of education in 1906. Under his leadership, the small, poorly 
equipped schools were replaced by modern buildings to which 
children were transported in motor-driven school buses. Well 
educated teachers were provided for all the schools, and 
under the control of a single board and one superintendent 
the schools of each parish were united. Superintendent Harris 
worked in cooperation ivith governors and legislators in build­
ing the state school system. The four most important improve­
ments between 1906 and 1936 were; (1) the development of the 
parish unit as the basis of school administration, (2) more 
adequate provision for school support by the state, (3) the 
division of the funds so as to give the poor parishes schools 
practically as good as those found in the richer centers, and
(4) the provision of free textbooks for all elementary and 
high-school children in the state regardless of the school 
they attended.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
41
By I9IÔ public sentiment in favor of education for 
everybody finally became so strong that the legislature 
passed a law requiring every child between the ages of seven 
and fourteen to attend school for not less than one hundred 
anf forty days in each year. In the following years the 
number of children staying away from school was steadily 
reduced. In 1935 nearly ti-d.ce as many children were attend­
ing school in Louisiana as in 1910, The amount of money 
being spent for tiie support of schools had increased by four­
fold,
Paul Tulane. In addition to the academies which the 
state set up between 1812 and 1845, there v̂ as also founded 
the Medical College of Louisiana, V/hen the school system 
was improved in 1847 it was decided to enlarge the Medical 
College into the University of Louisiana. This enlargement 
was provided for, but the institution was not well supported 
by the legislature. During the Civil War, the University of 
Louisiana closed its doors, and during the reconstruction 
period the carpetbag government failed to provide properly 
for the school because of the school’s refusal to admit 
Kegroes, In 1881 the University of Louisiana received some 
much-needed help from Paul Tulane, who had once been a 
wealthy merchant in hew Orleans, where he had spent fifty 
years of his life. At this time, however, Tulane was living 
in Princeton, New Jersey, The gift from Paul Tulane was
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followed by other gifts until over a million dollars had been 
received. The legislature allowed the institution to receive 
these gifts on condition that it give up its claim on the 
state for support. In 1684 the name of the institution was 
changed to the Tulane University of Louisiana.
Two years later a woman's department of Tulane Univer­
sity was established through the generosity of 11rs. Josephine 
Louise Kewcomb, the widow of Warren Uewcomb, a former merchant 
of hew Orleans. In memory of the founder's daughter this 
institution was named the H. Sophie Lewcomb Memorial College.
The State University. In i860 the state founded its 
second large institution, known as the Louisiana State Seminary, 
at Pineville, near Alexandria. William Tecumseh Sherman, later 
to become a famous Union leader in the Civil War, was its 
first president. The Seminary closed during the war. V/hen 
Louisiana seceded, Sherman resigned to enter the Union army, 
while most of the students and faculty entered the army of 
the Confederacy. After the war the seminary reopened, and 
when the school's buildings at Pineville burned down the in­
stitution was removed to Baton liouge. At one time during 
the reconstruction period it received no money from the 
legislature because of its refusal to admit Negro students, 
but its president, David F. Boyd, managed to keep the school 
going without state aid. In 1670 the name of the institution 
was changed to Louisiana State University. The United States
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government later gave the institution the site of the old 
army garrison at Baton Rouge for a new campus, and the place 
where the soldiers of France, Great Britian, Spain, the 
United States, and the Confederacy had once encamped then 
became the seat of an institution of learning.
In 1920, during the administration of Governor Parker, 
the legislature provided funds for a greater university, and 
modern buildings were erected on a new campus on the liississippi 
River about two miles below the State Capitol. Here the uni­
versity grew rapidly. Governor Huey P. Long was also deeply 
interested during his administration in the development of 
the university. Support for the institution was greatly in­
creased. many new buildings were erected; a Medical Center 
was established in the city of Hew Orleans. In 1956 Louisiana 
State University in Hew Orleans, a part of the State Univer­
sity, was established at Lev/ Orleans, further extending the 
facilities of the university.
Other Schools. In addition to the State University 
Louisiana supports a number of other colleges and schools.
These are: Northwestern State College of Louisiana at
Natchitoches (formerly the Louisiana State Normal College); 
Louisiana Polytechnic Institute at Ruston; Southwestern 
Louisiana Institute at Lafayette; and Southeastern Louisiana 
College at Hammond; McNeese State College, Lake Charles;
Francis T. Nicholls State College, Thibodaux; and Northeast
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Louisiana State College, Monroe. The negro colleges include 
Grambling College at Grabbling, and Southern University and 
A. Sc M. College at Baton Rouge.
The churches also have developed their educational in­
stitutions for the higher education of Louisiana youth.
Loyola University in new Orleans is maintained by the Roman 
Catholic church; Louisiana College at Pineville by the Baptist 
church; and Centenary College at Shreveport by the Methodist 
church. All these institutions are needed to help the state 
in providing the best possible advantages for the training 
of its future citizens.
Scope of Modern Education in Louisiana. For the school 
year which ended in June, 1956, the following figures show 
something of the scope and size of school work in Louisiana. 
Enrollment was 570,000 in elementary schools and 143,000 in 
secondary schools. Of these elementary and high school youth,
460,000 were white, and 253,000 were kegroes. Eighty-two per­
cent of the total were in public schools, ;\âth the remaining 
18 percent being in schools operated by private agencies.
34scroggs, o]D. cit.. pp. 309-314, and Louisiana School 
Directory, Session 1958-1959 (Baton Rouge, Louisiana: State
Department of Educationj, Bulletin No. é?5, 1958, p. 33*
^^Rodney Cline, Public Education In Louisiana (Baton 
Rouge: Louisiana State University Bookstore, 1958), P» 1»
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Since 1947-1948 there has been an increase of more 
than 237,000 educable children entering the public schools 
of Louisiana.
There are 23,000 teachers in the public schools of 
Louisiana. Of these, approximately 15,000 are white and
8,000 are Kegro. Also, there are about 2,700 white and 500 
Legro teachers in private elementary and secondary schools 
of the state. {All figures are for the school year ending 
in June, 195 7.)^^
For the year ending in June, 1957, the public insti­
tutions of higher learning in Louisiana enrolled approxi­
mately 29,000 students— of whom 79 percent were white.
Curricula in I-Iodern Louisiana Schools. Presently, 
six curricula are approved for the accredited high schools 
of the state. Fach local school has the option of using one, 
all, or any of the curricula, v/hich comprise the General 
(academic), the Business Education, the Agricultural, the 
Industrial Arts, the Home Economics, and the Cooperative 
Part-time Training curricula.
^^Shelby M. Jackson, speech delivered at the Twenty- 
Second Annual Convention, Louisiana School Boards Associ­
ation, Monroe, Louisiana, February 23, 1959, p. 11.
37ciine, op. cit.. p. 29.
33ibid.. p. 25.
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iiach curriculum provides for its ovm characteristic 
specializations, but the various curricula all contain certain 
courses in common, these being required of all students. Of 
the seventeen units required for graduation, there must be 
at least three in English, two in Social Studies, two in 
Mathematics, one in Science, and one in Physical Education.39
School Units. Louisiana is composed of 64 parishes, 
each with its own school system and school board. In addition, 
each of three cities. Lake Charles, Monroe, and Bogalusa, has 
its own school system and school board, vathin and independent 
of, the parish in which it is located. Thus, in Louisiana, 
there are 67 local school systems and 67 local school boards.
Accreditation of Schools. In 1947-194# there were 
154 Louisiana high schools that had been accredited by the 
Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. In 
195# there were 305 accredited high schools.
School Consolidation. Through administrative studies 
and reorganization the number of schools have been reduced
39Ibid., and Official Proceedings of the Louisiana 
State Board of Education. Bulletin ho. ÔB4 (Baton Rouge: 
Moran’s Publishing Co., January 31, 195#), p. 12.
^^Cline, op. cit., p. 7.
^3-Jackson, pp. cit., p. 4»
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from 2,360 operatea in 1947-1946 to 1,393 in operation in 
1957-1938. Louisiana has consolidated many of her schools 
to the extent that only 6,6 percent of all the pupils regis­
tered in the public schools attend those of the small category. 
The holding power of Louisiana’s public schools has also been
improved.42
Teacher Qualification. In 1947-1946 approximately 
62 percent of Louisiana’s school personnel had four or more 
years of college training, whereas in 1958, 90 percent of the 
teachers had four or more years of college training; a large 
number of teachers have master’s degrees, and many have Doctor’s 
aegrees.^3
School Costs and Financing. Annual operating costs 
in the public elementary and secondary schools for the year 
ending in June, 1956, were estimated at approximately 
.3200,000,000. In addition, 336,000,000 were used in the op­
eration of the state-owned colleges and universities, includ­
ing Louisiana State University.
In practically every locality the largest apportionment 
of local tax money was for education. From the state treasury.
42lbid.
4^Ibid.
^^Gline, op. cit., p. 1.
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of money appropriated for all purposes, 34 percent was used 
for education.
Louisiana has a huge investment in the physical plants 
of the schools and colleges, including for buildings, grounds, 
equipment, and school buses. For the school year ending in 
June, 1957, the value of this investment was estimated at 
^?475,000,000, and this includes only the publicly o;vned prop­
erty (public schools, -3370,000,000; state colleges, $$0,000,000; 
Louisiana State University, .$55,000,000.
The people of Louisiana have voted bond issues amounting 
to more than 4350,000,000 and have constructed more than 
.$323,871,954 worth of new school buildings. This phase of 
the cost of education has been provided at the local level.
Total state funds for public education in Louisiana 
now amount to about .$142,500,000 a year. Principally this 
amount is distributed through the per educable fund, the 
equalization fund, the teacher and bus drivers funds, the 
hot lunch fund, and the textbook fund. These large elements 
of state support, with a few smaller ones, together with 
locally raised school money, ana together vath some help from
45lbid.. p. 2.
46Jackson, op. cit.. p. 3.
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the federal government comprise the program of financing 
public eaucation in Louisiana.^?
DEVELOPI-IEiiT OF AGRICULTURE IE LOUISIANA
A brief review of agriculture in Louisiana is timely 
at this point. This is by no means a complete report of the 
scope of agriculture in the state but will give some indica­
tion as to the development of agriculture in Louisiana.
A sizable portion of the information contained in 
this section is provided by Garmie William L.cGinty’s History 
of Louisiana. A n o t h e r  primary source is J. P. IContgomer)r49 
of the Agricultural Economics Department of Louisiana State 
University and Agricultural and Mechanical College.
Early Agriculture In Louisiana. Tobacco, cotton, and 
indigo were grown rather early in the colony. The first crude 
sawmill was constructed in 1716, and soon lumber became an 
article of export. In southern Louisiana, cypress, advertised 
today as "the wood eternal," proved to be more valuable than 
pine. It was soft, easily cut or split, and had lasting
^7ciine, 0£. cit.. p. 19.
46carnie William McGinty, A History of Louisiana 
(Hew York: The Exposition Press, 1949), passim ($1-266).
p, Montgomery, Agricultural Statistics For 
Louisiana. 1909-1957. Louisiana Bulletin Ho. 519, December, 
195Ü, passim.
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qualities; the boards from the heart of the tree would not 
decay in two centuries. Besides being sawed into lumber, 
cypress was made into roof shingles and fence pickets, barrels, 
tubs and buckets.
Tobacco was one of the earliest money crops. Rice was 
grown in the lowlands; the earliest price quoted was twenty 
francs per hundredweight. Corn was a staple food with the 
Indians and it was grown almost everjn-mere by the French. 
However, it was grown for domestic consumption only.
The German settlers demonstrated that truck gardens 
and poultry raising would yield profitable returns.
Agriculture During the Louisiana Purchase Period. By 
the Treaty of 1762, Spain acquired from France all of Louisiana 
west of the Mississippi, plus the Isle of Orleans. She took 
formal possession in 1766.
The governor was given sole power to dispose of land, 
and the policy of distribution adopted was to bring as much 
land as possible under cultivation. The usual grant was a 
tract six by forty arpents and was made on the promise of 
building and maintaining a levee, constructing a road, putting 
in fencing, and clearing the land.
Most of the inhabitants were engaged in agriculture.
They cultivated the soil and tended their flocks and herds.
^^McGinty, op. cit., p. 51.
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The chief staple crops were sugar and cotton. Indigo culti­
vation was abandoned after a series of crop failures in the 
I790’s. 3y 1Ô00 there were some fine plantations on the 
iiississippi Hiver and Bayous Lafourche and Teche. In addi­
tion to the commercial crops, an abundance of field and 
garden products were grown for local consumption. Grazing 
was an important industry in the Attakapas and along Bayou 
Teche. In the northern portion of the Louisiana Territory, 
fur trading had reached considerable volume; the Lew Orleans 
market was the gateway for most of this trade, fost of the 
inhabitants engaged in fishing and hunting, and not all the 
fruits of the chase were consumed at home. The exports of 
Louisiana in 1802 were valued at y2,000,000 and the imports 
at .jl2,500,000,
Agriculture From 1800-1860. Agriculture was the chief 
economic activity during the period from 1800 to i860. The 
cotton gin had made cotton a staple crop by 1803. The world 
needed the clothing made from cotton fibers and was vjilling 
to pay for it. The high price of cotton caused its rapid 
expansion westward from the Atlantic seaboard. In a few 
years growers from the East were settling in the Florida 
parishes, first around St. Francisville, Jackson, and Clinton, 
and soon afterward along the liississippi and Red Rivers.
The growing of cotton was a fairly simple process and 
required a relatively small amount of machinery, the gin 
being the only expensive item necessary. Cotton cultivation
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spread rapidly over all parts of the state, as the plant 
thrived on most of the soil. The panic of 1Ô37 checked the 
growth because of falling prices; however, there was a re­
vival and expansion after iSl+Q, Available figures show that 
the state was turning out 150,000 bales of cotton by 1834.
3y 1840 more than 380,000 bales were produced, and by i860 
about 777,000. The tremendous increase in production after 
1840 was due in large part to the rapid settlement of the 
northern part of the state by tlie poorer immigrants from 
1-j.ssissippi, Alabama, Georgia and the Carolinas.
Sugar cane was another leading money crop. The plant
was successfully grown in Louisiana about 1750 but was con­
sumed in the home and on the farm; it was not grown on a
commercial scale until after 1795. It grew best on the 
alluvial soil along the Mississippi and Bayous Lafourche and 
Teche. Little was grovm north of Point Coupee until 1820; 
about that time a hardier plant known as "ribbon" cane was 
introduced which did well in the Katchitoches region of the 
Red River and around Lionroe on the Ouachita River. The new 
variety of cane had tougher fiber and was harder to grind; 
this led to the introduction of improved machinery for grind­
ing. Steam-powered mills replaced grinding mills using horses 
or manpower on the larger and more progressive plantations. 
I-'iore efficient ways of evaporating the juice increased the 
yield of sugar as well as speeding up the process; this meant 
greater profits. The protective tariffs of 1824, 1832 and
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especially those of the 1840*s also enhanced the profits of 
the planters; that is one reason why they supported Henry Clay 
and his ’’American System."
The production of sugar is shov/n as follows:









^'Approximately 1,000 lbs. each.
There were 30Ô sugar estates in 1827 using 21,000 
slaves with a total capital investment of 034,000,000; by 
1830 there were 691 estates with 36,000 slaves and 050,000,000 
invested; in i860 there were 762 estates with 50,670 slaves 
and 060,000,000 invested. These statistics show that sugar 
production was really big business involving large amounts 
of capital and many laborers; it was both agriculture— growing 
the cane— and manufacturing-extracting and evaporating the 
juice to obtain the solid sugar.
S^Ibid.. p. 180.
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Corn was probably the most valuable crop; it was grown 
on practically every plantation and farm. It was an important 
food for man and all types of farm animals. Kost of it was 
consumed locally.
Tobacco was another crop of value. Small quantities 
were grown in practically every section of the state; the 
"perique" variety grown in St. James Parish was famous for 
its flavor.
The data on crop production as presented by McGinty 
are as follows:5%
Oats Potatoes Hay Market Corn
Year (nu.) .(bu. ) (tons) Gardens Value   (b,Ui) 
1840 107,353 834,343 24,651 5,952,912
1650 89,637 1,524,065 25,752 148,329 10,266,330
I960 69.377 2.355.636 52.721 413.169 16.853,745
A large number and variety of animals were found on 
the plantations. Many mules, horses and oxen were required. 
Comparatively few mules and horses were raised on the plan­
tation, because it was considered cheaper to import them 
from Texas, Mexico, Kentucky, and Missouri. The better plan­
tations had herds of cattle, flocks of sheep and droves of 
hogs. The hogs were used wholly for food; some of the sheep
^^Ibid.. p. 161.
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and cattle were also eaten. The principal value of the sheep 
was to supply wool for domestic use; the cows supplied dairy 
products; the oxen were used as beasts of burden. The mule 
was the most satisfactory work animal in cultivating cotton 
and cane; it was strong, fairly docile, and could endure rough 
treatment by the slaves. Horses were used by the masters or 
overseers and their families for riding and driving.
The data below (from three censuses) show the number 




I-iules Swine Sheep Cattle
Value all 
Livestock
I84O 99,888 323,220 98,072 381,248
1850 134,363 597,301 110,333 571,000 411,152,275
1860 169,465 634,525 181,253 516,807 24,546,940
After IB50 the more enlightened planters sought to 
improve their livestock by better breeding and care. Crop 
rotation began to be practiced and artificial fertilizers 
came into use. The fertilizer guano had been experimented 
ifith in Virginia, and the results were described by Edmund 
Ruffin and De Bow. The model farm established in 1835 was 
perhaps the first experimental farm in the state.
^^Ibid.
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There was a furious rush to clear the forests, drain 
the swamps, extend the protecting levees, and brinr more land 
under cultivation. The people of Louisiana were "on the go" 
and in tune with the times. The rate of activity is indicated 
by the changes from 1S50 to I860. During the decade the 
number of improved acres increased from 1,590,025 to 2,707,108; 
unimproved acreage in the farms increased from 3,939,018 to 
6,591,468; the value of farms increased from 175,814,398 to 
.̂ 204,789,662; the value of farm machinery jumped from 
■ill,576,938 to 118,648,225; and the value of home manufac­
turers advanced from -1139,232 to -1502,100.
Many of the plantations found it necessary to drain 
the swamps and expand backwards from the streams; an increas­
ing supply of virgin soil was needed for expansion and pro­
gress. Vast quantities of wood were required for fuel and 
for building. Woodcutting and clearing of land could be 
planned to coincide, and these activities were usually car­
ried on when the laborers could be spared from the fields.
As the population became more settled or permanent, 
agriculture became more diversified and more self-sufficient; 
this was especially true of the northern portion of the state.
In the decade preceding the war, the production of peas and 
beans increased from 161,732 to 431,148 bushels; wool advanced 
from 109,897 to 290,847 pounds; butter from 683,069 to 1,444,742 
pounds; cheese from 1,957 to 6,153 pounds; wheat from 417 to
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32,206 bushels; honey wax from 96,706 to 276,451 pounds; and 
the value of orchard products jumped from #22,359 to #114,339» 
Agriculture Since 1670. In 1670 there were 26,481 
farms; twenty years later the number was 69,294* The size 
of the average farm had decreased furing those years from 
247 acres to 136. The tendency continued, and in 1930 there 
were 161,445 farms, but then a decrease began, and in 1946 
the number v;as only 129,295* (The 1955 census reported 
111,127 f a r m s . T h e  number of acres on the average farm 
was 56 in 1930; it had increased to 77*7 by 1946. (The 1955 
census indicates 103 acres per f a r m . ) 55 The value of all 
farm property in 1670 was #91,303,942; in 1690 it was 
#110,447,005; and by 1946 it had risen to #513,000,000.
(This figure rose to #1,073,486,620 by 1955*)^^ Agricul­
tural prosperity is also indicated by the value of farm 
machinery; this was #7,159,333 in I67O; it remained practi­
cally the same until I69O, when the figure stood at #7,167,355. 
The figure rose to #26,173,647 in 1930, and was .jp6l,321,449 
by 1946. The cash income for all farms from all sources in
^Viontgomery, op. cit.. p. 13.
55lbid.
Ŝ Ibid.
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1946 was ^263,167,000, (and was listed at #309,790,562 in
1955.)57
Cotton was the leading money crop in I87O; however, 
the war shortly before that date and reconstruction disturb­
ances greatly impeded its cultivation. The shortage of labor 
was the chief difficulty. The Negroes were out to enjoy their 
new-found freedom and were not willing to work, while many 
of the potential white laborers had been maimed and crippled 
during the war and were not able to work. The crop of I87O 
was 350,832 bales of 400 pounds, and that of I89O was 659,180 
bales.
Cotton culture continued to increase until the Mexican 
boll weevil, which appeared shortly after 1900, seriously in­
terfered with production. The 1946 crop was only 247,000 
bales. (There were 295,000 bales of approximately 500 pounds 
each produced in 1958.)5^
For a number of years, cottonseed was considered a 
nuisance, especially around the ginhouse. It required decades 
of experimenting before a machine was invented that would 
successfully extract the oil from the seed. In 1870 there 
were 26 cottonseed-oil mills, and by I9OO the number had
57u.S., Bureau of the Census: Department of Commerce,
Louisiana Census of Agriculture (1954), p. 86.
58Montgomery, 0£. cit.. p. 63.
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increased to 357» The oil has many uses, including that of 
shortening in cooking. The cottonseed by-products are meal, 
hull, and linters; all these amount to several million dollars 
annually. The cottonseed in 1943 had a value of ^12,8$2,000.
Since 1934 the federal government has been following 
a program to restrict cotton production and encourage the 
cultivation of other crops— diversification— in order to make 
the farmer more self-supporting.
The sugar industry reached its peak during the First 
World War. Crops were good, and prices and demand reached 
undreamed-of heights. The war’s end brought falling prices 
and ruin of some of the planters. The woes of the industry 
were increased by pests and diseases; it looked for a while 
as if the cane borer, root rot, and mosaic disease would 
destroy the industry. Disease resisting varieties of cane 
were imported from the Dutch East Indies, and one of them 
known as P.O.J. proved to be the answer. In a few years this 
variety was being grown on most of the plantations.
Rice was not grown extensively in i860, and that which 
was produced in Louisiana was found along the Mississippi 
River and some of the bayous where irrigation was profitable. 
Rice growing required less capital than sugar cane or cotton; 
consequently a number of sugar plantations were converted to 
rice.
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Louisiana produced 7,300 barrels of rice in i860, 
only 11,943 barrels in 1865; but the 1869 crop was 57,956 
barrels, illustrating the conversion tendency.
The annual rice production in 1949 was around
25,000,000 bushels valued at 35 to 40 million dollars. (The
1957 production was 10,600,000 cwt., valued at ^55,120,000.
Corn has never been much of a money crop in Louisiana; 
nevertheless, it is the most valuable grain crop. Practically 
every farm animal consumes corn in some form. It was, and 
still is, an important item of food for rural people; there
are numerous ways of serving it. In i860 the State of
Louisiana produced almost 17,000,000 bushels, but in 1870 
less than half this amount. By I89O the annual crop was 
only 13,000,000 bushels, or nearly 25 percent less than in 
I860. The average in 1949 was between 20 and 25 million 
bushels. (Production in 1957 was set at 13,524,000 bushels 
valued at #17,581,000.
Truck farming has expanded in many sections of the 
state and has been aided by the development of transportation 
facilities. Vegetables can be grown the year round in the 
southern part of the state, and with paved roads, modern
59lbid., p. 73.
GOibid.........
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trucks, and refrigeration cars, no point is too distant to 
be a potential market. The Irish potato and the sweet potato 
are coming to be money crops. Among other vegetables being 
raised are cabbage, carrots, lettuce, peppers, tomatoes, onions, 
watermelons and turnips. The citrus fruit crop should not 
be ignored, for it is going ahead rapidly. The oranges have 
an unusual flavor, and the strawberries are known over the 
nation. The growth of truck farming reflects the efforts of 
the University Agricultural Extension Division and of the 
United States Department of Agriculture to introduce diver­
sified farming and eliminate the one-crop farm.
Livestock is usually considered a fair index to the 
agricultural situation. The state had in IS70 a third less 
mules, milk cows, sheep, and horses than it had in I860, and 
about half as many work oxen and swine. The number of horses 
more than doubled between I87O and I89O; the nunfoer of cattle, 
sheep and swine nearly doubled; and the number of mules in­
creased nearly 40 percent. In 1946 there were 132,000 horses,
142.000 mules, 1,514,000 head of cattle, 192,000 sheep and
739.000 swine. (There were reportedly in 1956, 109,000 head 
of horses and mules, 1,883,000 cattle, 95,000 sheep and lambs 
and 386,000 hogs and pigs.)^^
^^Ibid.. pp. 25-50.
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Within recent years better breeds have been introduced, 
and better care of stock has been practiced. A drive was 
launched during the 1920’s to rid the state of the cattle 
tick, which transmits to the animals the dreaded Texas fever. 
There was strong opposition to the dipping of stock in some 
rural areas, but the program was adhered to. Dairying has 
developed rapidly in recent years, and today dairying is 
quite profitable. In 1870 there were 102,076 milk cows; in 
1890 the number was 167,223; and in 1947 the number was
368,000. (The figure stood at 297,000 in 1957.)^^ The 
number of cows does not tell the full story. The coŵ  of 
today produces from four to six gallons of milk per day, 
whereas the milk cow of 1870 did well to produce a half 
gallon per day. In 1944 the state produced 86,025,522 
gallons of milk. (The figure stood at 870 million pounds 
in 1957.)^^ The state does not produce dairy products nor 
eggs sufficient for its o;vn consumption.^^
G^Ibid., p. 35'
G^Ibid.. p. 35.
^VicGinty, o£. cit., Passim (pp. 51-266.).
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SUKKAüY
After reviewing studies relating to the development 
of vocational agricultural education, the development of edu­
cation, and the development of agriculture in Louisiana a few 
generalisations concerning these areas are advanced.
1. The scope of research in the field of vocational 
agricultural education at Louisiana State University has been 
extensive.
2. Federal aid to vocational education has served as 
a financial stimulus to the development of vocational educa­
tion programs.
3. Favorable sentiment toward vocational agricultural 
jsducation by the citizens on the local, state, and national 
level is expressed by support given the program.
4. Acts promoting vocational education were amended 
so as to aid the war effort.
5. Vocational training in the various fields of edu­
cation has rendered many persons proficiently trained for 
earning a livelihood.
6. The vocational agricultural education teacher 
training department at Louisiana State University has played 
an important role in the training and placement of profes­
sional agricultural workers in Louisiana.
7. The development of education in Louisiana during 
the past 50 years has been phenomenal.
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8. The primary reason for the growth and development 
of education in Louisiana is that the people believe in edu­
cation and are willing to pay the price for the education of 
their children.
9. The development of agriculture throughout Louisiana 
has been gratifying, although the farm population is decreas­
ing in numbers. Greater production on fewer acres and with 
less man hours has resulted from scientific progress and good 
management.
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CHAPTER III
PRS-VOGATIONAL AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION IK THE 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF LOUISIANA, 1904-1917
Chapter III is developed around the following headings: 
(1) Establishment of Agricultural Education in Louisiana Ele­
mentary Schools, (2) Early Agricultural Instruction in 
Louisiana Colleges and in Louisiana State Univerity, (3) 
Establishment of Agricultural Education in Louisiana High 
Schools, and (4) Summary.
Purposes of Agricultural Instruction. The purposes 
of adding agriculture to the curricula of the public schools 
of Louisiana were varied. To determine these purposes the 
researcher has relied heavily upon written reports which ex­
press the views of those persons charged with the responsibil­
ity of inaugurating the program in agricultural education.
J. V. Calhoun was state superintendent of public 
education in Louisiana from 1896 until 1904» It was during 
Calhoun’s last year or two in office that the need for educa­
tion in agriculture became most pronounced. Superintendent 
Calhoun made the following statement, expressing his recom­
mendations for and the need for education in agriculture.
I recommend that a course of instruction in 
agriculture be taught in the grammar and high 
schools. Horticultural and agricultural study 
and practice are now commanding the attention of 
educators all over the country. Nature study,
65
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manual training, and domestic economy go, at the 
present time, hand in hand in common school work.
The introduction of this branch of learning into 
our schools ivill tend to increase both enrollment 
and attendance; because it will malce the schools 
particularly profitable to our agricultural people 
upon whom we depend for the welfare of our rural 
schools.1
T. H. Harris, who came to be state superintendent of 
public education in 1906, was also impressed with the idea 
of offering instruction in agriculture in the public schools. 
His remarks as to purposes of the course are as follows:
I consider the addition of the course in agri­
culture to the school curriculum a great step forward.
It will add much wealth to the state; it will lead 
the boys into industrious habits: and it will connect 
the schools v/ith practical life.2
In a study on the development of the curriculum for
state-approved white public high schools for Louisiana, Charles
î-iacrnurdo found that there were several factors which influenced
the introduction of agriculture into the curriculum. He lists
his findings as follows:^
(1) The trend toward agricultural and indus­
trial education in high schools in the eastern and 
northern states had spread to Louisiana. This is
^Minutes. State Board of Education, August 11, 1903. 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
^Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of Public 
Education for the Session 1906-1909 (Baton Rouge: The Hew
Ad'vocateT Official Journal, 1910), p. 32.
^Charles Hacmurdo, "The Developments of the Curriculum 
for State-Approved White Public High Schools of Louisiana" 
(Unpublished Doctor's Dissertation, Louisiana State Univer­
sity, 1957), pp. 160-181.
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evidenced by a report of the committee on Indus­
trial Education in Schools for Rural Communities 
of the national Education Association.
(2) many school officials desired to reduce 
drop-outs by introducing courses which would over­
come the indifference of pupils by making school 
so attractive that pupils would want to come to 
school.
(3) The desire to improve agricultural condi­
tions in the state through the diffusion of 
agricultural information in the public schools 
was deemed to be essential. Professor Dodson of 
Louisiana State University pointed out that 
scientific experimentation and research of the 
previous twenty years made it imperative that 
farmers be educated in this regard. The farmers 
were losing much money because they lacked infor­
mation regarding such procedures as fighting cattle 
ticks and saving molasses which could be turned 
into stock feed,
(4) I'-any educators accepted the view that the 
main function of the public schools was to meet
the needs of the masses who would not go to college.
The latter view was expressed by V. L. Roy, who 
contended that changes to the course of study 
constituted the most important problem calling 
for solution by educators of Louisiana, He 
stressed that education was no longer for the 
classes but for the masses, and advocated ridding 
the curriculum of much of the data foreign to the 
child and introducing material concerned vdth the 
present time and local environment,4
The views whicli have been projected relative to the
underlying reasons for the inauguration of the agricultural
education program merit a logical conclusion. Much is learned
through observation of activities and conditions of people
and places. If education in agriculture was popular and
^Ibid,
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profitable in one section of the country, then it was inevi­
table that it was to spread to other sections.
darly Sentiment Favorin.y Teaching of Agriculture. As 
best the writer can ascertain, the statement by State Super­
intendent Breaux is amon^ the first to be written in education 
literature relative to teaching of agriculture in the schools 
of Louisiana. At a convention of the Louisiana Education 
Association in 1889 State Superintenaent of Education Joseph A, 
Breaux expressed himself as follows regarding the possibility 
of education in agriculture:
. . . It is undeniable that in this state agri­
culture is in a crude and imperfect condition. 
Agriculture is the state’s most important industry, 
and yet, how incomplete in all its details. Only a 
fractional portion of the lands are in cultivation, 
and often how poorly cultivated.
Improved machinery is almost entirely neglected.
The modern improvements in implements of husbandry 
are not used - if used, only exceptionally. In our 
ignorance, we expect rich harvest without intelli­
gent labor. Improved machinery and implements have 
become such agencies that intelligent education is 
necessary to direct and develop the great industries.
It may be said that it is not possible in the public 
schools to give such training directly as is neces­
sary to develop the different industries - that this 
belongs properly to technical training schools; to 
schools where lessons in manual training are given.
This may be true in the main. It is regretted that 
lessons in the science of agriculture cannot be
given. . .5
5̂Proceedings of the Sixth Annual Convention of the 
Louisiana Education Association (üatoh Rouge: The Mvocate.
Official Journal, 1889), p. 20.
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In the biennial report of the State Superintendent 
of Public Education to The General Assembly for the session 
I902-I903, is found a statement by Superintendent J. V.
Calhoun regarding the course of study in the public schools 
at that time. This report is indicative of the thinking of 
many educators at the national, state, and local level at the 
turn of the century. Follov/ing is the report in J. V. Calhoun’s 
ovm words:
The character of the branches of study taught 
in the public schools of the State is becoming more 
and more a subject of general reflection and criti­
cism. It is contended on one side that the instruc­
tion in the past has not been practical enough to 
suit the demands of the times. The age has become 
eminently practical. The attention of states and 
communities as well as of the National Government 
is almost entirely directed toward the development 
of their mineral, agricultural, commercial, and 
' industrial resources. The public schools being 
supported by the State should follow the trend of 
public sentiment, and should aim to supply the public 
needs in this respect. The schools therefore should 
lean more toward practical science than toward liter­
ature and classical learning. If the two educations 
cannot be given together then it would appear to be 
justice to the State that her bias should command 
preference.
In accordance with this view some of the States 
have a constitutional provision requiring instruc­
tion in agricultural and manual training to be given 
in all their schools; and our State Board of Education, 
at its last meeting, in October, 1903, made the study 
of agriculture compulsory. The large attendance of 
our industrial schools, only lately established, proves 
the preference of the public for education of this kind. 
The demand of the age is not what you know but what you 
can do with what you know.6
6Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of Public 
Education to the General'^ssembly. 1902-1903 (Baton Rouge:
The Advocate, Official Journal of the State of Louisiana, 
1^4), pp. 28-29.
I
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Superintendent Calhoun obviously held the course in 
agriculture in high esteem due to the practicability of the 
subject. I'lr. Calhoun incorporated an address relating to 
the subject of agriculture delivered by Dr. V/. H. Ualrymple 
of the State University, at a meeting of the East Baton Rouge 
Parish Teacher’s Association. The meeting was held on 
February 27, 1904. Dr. Dalrymple’s speech was under the 
heading of "Agriculture In The Common Schools." The essence 
of his speech follows:
A discussion of agriculture, in almost any of its 
varied phases, really means a discussion of many of 
the branches of natural and applied science, and when 
we come to consider the elucidation of the phenomena 
of nature, in relation to this comprehensive subject, 
in order that they may be clearly and intelligently 
grasped by the undeveloped and untrained mind of the 
youthful student in our common schools, the effort 
seems to assume considerable proportions. The ques­
tion might be asked, what good is agricultural infor­
mation to the tovm or city youth, whose future is to 
be cast along entirely dissimilar lines? But we must 
not lose sight of the mind-training that is embraced 
in a study of natural phenomena, even of the most 
elemental character; and the boy or girl who knows 
how the plant breathes, from whence the soil comes, 
how food nourishes the animal body, or how sunlight, 
acting upon the chlorophyl grains in the leaf, manu­
factures the starch will be a better boy or girl. . .'
ESTABLISHkSKT OF AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION 
IN LOUISIANA ELEJÆNTARY SCHOOLS
The introduction of agriculture into the school cur­
ricula was initiated at a meeting of the State Board of
7lbid.. p. 29.
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Education in October of 1903, when the board made the study 
of agriculture compulsory.° One of the early studies refer­
ring to the origin of agricultural education in Louisiana was 
entitled History of Agricultural Education of Less Than College 
Grade in the United States by Stimson and Lathrop.9 According 
to this report, Scate Superintendent of Schools James B. Aswell 
called an educational conference in 1904, at which conference 
agriculture as a part of the secondary school curriculum was 
discussed.
Corn Clubs. The State Superintendent reported that 
the State Board of Education specified that agriculture be 
taught in all the elementary schools. The report further 
stated that V. L, Roy, Superintendent of Schools in Avoyelles 
Parish, was appointed to serve as inspector of agriculture 
in the public schools. The inspector gave most of his atten­
tion to the organization of boys’ corn clubs. About 6,000 
boys from 45 parishes were, according to the report, enrolled 
in this activity. Each boy who joined a corn club was ex­
pected to cultivate an acre of land in corn under expert
supervision.10
Gibid.
^Rufus W. Stimson and Frank W. Lathrop, History of 
Agricultural Education of Less Than College Grade in the 
United States (Washington, U.C.: U. S. Government"Frinting
Office,“1954), p. 161.
lOgbid.
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The organization of the first corn club in Louisiana 
was an event of February 6, 1908, at Moreauville (Avoyelles 
Parish), V. L, Roy, then Superintendent of Schools in 
Avoyelles Parish, organized the first corn club. (See 
Plates I and II.)
J. W. Bateman, Superintendent of Schools in Washington 
Parish, organized corn clubs in Washington Parish in the fall 
of 1908. (See Plate III.)
One of the direct results of the organization of corn 
clubs was the inauguration of the teaching of agriculture 
in the public schools and the subsequent establishment of 
4-H Clubs.
In an interview with V. L. Roy on April 18, 1959, the 
writer learned from V. L. Roy that Roy's duties as inspector 
of agriculture in the public schools of Louisiana did not 
begin until 1909. In the fall of 1909 V. L. Roy joined the 
staff of the Louisiana State University Experiment Station. 
Roy's duties were to take charge of the promotion of corn 
club work throughout the state and to supervise the teaching 
of agriculture in the grammar and high schools of Louisiana.
Thus, in September of 1909 the corn clubs became a 
part of the extension work of the College of Agriculture of 
Louisiana State University, and the teaching of agriculture 
in the public schools became a function of the state.
^^Personal Interviews With V. L. Roy on April 18, 1959, 
and With J. W. Bateman on April 16 and April 20, 1959, Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana.




Shown is V. L. Roy, who organized the first corn club 
at Moreauville (Avoyelles Parish) on February Ô, I9OÔ,
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Agriculture is Tonic of Discussion of School Officials. 
On December 13, 1904, a group of parish school superintendents 
and school board presidents met for a conference in the audi­
torium of the Louisiana State hormal at hatchinoches, Louisiana. 
State School Superintendent of Education James 3, Aswell gave 
as his purpose for calling the conference as that of consulting 
with the group of educators concerning the task of promoting 
the interests of the public schools. Among the topics of 
discussion by the group was a report concerning agriculture 
in the schools. The substance of this report was as follows:
This course will consist of a general introduction 
to the elements of agriculture, comprising both the 
scientific investigation of the formation of soils and 
the conditions of animal and plant life, and a prac­
tical study of the art of farming. This course is 
intended to meet the demands of the new order of the 
State Board of Education requiring the teaching of 
agriculture in the Coimon Schools of the State.12
School Gardens. An early approach to education in
agriculture in the public schools was by way of the school
garden, at least to a linu.ted degree. In recommending that
a course in agriculture be offered in the grammar schools
and high schools in 1903, State Superintendent of Education
J. V. Calhoun had observed that school gardens were in vogue
in Caddo Parish. liis remarks were as follows:
Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of Public 
Education to the üeneralTssembly. l9^4~1905 (Baton Rouge:
The Times. Official Journal of Louisiana, 1905), pp. 7, 112.
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The Parish School Board of Caddo Parish has 
recently taken up the subject and directed that 
every school shall have a garden attached to it 
and children be taught something about the nature 
of soils and the groifth of plants. 3̂
In regard to school gardens, J. V/. Oxford of Pine,
Louisiana said:
The demand comes from far and near for some 
plan to check the exodus from the country to the 
city. I believe that the school garden, with its 
instructions in farming in the rural schools 
offers the solution for this great problem.
To be a successful farmer today means that a 
man must not be content to plant and reap as his 
father did before him, but that he must study the 
conditions of his soil and his climate, and if 
necessary discard as unprofitable the crops which 
have been raised in his locality from time imme­
morial and substitute those which scientific ex­
periments have demonstrated are the greatest money 
makers. . . .
This education sliould be given hin by the 
rural schools, and this is rendered possible by 
means of the school garden. V/hen the school 
garden is made to serve this purpose, I believe 
It vail secure a high state of prosperity and 
contentment in rural life.
Secretary Wilson, of the Department of Agri­
culture, is at the present making every effort to 
promote an efficient organization of agricultural 
high schools, consolidated ;d.th common schools, to 
secure a high state of prosperity and contentment 
in rural life. It is my opinion that it is along
13Minutes. State Board of Education. August 11. 1903. 
Baton Rouge, toui si an a.
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these lines that the great educational effort of 
the immediate future is to be made.14
EARLY AGRICULTURAL IhSTRUCTIOK IK L0UISIA1:A 
COLLEGES Aim IK LOUISIANA STATE UKVIERSITY
In 1904 the Louisiana State Kormal at Katchitoches, 
now Korthwestern State College of Louisiana, in its summer 
session outlined an agriculture course for high school teach­
ers and principals!^ and in 1905 the Louisiana State Kormal 
offered agriculture training to teachers during the last term 
before graduation.l°
The agriculture course was offered at Southwestern 
Louisiana Industrial Institute in 1905.^^
In 1905 Colonel T, D. Boyd, President of Louisiana 
State University, reported that a short course in agriculture 
was being offered. This course was two years in length and 
did not lead to a degree. In addition to this two-year course, 
a ten-week v/inter course in agriculture was arranged, begin­
ning at the close of the Christmas holidays.
14j, w, Oxford, "School Gardens for Rural Schools," 
Louisiana Education Association Proceedings. 1907. pp. 58-59.
Layton S. Hawkins, Charles 1!. Prosser, and John C. 
Wright, Development of Vocational Education (Chicago: Amer­
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State Superintendent of Public Education James 3.
Aswell had the following remarks in his 1906-1907 report to 
the Governor and General Assembly regarding the School of 
Agriculture at Louisiana State University:
For many years the University has been endeavor­
ing to come into close relationship with the sons of 
the farmers and the planters of Louisiana. The col­
lege course in agriculture has proven well adapted 
to the training of those wishing to become specialists 
in some line of agriculture, as well as those desiring 
to enter the service of the Experiment Stations. There 
has been a gap, however, between the college and the 
farm, which has been recognized throughout the United 
States at every agricultural college, and many attempts 
have been made to bridge it.
The School of Agriculture has been organized for 
the purpose of giving a practical education to young 
men who are unable to pursue the full college course 
in agriculture. It offers a course of study designed 
to equip them for successful farm life. The methods 
of instruction are designed to educate the students 
toward the farm and to develop in them a love for farm 
life by shov/ing them its possibilities.19
One finds in the Syllabi of courses offered in the
summer school of 1909 at Louisiana State University, a course
entitled "Agriculture in the Common Schools." The purpose
for the course was to promote the teaching of agriculture in
the elementary schools. The course was taught by Professor
V. L. Roy and is described as follows:
19Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of Public 
Education to the Governor and to the General Assembly. 19Û6- 
1907 (Baton Rougel The Daily Sltate Publishing Co., State 
Printers, 190S), p. II4.
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Purpose: To give teachers a knowledge of the
more fundamental principles of elementary agricul­
ture, and to present methods of teaching the subject 
in the grammar grades.
Scope: The course will include:
a. Study of the elementary principles of the 
science, vn.th a view to its introduction into more 
schools.
b. Discussions of method in teaching the sub­
ject.
c. I-iaking, installing and using simple appara­
tus to study and illustrate principles.
d. Experiment in germination, soil water in 
relation to plants, plant food, seed purity and 
selection, plant propogation and pollination.
e. Discussions of the value of boys’ agricul­
tural clubs, home garden clubs, and excursions to 
the University, as adjuncts to the work in grammar 
school agriculture; methods and plans for the organ­
ization of such clubs.
f. Function of the school garden in the course.
Tvro lectures and four hours of laboratory.20
Typical Examination Questions Employed in the Examina­
tion of Teachers of Agriculture. In order for one to obtain 
a second grade certificate, entitling him to teach agriculture, 
it was necessary that the applicant make an average of 80 
percent on all subjects collectively and not fall below 50 
percent on any one subject. Typical questions on agriculture
20Biennial deport of the State Superintendent of Public 
Education for the SessTon I90B-I9O9 (Baton iiouge: Tïïë New __________________________ 0'
AdvocatiT Official Journal, I9I0), pp. 165-166.
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employed in examining applicants for a second yrade certifi­
cate entitling one to teach agriculture were as follows:
1. Discuss briefly the origin of soil.
2. I.'ame and describe four kinds of soil.
3. How would you illustrate the need of moisture in
soil?
4. Ifiiat is "crop rotation," and what is its value?
5. How does a plant feed from, the soil and from the 
air? How would you show this by experiment?
6. V/hat are tubercles?
7. lame three leguminous plants and state their value.
S. State an experiment vath corn that could be used
to show the value and importance of pollination.
9. hame different methods of propopating plants.
10. Why is the study of agriculture important in 
Lousiana?21
ESTADLlSHilLhT OF AGIlIOULTUilAL düUCATlÜh
II. LOUISIANA HIGH SCHOOLS
In 1908 the Legislature of Louisiana passed a law for 
the encouragement of agriculture teaching in high schools and 
voted Y300.00 to each school maintaining a course approved 
by the State Board of Education. Schools receiving state aid
Z^lbid.. pp. 274, 290.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
c2
for teachin~ agriculture were later divided into two types. 
Schools of type one had to have from five to ten acres of 
land for practical agricultural instruction, and were -ranted 
annually hi,200 of state money. Schools of type two were 
granted t400.00.^2
During the session of 1909-1910, the activities of 
the Louisiana Staue University Department of Agricultural 
Extension were largely concerned with the organisation and 
promotion of the Soys’ Dorn C l u b s .23
In 1910 the General Assembly appropriated C25,000.00 
annually for two years to be used in establishing agricultural 
departments in the secondary schools of the state. At the 
same time the State Superintendent of education, T. li. Harris, 
appointed the Director of Agricultural Extension to supervise 
the schools and to draft a course of study to be u s e d .24 
On September 1, 1910, a cooperative agreement was 
entered into between Louisiana State University, the office 
of the Farmers Cooperative Demonstration Work, the Bureau of 
Plant Industry, and the United States Department of Agriculture
22Alfred Charles True, A History of Agricultural Educa- 
tion in the United States, 1785-192$ I Washington: United States
Government Printing Office, 1929), P* 34d.
233iennial Report of the State Superintendent of Public 
Education for the Ses'sTon 1 9 0 8 9~(Baton Rouge: The Kew
AdvocateT Official Journal, 1910.), p. 93»
24ibid.. p. 104.
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whereby Professor V. L. Roy was retained as Director of the 
Agricultural Extension Department of Louisiana State Univer­
sity.25
At a meeting of the State Board of Education on April Ip,
1912, the Extension Department of Louisiana State University
was designated as a supervisory agency, as indicated below:
The Extension Department of the State University 
shall supervise the work of the departments of agri­
culture and domestic science, shall visit the schools 
expressing a desire to install this work for the pur­
pose of giving aid and advice and ascertaining whether 
or not such schools are prepared to meet the require­
ments of the State Board, and shall report annually 
or oftener upon the work that is being done by the
schools of this character.2b
When V. L. Roy resigned as Director of Agricultural
Extension on July 8, 1911, Professor E. S. Richardson became
director.27
Soon after the passage of Act iio. 448 of 1914, per­
mitting the hiring of supervisors, a supervisor of agricul­
tural schools was placed in this position.28
25ibid., pp. 93-IO4.
2&minutes, State Board of Education, April 15, 1912, 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, pp. 2U^-2iO.
o n'Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of Public 
Education for the Session 1908-1909, op. cit., pp. 93, IÔ4I
H. Harris, "History of Education in Louisiana," 
(Unpublished master’s Thesis, Louisiana State University, 
Baton Rouge, 1924), P* 121.
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In 1914 P. L. Guilbeau was appointed State Director 
of Agricultural Instruction— being employed jointly by the 
State Board of Education and Louisiana State University.^^
In his second annual report to the State Board of Edu­
cation on August 31, 1909, S. E. Weber, State High School 
Inspector, commented regarding the development of an agricul­
tural course for the secondary schools. Weber stated that 
one of the most promising features of the year's development 
of secondary education was the formulation of an agricultural 
course and the establishmient of one high school in which the 
agricultural course was being inaugurated.
The inspector judged that the provision vrfiereby the 
teacher of the agricultural sciences must hold a B.S.A. degree 
from an approved agricultural college would give immediate 
prestige to the agricultural course. In addition, he stated, 
the standard of qualifications for teachers of agriculture 
would work toward the highest qualifications for teachers of 
other high school subjects. By the institution of agricultural 
courses in conriection v/ith other courses in high schools, and 
by making practical applications in all high school subjects, 
students in country high schools would be educated to live at 
home; the possibilities of country life would be appreciated; 
and the dignity of farming would be raised.
29Stimson and Lathrop, o£. cit., p. 163.
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Weber, while pointing out the possibilities of agri­
culture in the schools' curricula, hastened to say that the 
success of the lîiovement depended upon a proper beginning.
An attempt on the part of untrained men to teach the agricul­
tural subject would retard the movement and bring it into 
greater discredit than the efforts of a number of succeeding 
years could counteract. The incompetent teacher would at 
once be the object of ridicule, and the farmers would not 
have the proper confidence in this incompetent teacher.
Weber further recommended that the teacher of agricul­
ture be a young man who had made specific preparation to fill 
such a position, that he should make his home in the community, 
become a regular member of the school’s faculty, and put him­
self in close touch with the farmers of the community.
It is evident that the recommendations of inspector 
Weber had a great carry-over, as most of the criteria set 
forth by Weber are still in effect.
3. E. Weber had obvious convictions concerning the 
qualifications and activities of the teacher of agriculture 
and about the agricultural curriculum. His point of view 
and his thinking are reflected in the following statements:
The four-year course in agriculture should have 
equal recognition from the State Department of Edu­
cation with the other courses:
1. Provided, The teacher of agriculture hold a 
3.S.A. degree from an approved agricultural college;
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2. Provided, Such teacher work in conjunction 
vri-th, and under the direction of the experimental 
station connected v/ith the State University;
3. Provided, Such teacher be under the authority 
of the school board, superintendent, and principal, 
as are all of the other teachers in the school;
4. Provided, He teach the elementary agriculture 
in the grades and the agricultural sciences in the 
high school, and supervise the school gardening of 
the "approved school" with v/hich he is connected;
5. Provided, That the school applying for the 
inauguration of an agricultural course shall offer 
experimental grounds, separated from the regular 
school grounds, the area of which shall be at least 
five acres;
6. Provided, That such school shall be subject 
to the same inspection of the State Department of 
education as any other "approved school";
7. Provided, That the minimum value of science 
equipment for agricultural purposes shall be 4300.00.-30
Teacher Groun Favors Agricultural Education. That the
need for a practical curriculum in the public schools v/as 
advocated by an academic body is brought to light. During 
the annual meeting of the public school teachers of Louisiana 
in 1910, the following resolution regarding agricultural edu­
cation was adopted:
FIRST. The individual’s development is perfectly 
consistent with his surroundings, and whatever the 
character of such surroundings, he is more dependent 
upon them for his daily growth than he is upon the
^‘̂Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of Public 
education to the Governor and to the General Assembly for the 
Sessions"l909-1910~ind I9IÔTI9IT. ojo. cit., pp. 224-2267"
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predetermined and impersonal subject matter of the 
textbook, however essential and absolutely necessary 
to his social welfare they may be. Moreover, his 
future success will be largely influenced and his 
future needs materially provided for or increased by 
his present surroundings.
SdCOhD. It becomes apparent, then, that it is 
as much the especial business of the school man to 
organize and direct the child’s actual present life, 
insofar as possible, as it is to offer him books and 
formal instruction. His future life is to be voca­
tional; and whether his vocation be a trade or a 
profession, agriculture or commerce, it can never be 
removed from, but must always remain closely allied 
with, the physical pursuits of life. Consequently, 
a proper organization of school life must establish 
a rational balance of formal instruction and individ­
ual opportunities. To this end, do the elements of 
domestic science, manual training, and agriculture 
lend themselves insofar as tney become purposive in 
the child’s life. Provision for such education must, 
of necessity, be extremely limited in the country 
school of one room. V;’e feel, therefore, that more 
extended provision should be made when it is reason­
ably possible. Therefore
Be it Resolved, That we most heartily commend the 
efforts of the State and Parish Superintendents to 
establish agricultural high schools and consolidated 
schools (elementary and high) throughout the State, 
for through such organization, we hope ultimately to 
see such a system of industrial education promoted 
as shall utilize present opportunity, and, in a 
measure, provide for future needs.31
According to Gravois, interest in the teaching of
agriculture in the high schools of Louisiana was stimulated
in I90S, and this stimulation led to the establishment of
31jLouisiana State Public School Teachers’ Association 
Journal of Proceedings and Addresses of the nineteenth Annual 
Meeting Held at Baton Rouge, April Ï4-I6, I9I0 (Louisiana 
State Public ÏÏchool Teachers’ Association, 19Ï0), pp. 34-35.
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seven approved departments of agriculture in the high 
schools of Louisiana during the regular school session of
1908- 1909.32
The approved departments of agriculture are identified
by the following quotation taken from the biennial report of
the state superintendent of public education for the session
of 1908-1909:
There are now in Louisiana seven agricultural 
higii schools, situated at the following points:
(1) Oak Grove, Ascension Parish;
(2) 3unkie, Avoyelles Parish;
(3) Arcadia, Bienville Parish;
(4) I-lerryville, Calcasieu Parish 
(Low in Beauregard Parish);
(5) Stonewall, DeSoto Parish;
(6) Bellview, Vernon Parish;
(7) Dodson, Winn Parish;
There are besides, two other schools employing 
agricultural experts and giving instruction in agri­
culture, although not of high school grade, to vat;
(1) Arizona, Claiborne Parish,
(2) Jacoby, Point Coupee P a r i s h .33
32prancois Denis Gravois, "Development of Vocational 
Agriculture in the High Schools of Louisiana" (Unpublished 
Master’s Thesis, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge,
1938), p. 11.
33Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of Public 
Education for tRe Session 190^-1909. op. cit., p. 25ÏT
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The seven approved departments listed above are still 
recognized as being the first agricultural high schools in 
the state.
In a report to Superintendent T. H. Harris, Inspector 
of Agricultural Education, V. L, Roy pointed out that follow­
ing his appointment on September 1, 1909, he endeavored to 
diffuse agricultural information to the boys in the public 
schools of Louisiana. He employed whatever channels appeared 
best in the dissemination of this information. He further 
stated that his employment resulted from an agreement entered 
into by the State Department of Agriculture, Louisiana State 
University Experiment Station, and the United States Depart­
ment of Agriculture,34
V, L, Roy was very much impressed ;vith the success of 
his labors in establishing agricultural clubs in the state,
A report of his, regarding these clubs, is given below:
The boy’s agricultural club movement has met, 
during the last year, the most cordial encourage­
ment at the hands of farmers, business men, parish 
fair officials, police juries, school boards, school 
superintendents, teachers, and officials in general. 
The clubs have been recognized as a powerful organized 
agency for disseminating a knowledge of fundamental 
agricultural principles among the present as well as 
the next generation of farmers,35
34ibid,, p, 254. 
35lbid,. p, 262,
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Retardation in the Development of Agricultural 
Schools. As ifith any new venture, there was some opposi­
tion to the establishment of agricultural courses in the 
high schools. Given here are the remarks of Or. Craighead, 
President of Tulane University, which represented the think­
ing of a small group:
. . .  I think it is a good thing to have an 
agricultural course, it ought to be made a great 
success, if 1 know an\g:hing about conditions in 
the South. The chief difficulty is going to be 
to secure the right king of teaching force. Just 
at present it is going to be almost impossible to 
do this. The whole problem will resolve itself 
into how to get a good, successful teacher who can 
do this agricultural work. The time is not ripe 
for these agricultural schools. '.7e should wait a 
little while longer, until we are sure of success, 
before we make this attempt.36
During the pre-vocational period, the movement to 
introduce agriculture courses into the secondary school 
curricula met \d_th indifferent success. The factors respon­
sible for the slovmess with which the movement progressed 
were the highly theoretical nature of the courses offered, 
the agricultural farms connected with the school, and the 
confusing of the purpose of agriculture instruction in the 
secondary schools with the purpose of collegiate instruction 
in the same subject.37
3^Proceedings of the Conference of High-School Prin­
cipals of Public Education, December lïï^lG, 1906 (Baton 
Rouge: The Kew Advocate. 1909), p. 12.
37stimson and Lathrop, op. cit., p. 163.
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Stuart G. lioble offers some enlightening facts in 
explanation of the slovmess ;vith which the development of 
agricultural schools proceeded.
In some of the schools for agriculture the de­
velopment of courses was retarded by the lack of 
well trained teachers, by the lack of suitably 
organized materials, and by the tendency to cling 
zo the traditional high scr.ôol programs. The rural 
population took none too easily to book farming and 
were inclined to measure education in terms of 
classical learning, hveryi'fhere tlie conflict be­
tween the ideal of discipline and the practical 
motive of agriculture tended to retard the advance 
of the subject.3S
By examining agricultural student enrollment reports 
one finds that a fluctuation in enrollment prevailed. This
change in the rise and fall of enrollments durinn the pre-
vocational period of 1908 to 1917 was, according to Gravois, 
due to the prices of farm commodities. Vlnen prices of farm 
commodities were high, the enrollment would increase. V/hen
prices were low, the enrollment would d e crease.39
Legislative Provisions for Instruction in Agriculture 
in Louisiana. The actual addition of agriculture to the 
public school curricula in Louisiana was provided for with 
the passage of Act 306, of 1910. The act reads as follows;
 ̂Stuart G. Loble, A History of American Education, Re­
vised Edition (Hew York: liliinehart and Gompany, Inc., 19547,
p. 358.
99Gravois, op. cit.. p. 11.
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liequirin^ that agriculture or horticulture in­
cluding home economics, shall be taught in all the 
elementary and secondary schools of the Staue of 
Louisiana.
Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly 
of the State of Louisiana, that in addition to the 
branches in which instruction is now riven in the 
public schools of the State of Louisiana, instruction 
shall also be given in all the elementary and second­
ary schools of the state in the principles of agri­
culture or horticulture and in farm or farm economy.
Section 2. Be it further enacted, etc., that 
all laws or parts of laws in conflict m th the pro­
visions of this act be and the same are hereby re­
pealed. 40
In 1910 the General Assembly appropriated o25,000 
annually for two years to be used in establishing agricul­
tural departments in the secondary schools of the state.41 
Requirements of Agricultural Schools Receiving State 
Funds. At a meeting of the State Board of Education in 
August, 1910, requirements of the agricultural schools were 
developed. If the schools were to receive a portion of the 
state’s appropriation they must meet the prescribed standards 
of the State Board. The purpose of this provision was to 
insure a conscientious effort on the part of those responsible 
for the development of the program.
40«Acts, Kay, 1910, August, 1910, State of Louisiana,” 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, p. 525.
^^Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of Public 
Education to the Governor and to the General Assembly for the 
Sessions" 1^9-1910 and T^lO-l9TT. op. 'c'it ."7"p.' l04.
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Here are the transactions of the board relative to 
this matter;
On motion of Superintendent Harris, seconded 
by Captain Kidd, the following were fixed as re­
quirements to govern agricultural departments of 
public schools.
3e it resolved. That agricultural departments 
in the public schools of Louisiana which shall 
share in the State appropriation to agricultural 
schools shall be governed by the following require­
ments:
1. The school must have a demonstration farm
of as much as five acres, in one body, and an option 
on an additional five acres which may be secured in 
the event it should be needed.
2. The demonstration farm must have around it 
a fence that is proof against rabbits, chickens, 
and stock.
3. There must be a barn vâth as many as five 
stalls for horses and cattle, a weevil proof grain 
bin containing as much as 1500 cubic feet, a ferti­
lizer room, a hay loft, and a tool room.
4. Apparatus for teaching the sciences:
(a) If the agricultural department is in a 
state approved high school, there must be ^100.00 
worth of apparatus selected especially for the 
teaching of agriculture, and, in addition to this, 
the school must have the apparatus required of all 
approved high schools.
(b) If the school is not an approved ?igh 
school, it must have as much as ^lOO.OO worth of 
apparatus for agricultural teaching. Should 
there be classes in the school through the ninth 
grade, there must be as much as ^?6.00 worth of 
additional apparatus; if there are classes in 
the tenth grade, there must be as much as $150.00 
worth of apparatus in addition to the two amounts 
named above.
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5. Tools:
(a) The school must have as much as 340.00 
worth of tools.
(b) Implements: The school must ovm as much
as -,3140.00 worth of farm implements.
(c) The school must oivn a horse or a mule.
(d) The school must have an appropriation of 
•3250.00 which may be used as the local authorities 
think best in promoting the work in agriculture.
6. The school must employ a teacher of agriculture 
satisfactory to the Department of Education. He must 
be a graduate of an agricultural college, and should 
have had some practical experience in farming. He must 
not be the principal of the school. He must be employed 
for twelve months in the year, and he must not be re­
quired to teach any class in the school outside of the 
department of agriculture, with the exception that he 
may be permitted to do all the work in botany and zo­
ology, if these subjects are given an agricultural 
turn.
7. The maximum number of agricultural departments 
to be established for the session 1910-11 and to share 
in the state appropriation is fixed at twenty.
8. Before any agricultural department shall be 
approved by this Board and permitted to share in the 
appropriation, V x. V. L. Roy, Inspector of Agricul­
tural Education, shall visit the school making 
application and shall submit to the State Board a 
report to the effect that the school has met all of 
the requirements outlined above.
9. All schools making application for agricul­
tural appropriation must meet the above requirements 
and receive the approval of the Inspector of Agri­
cultural Schools by September 1, 1910.42
^^Kinutes, State Board of Education, August 1, 1910, 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
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10. Each school farm shall have at least one high- 
class registered boar of any breed that the community 
might suggest. This boar shall be of service to the 
community under proper regulations.
11. Each agricultural school shall have one high- 
class registered bull of any breed that the community 
might suggest.
12. Each school farm shall have a home canning 
plant,
13. Each school farm shall have a dipping vat for 
the eradication of the cattle tick.43
The last four of these requirements resulted from a 
recommendation to the State Board of Education from E, S. 
Richardson, Director of Agricultural Extension work in the 
state, according to the minutes of the State Board of Educa­
tion of November 6, I9II.
The requirements set forth are logical ones, and no 
doubt served adequately for the purposes intended.
At a meeting of the State Board of Education on 
August 19, 1912, the Board extended the requirements for the 
state approved agricultural schools, as shown in the follow­
ing paragraphs:
1. Titles to school farms on which the school is 
located must be vested in the parish board of education 
or in the public, provided, that in the latter case, 
full use of the property shall be accorded the parish 
board of education for the purpose of maintaining an 
. agricultural high school and the terras of the lease spec­
ified in the contract properly drawn and duly recorded.
43iviinutes. State Board of Education. November 6, 1911. 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana
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2. The parish board of education must pass a 
resolution establishin'^ such school as an agricul­
tural high school,
3* ho agricultural high school shall be approved 
or maintained vath an attendance of fewer than twelve 
students in the agricultural school department; pro­
vided that this ruling shall not prevent each parish 
from maintaining one agricultural school.
4. The minimum! length of session for such school 
shall be nine months.
5. Buildings for agricultural high schools shall 
be suitable— that is, proper classroom space and fur­
nishings shall be provided for the work of these schools,
6. An approved agricultural school shall follow 
the required course of study for departments of agri­
culture.
7. The minimum length of recitation periods for 
agriculture high school subjects shall be forty min­
utes.
Ô. The school must employ a teacher who is a 
graduate of an agricultural college, and he should 
have had some practical experience in farming. He 
must be employed for 12 months in the year, and do 
recitation work one-half of each school day. This 
recitation work shall consist in teaching agricul­
ture as outlined by course of study.
9. The agricultural teacher shall have charge of 
the agricultural extension work in the parish in which 
his school is located. He shall devote each Saturday 
and two days out of each month to this extension work 
during the session, iiore time may be devoted to this 
work during vacation.
10. The agricultural extension work shall consist 
in directing and giving information to boy's corn and 
pig clubs in the parish. He shall visit, when conven­
ient, their plots of corn and give demonstrations in 
cultivation and seedcorn selection, etc. He shall 
also give demonstrations in stock judging to the boys 
belonging to the pig clubs.
11. While engaged in this extension work the parish 
board shall be required to defray the actual expenses 
incurred by him.
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12. The agricultural teacher shall be required 
to make monthly reports on the extension work to the 
parish superintendent and Department of Agricultural 
Intension. He shall also make a separate detailed 
report monthly of the character of the work done in 
the agricultural school.
13. The school must have an appropriation from 
the parish school board of at least h250.00 annually 
for maintenance, which may be used as local authori­
ties think best in promoting the work of agriculture.
14. The school must have a demonstration farm of 
as much as ten acres in one body, or be conveniently 
located vdth reference to the school.
15. The demonstration school farm must have around 
it a fence that is proof against stock, with at least 
two feet of woven wire at the bottom.
16. Bach school having a department of agriculture 
recognized by the State Board of Education is required 
to have an agricultural library. There must be ex­
pended annually y<l5.00 in the purchase of books.
17. All available bulletins and farm journals 
should be kept on a table in the agricultural library 
to be used for reference.
lo. Ho school shall receive appropriation from the 
state until all the above requirements have been met.
19. Schools preparing to meet the requirements 
and desiring state aid shall make application by 
August 1 of each year.
20. The Agricultural Extension Department of the 
Louisiana State University has been designated to 
supervise agricultural and domestic science depart­
ments in all schools receiving state aid for this 
purpose.
21. The State Board of Education has provided for 
thirty agricultural departments and has made an appro­
priation of ylOOO.OO each to be paid in twelve equal 
monthly installments.44
44p&nutes, State Board of Education, August 19. 1912, 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, pp. 220-223.
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Beginning vâth the time it was first introduced into 
the schools, pre-vocational agricultural education enjoyed 
the support of the state superintendent of public education, 
nevertheless, there are some indications that the agricultural 
schools did not always measure up to the expectations of the 
state superintendent. For example. Superintendent T. H. Harris, 
was not satisfied v/ith the status of agricultural education 
in the schools in 1913, as evidenced by the following letter:
For three years the state has been fostering and 
aiding departments of agriculture in the public schools. 
V/hen this v/ork was inaugurated, I hoped and believed 
that it would prove a great stimulus to a better agri­
culture in the state. The results, however, have not 
been very gratifying. V/ith a few brilliant exceptions, 
the departments have not accomplished the good that v/as 
expected of them. They have not justified the confi­
dence and respect of the public nor the expenditures 
of money required to maintain them. . . .
The object of this letter is to urge you to throw 
into this agricultural work the best of your brains 
and effort and to make it a success. Unless this is 
done, the public v/ill soon demand, and rightly so, 
the abandonment of this type of school work.45
Curriculum for Pre-Vocational Agriculture Students.
In the pre-vocational agriculture period curricula existed, 
as they exist today, although one is aware of the fact that 
facilities were not as readily available as they are in to­
day’s modern school. In the biennial report of the state
^^Gircular Letter Humber 27 dated October 6, 1913, of 
the State Department of Education of Louisiana.
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superintendent of public education for the session I9O6-I909 
is found the agriculture curriculum for the public schools. 
The outline of high school courses presents the literary, the 
commercial, and the agriculture curricula.
The agriculture curriculum follows:
Agriculture Curriculum (1908-1909)
First Year
First Term Second Term
English 5 English 5Agriculture 6 Algebra 5Arithmetic 5 Agricultural Zoology 5








Engli sh 5 English 5Algebra 5 Algebra pAgricultural Zoology 5 Ancient History 5Bookkeeping 
Drawing (2)
5 Breeds and Breeding 5








I-:ed. and Mod. Hist. 3





Same as first term, except 
that for bookkeeping in the 
commercial course place 
Stenography and Typewriting 
5 periods weekly.








Agricultural Chemistry 5 






Same as first term, except 
that for Economics or Com­
mercial History in Commercial 
and Agricultural courses 
place Geography or Commercial 
Law.
English and American Litera­
ture second half of the vear.^o
In the state course of study for high schools of 
Louisiana for 1913 is found a course in agriculture. A reg­
ular course in this subject (major in agriculture) consisted 
of three units in agriculture.
The course under discussion is hereby presented:^?
Agriculture Course (1913)
First Year Periods per Week Unit Value
English
Botany and Agriculture 
Arithmetic (1)
Algebra (11)
Geography (1) - 2 
Grammar (1) - 3 
Zoology (11)












♦̂•̂ Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of Public 
Education for the Session 1906-19Ù9, op. cit., pp. l‘Ŝ -l'89.
^^Louisiana State Department of Education, State Course 
of Study for High Schools of Louisiana for 1913 (Baton Rouge: 
Rainires-Jones' Printing Company., 1913 ), pp. 10-11.
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Second Year Periods per Week Unit Value
Engli sh 5 1
Algebra 5 1
Ancient History 5 1
Farm Crops 5 1
Field and Shop 3 —
Music and Art 2 —
25
Third Year Periods per Week Unit Value
Engli sh 5 1
Plane Geometry 5 1
Chemistry 5 1
Farm Animals 5 1
Field and Shop 3 -
Music and Art 2 —
25
Fourth Year Periods per Week Unit Value
American History and Civic s 5 1
Physics 5 1
Soils and Fertilizers 3 1
Rural Law and Farm Management 2 1
Secondary Arithmetic and
Farm Bookkeeping 5 1
Field and Shop 3 -
Music and Art 2 —
25
Field and Shop (four years) 1
Music and Art (four years.
special teacher) 1 _1
17
In a report to the state superintendent of public edu­
cation in 1914, P. L. Guilbeau, State Inspector of Agriculture, 
discussed the course of study in the agricultural schools, 
lie informed the superintendent that the course in agriculture 
consisted of four years of both theoretical and practical 
work, beginning in the eighth grade and terminating in the
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eleventh grade. This entitled the pupil taking agriculture 
to four units toward graduation.
During these four years specifier, textbooks were used, 
and as progress ’was made in the different texts there was ap­
plication on the farm of the principles studied.
Much stress was placed on the following topics of
study:
1. The utilization of leguminous crops to enrich the 
soil and increase crop production.
2. The necessity of introducing better cattle and hogs 
on the farms of Louisiana.
3. The advantages enjoyed in Louisiana for dairying.
4. The adaptability of Louisiana soil and climate for 
fruit production.
Evidence of the fact that agricultural instruction was 
enjoying a sizable amount of popularity in 1913 is revealed
by Guilbeau’s statement that over 1,000 boys had taken advan­
tage of the agricultural course during the past school session,
In the same report, Inspector P. L. Guilbeau made a 
couple of interesting recommendations to State Superintendent 
T. h. Harris. They were as follows:
1. Girls should be required to take agriculture
through the eighth grade.
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2. The appointment of the agriculture teachers 
should always be made through the recommendations of 
the State Inspector of Agricultural S c h o o l s .46
Types of Agricultural Schools. At a meeting of the 
State Board of Education on August 6, 1913, a resolution was 
adopted recognizing two types of agricultural schools, limit­
ing to two the number of agricultural schools that any parish 
might have.
Explanation of the two types of agricultural schools 
as outlined by the State Board of Education follows:
Type ho. 1— Agricultural schools maintaining dem­
onstration farms, implements and other equipment 
necessary to cultivate the demonstration farm (the 
same as the agriculture sc;:ools nov; maintained).
Type ho. 2— Agricultural schools employing a 
competent teacher of agriculture and having all 
demonstration work done on the farms of the parents 
of the boys attending the schools, each boy in the 
agriculture class being required to cultivate on 
his father’s farm as much as one acre in some farm 
crop.49
Agricultural schools of the first type were to receive 
twice as much appropriation as agricultural schools of the 
second type.
departments in Glass XI wore not required to have any 
agricultural equipment, heither did they operate demonstra­
tion farms, but the boys in such departments were required
4^Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of Public 
Education for the Sessions T^3-19l4, and' 1914-1913 iBaton 
Rouge: Ramires-Jones”Printing Co., I9I4T, pp. 124, 126, I30.
49hinutes, State Board of Education, August S, 1913, 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, pp. 26Ü-2bl.
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to do certain textbook v/ork in agriculture and certain prac­
tical v/ork at home under tlie supervision of the teacher.50 
Pre-Vocational Community Census Blank. In order to 
assist the teacher of agriculture in developin'- the course 
of study, a Community Census Blank was perfected during the 
second decade. This blank seems to have been a forerunner 
to the present-day enterprise survey forms used by teachers 
of vocational agriculture.








2. Of school age ______
3. Enrolled in school ______
II. Live Stock: Pure Bred native
1. no. of horses and mules ________  ______
2. Cattle ________  _____
3. Hogs ________ __________
4. Sheep ________  _____
5. Poultry____________________ _________ ______
6.
7.
Part IV of the Biennial Report of 1913-1914 and 
1914-1913 (Louisiana State Department oT~Education, Baton Rouge: 
llamires-Jones Printing Co., 1914), p. 54.
5̂ State Course of Study for The Rural Schools and Ele­
mentary Grades of Town Schoolsi [Baton Rouge: Louisiana State
Department of Education',' 1913 ), pp. 146-147.
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III. Crops: Ko. Acres Yield
1. Corn ________  _____
2. Cotton ________  _____
3. Kay crop ________  _____
Ko. Acres Value
4. Truck ________  _____
Ko. Trees Value
5. Fruit______________________ ________  _____
Ko. Acres Yield
6. Peas in corn ________  _____
7. Peas alone ________  _____
8. Peanuts____________________ ________  _____
9. Clover ________  _____
10. Pasture (kind) ________  _____
IV. Improved Implements: number Value
1. Harrows ______ _____
2. Cultivators ______ _____
3. Planters ______ _____
4. Disc plows ______ _____
V. Miscellaneous:
1. Acres of land in cultivation
2. Ko. of acres in legumes
3. Ko. of acres in winter cover crops 
and kinds of crops
4. To what extent is deep plowing practiced?
5. Use made of barnyard manure
6. Extent to which bulletins are used  
7. Extent to which farm papers and other 
periodicals are read
8. Number and kind of rural organizations 
in community
9. Number in corn club __
10. Number in pig club ___
11. Number in tomato club
12. Number in poultry club
VI. Other Data:
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Vil. Conclusions:
1. Amount of canning done
2. Remarks on conditions generally
Kind of roads 
Condition
Road tax  Ko. Kills
School tax Ko. Kills
Essential Equipment for Pre-Vocational Aî̂ ricultural 
Hizh Schools. In the pre-vocauional agricultural high schools 
was found equipment which aided the teacher in carrying out 
the agricultural program. This equipment was particularly 
necessary in the Type I agricultural school— which tended to 
be more vocational in nature than the Type II schools.
The items listed do not include the laboratories.
Items of necessary equipment, exclusive of laboratories, 
comprised the following:52
1. Good agricultural library.
2. Cases for loose pamphlets and bulletins.
3. Good bookcase.
4. Sample of tile for drainage purposes.
5. Samples of the different fertilizers used, 
including cotton, seed meal, acid phosphate, rav; 
rock, phosphate, German Kainit, potassium sulphate, 
sodium nitrate.
6. Samples of different feed-stuffs.
7. Hoes (number left for school to decide).
5^Louisiana State Departmiont of Education, State Course 
of Study for High Schools of Louisiana. 1913, (Baton Rouge: 
Ramires-Jones iPrinting Co., 1913), pp. 167-168.
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8. Rakes (number left for school to decide).
9. Spading forks (number left for school to 
decide).
10. One good steel beam plow.
11. One good small steel frame harrow.
12. One set "Science-Sense" minerals.
13. Different measures— pint, quart, peck, 
half bushel, bushel.
14. One set of store scales.
15. One drainage level vri.th full equipment.
16. Seeds for planting purposes.
17. One good set of tools.
18. Budding and pruning knives.
19. Trowels, to be used in transplanting.
20. One square spade and one tilinr spade.
21. One hand wheel hoe.
22. One hand seed drill,
23. Apparatus for weather work.
Textbooks in Use During the Pre-Vocational Agricul­
tural Education Period. It is interesting to turn back the 
pages of time— by reading materials written 50 years ago—  
and learn what books the students used. Reference is made 
herein to some of the more prominently mentioned agriculture 
books which were studied.
Agriculture for Beginners by Burkett, Stevens, and 
Hill was recommended in 1904 by State Superintendent of
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Public Education James 3. Aswell as bein~ a suitable text­
book.53
Subsequently additional books were added presumably 
as the need arose. They were as follows: Agriculture for
Southern States by Douglas; Southern Field Crops by Duggar;
Farm Animals by Harper; and Soils and Fertilizers by Snyder.54 
The aforementioned adopted textbooks were used in the 
following sequence:
First year— Dug.gar's Agriculture.
Second year— Duggar's Southern Field Crons.
Third year— Harper's Animal Husbandry.
Fourth year— Snyder's Soils and Fertilisers.55 
Foster of Pro-Vocational Agricultural Schools in 
Louisiana During Various Designated Years. In 1911 the follow­
ing schools were placed upon the list of approved agricultural 
schools, and were authorized to share equally in the 325,000.00 
appropriated by the General Assembly for agricultural schools 
for the session 1911-1912:
53Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of Public 
Education to the General"%ssembly, 1904-1^05, op'.'cit., p. 112.
54-3iennial Report of the State Superintendent of Public 
Education for 1913-1914 and 1914-1915, op. cit., pp.~T24, 126, 
130.
55gtate Course of Study for High Schools of Louisiana 
for 1913, op. cit., pp. 167, 1&Ü1
56yjnutes, State Board of Education, I.ovember 6, 1911, 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, p. 199.
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School Parish
1. Grand Prairie St. Landry
2. Ebenezer Acadia
3. Kerryville Sabine
4. St. I'iartinville St. Martin














19. Tallulah Madi son






At a meeting of the State Board of Education on
' 23, 1915, the following schools, with parishes ii
the schools were located, were approved as Type I
•s for the 1915-1916 school session;
School Parish
1. Ebenezer Acadia
2. Oak Grove Ascension
3. I'iarksville Avoyelles
4. Haywood East Baton H(
5. Pride East Baton R(
6. Merryville Beauregard
7. Mt. Lebanon Bienville
8. Grayson Caldwell
9. Oak Grove West Carroll
10. Homer Claiborne
11. Stonewall DeSoto















25. I.'oble Sabine26. Grand Prairie St. Landry











There were 3 7 Type I approved agricultural schools 
approved by the State Board for the year of 1915-1916.
If no departments were dropped and vâth the same 
departments added for the 1916-1917 session, there were 43 
Type I approved agricultural schools in 1916-1917. The de­
partments added for the 1916-1917 session were those added 
in the following places:
^^Minutes, State Board of Education. August 23, 1915, 
Baton Rouge, %oui si ana, p. 20"H7
^^Mnutes. State Board of Education, September 7, 1916. 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, p. 25.
















Type Ho. II agricultural schools for the 1916-lVl? 
school session were as f o l l o w s ;59
School Parish
1. ûeerford East Baton













15. Gaars Mdll Winn
The following Type II schools were added for the follow­
ing year by action of the State Board of Education on Septem­
ber 7, 1916:^0 (It is not known definitely if any were 
dropped; if not, there were 26 Type II schools in the 1916-191? 
session.)
^%linutes. State Board of Education. August 23, 1915, 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, p. 2ÔF7
^^Minutes, State Board of Education. September %, 1916. 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, p. 26.
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School Parish
1. 1:0 ss Acadia










Compiled and summary data relative to agricultural 
schools during the pre-vocational period (1906-191?) are 
shown in Table I. One notices that the first year during 
which approved departments were shown was 1906-1909. There 
was a considerable number of Type I schools throughout the 
period 1913 through 1917. There were not many Type II schools, 
however, until year 1913-16. The number of parishes with 
agricultural schools during the pre-vocational period was 
greatest during the year 1913-1914. Enrollments in the 
schools varied.




















Departments iRrpe 1 Tvpe 11 Elementary Unspecified
1908-1909 7 2 9
1909-1910 17 17
1910-1911 25 25
1911-1912 25 25 347T
1912-1913 27 458"
1913-1914 35 1 31 410;:
1914-1915 35 7 1,047:
1915-1916 37 15 1,296:





the State Superintendent of Public flducabion for the
_________ RoU”e: The Lew Advocate, Official Journal, 1910), p<
Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of Public Education to the Governor 
and to the General Assembly for the Sessions 1909-Ï910 and 191^1911 I Baton 
Rouge: Ramires-Jones Printing Co., 19l2j, pp. 24, 25.
Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of Public Education for the Sessions
1913-1914 ana T914^1915 (Bat on Rouge: Ramires-Jones Printing Co., 1914), p. 10, 
Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of Public Education to the Governor
and to the GeneraT~~Assernbly for the Sessions 1 9 T 1 - I 9 l 2 - I 9 l 3  (  Batoh^^ouge;
Rami res-Tones Printing Co., T9l3 ), p. l'?2'.
Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of Public Education for the Session
1914-1913 1 Baton Rouge: Ramires-Jones Printing Co., 1915), pp. 5-0.
C/)(/) Pa. nut es. State Board of Education, november 6, 1911, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
i-iinutes. State Board of Education. August 23. 1915, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, p. 288.Mihupes. State Bohrd oT Education, April 29T 1918, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, p. 54.
'Enrollment figures only in Table 1 provided by: Iravois, op. cit. 11. MVO
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SULIIARY
The follovrLng points are borne out by the foregoing 
material presented in Chapter III:
1. The State Superintendent of Public Education pro­
vided support and leadership in the early development of the 
pre-vocational agricultural education programs in Louisiana.
2. The addition of agriculture to the curricula of 
schools througiiout the state was deemed worthy for many 
reasons. Some of these reasons were: (a) It would add much 
wealth to the state; (b) it would lead boys into industrious 
habits; and (c) it would connect the schools vath practical 
life.
3. Influential factors leading to the inauguration 
of agricultural education in the public school system of 
Louisiana were: (a) The trend toward agricultural education
in schools in the eastern and northern states— which trend 
spread to Louisiana, (b) Desire on the part of many school 
officials to reduce drop-outs by introducing attractive courses 
wiiich would overcome the indifference of pupils attracted to 
these courses, (c) Desire to improve agricultural information 
in the public schools, (d) Desire to apply the educational 
philosopy that the main function of the public schools was
to meet the needs of the masses who were not going to college.
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4. In the early part of the twentieth century there 
existed a philosophy calling for the provision for education 
not just for the classes but for the masses.
5. Superintendent T. ii. Harris approved the movement
of establishing agricultural scliools throughout the su ate
because it would connect the schools vrith practical life.
Having schools be very practical in nature v;as thought very 
highly by State Superinuendent of Education 7. K. Harris,
who encouraged the introduction of a-^ricultural education into 
uhe large country sci:ools througl'.oiiu uhe suaue.
6. i.ou only through the efforts of the State Super­
intendent of Education but also as a result of the action of 
the State Board of Education was agricultural instruction 
introduced into the schools and placed under the control of 
the state.
7. The State Board of Education required that agri­
cultural instruction be provided in the public elementary 
schools of Louisiana in 1904. Instruction was first pro­
vided in agriculture in Louisiana high schools during the 
I9O8-I909 school session. In I9O8-I909 there existed seven 
high schools in Louisiana in which agriculture was taught.
8. In 1908 the Louisiana State Legislature passed 
a law providing 45OO.GO for each school maintaining an 
agriculture course approved by the State Board of Education.
9. In 1905 the Louisiana State horinal, now i.orth- 
western State College of Louisiana, at iiatchitoches, and
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Southwestern Louisiana Industrial Institute, at Lafayette, 
offered agricultural trainin'- to teachers. At this time a 
two-year short course was offered in agriculture at Louisiana 
State University.
10. The boy’s ayricuiuural club movement met with en­
couragement by farmers, business men, parish fair officials, 
police juries, school boards, school superintenüents, teachers, 
and officials in general. The movement began after I904 when 
the State hoard of education required that agriculture be 
taught in all the public elementary scliools of Louisiana.
11. The movement to introduce atricultural courses 
into the secondary school curriculum during the pro-vocational 
period met with indifferent success, factors responsible for 
this i ;ere the highly theoretical nature of the courses offered, 
the agricultural farms connected vath the school, and the 
confusing of the purpose of agricultural instruction in the 
secondary schools ’.■/itli t!ie purpose of collegiate instruction
in the same subject.
12. Changes in the increase and decrease of enrollment 
of agricultural students from 1908 to 1917 were consistent 
with the fluctuating prices of farm commodities, vfnen prices 
of farm commodities were high, the enrollment would increase; 
and when the prices were low, the enrollment would decrease.
13. The actual addition of agriculture to the public 
school curriculum in Louisiana was provided for vâth legis­
lative enactment of 1910 (Act 306). • -
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14. Comprehensive requirements were established by 
the State board of Education for pre-vocational af-ricultural 
schools that would participate in the state ̂s appropriation 
for such schools.
15. The staters public schools offered curricula 
divided into three areas: the literary, the commercial, and
the agricultural.
16. A Community Census Blank was developed to aid the 
pre-vocational agricultural teacher in developing an equitable 
course of study.
17. An adequate supply of tools and equipment was re­
quired to be provided by the Type I pre-vocational a.'̂ ricul­
tural schools.
18. Text books presenting the principles of elementary 
agriculture were required in the elementary agricultural course 
as early as IÇO5, and continued in use.
19. During the school session of I9O8-I9O9 there were 
in Louisiana seven approved departments of agriculture and 
two elementary school departments in nine parishes; in 1909- 
1910 there were 17 unspecified agricultural departments in 
17 parishes; in I9IO-I9II there were 25 unspecified agricul­
tural schools in 25 parishes; in 1911-1912 there were 25 
approved departments located in 25 parishes. In 1912-1913 
there were 27 approved departments of agriculture; in 1913- 
1914 there were 35 Type I and one Type II agricultural
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schools in 31 parishes; in 1914-1915 there were 35 Type I 
and seven Type II agricultural schools. In 1915-1916 there 
were 37 Type I and 15 Type II agricultural schools; and in 
1916-1917 there were 43 Type I and 26 Type II agricultural 
schools.
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CHAPTER IV
DEVELOFLÏÏKT OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION 
IN THE PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS OF LOUISIANA
The primary concern of this chapter is the development 
of the vocational agricultural education program in Louisiana 
as pertains to the students enrolled in all-day classes. An­
other important phase of the program which involves all-day 
students is the Future Farmers of America (F.F.A.) organi­
zation. The chapter which follows this one is to be devoted 
to the activities of the F.F.A.
Chapter IV is developed around the follov/ing major 
headings: (1) Establishment of vocational agricultural edu­
cation in the high schools of Louisiana, (2) Development of 
the course of study in vocational agricultural education, (3) 
Teaching methods employed in vocational agricultural education 
in Louisiana, (4) Day-unit instruction in Louisiana high schools,
(5) Vocational agricultui’al education during World War II,
(6) Factors contributing to the further development of voca­
tional agricultural education in Louisiana, and (7) Summary.
Pre-vocational agricultural education v/as introduced 
into the public schools of Louisiana during the first decade 
of the twentieth century. Agricultural schools had increased 
in numbers at a slow rate, and many departments were discon­
tinued because of inadequate financing. The school farms
119
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allied vâth agricultural schools had in many instances been 
a detriment to the agricultural schools. Low prices of farm 
commodities had likei-d.se served to lower the morale of agri­
cultural students and farmers. Yet, the agricultural schools 
were here to stay.
The State Superintendents of Public Education had 
through the years believed in the worth of agriculture as a 
subject and had advocated that it be taught in the elementary 
schools and high schools. Leadership in the high echelon of 
school affairs helped to keep the agricultural schools in 
operation, but the need of financial support was evident.
Passage of the Smith-Hughes Actl by Congress in February 
of 1917 appeared to be the answer. The vocational agricultural 
education program in Louisiana has been augurnented in many 
respects by the provisions of this act, which has provided 
not only financial stimulus but also leadership and supervi­
sion.
nSTABLISIII-'Jii.'T OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURAL RDUCATIOK 
II; TH3 HIGH SCHOOLS OF LOUISIANA
Louisiana Legislature Accepts Smith-Hughes Act. The 
fact that Louisiana’s people were receptive to the agricultural 
education program is substantiated by the eagerness on the part
^U.S., Statutes at Large. 64th Congress, 1916-1917, 
Part I, pp. 929-936.
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of the people to accept the Srr.ith-Hur,hes Act. It is a lo'ical 
assumption that the Louisiana le^islatoi’s in 1916 v;ere expres­
sing the views of the citizens of Louisiana when they accepted 
the provisions of this act.
It was during the Regular Session of the Louisiana 
Legislature in hay, 1916, that a body of men was ready to 
accept officially the proposed Rational Vocational Act (Smith- 
Hughes Act). A bill signed by Governor Ruffin G. Pleasant on 
July 6, 1916 (Louisiana Act 179 of hay, 1916) incorporated into 
the laws of Louisiana the provisions of the Smith-Hughes Act.
3y passage of this act the Governor was authorized to accept 
the provisions of what is nov/ knovm as the Smith-Hughes Bill, 
and thus provision was made for vocational education in the 
high schools of Louisiana.
Act 179 (of the State of Louisiana) also designated the 
State Board of Education to cooperate vâth the Federal Board 
for Vocational Education in the administration of the Smith- 
Hughes Act. The Louisiana Act was to take effect upon passage 
by the Congress of the United States of the Smith-Hughes Bil3.. 
Thus, Louisiana indicated its interest in vocational agricul­
ture by accepting the Rational Vocational Act six months before 
its passage in Washington.^
^Francois Denis Gravois, "Development of Vocational 
Agriculture in the High Schools of Louisiana" (Unpublished 
master's Thesis, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, 
1938), pp. 13-14.
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Further evidence of the acceptance of the provisions of 
the Smith-IIuthes Act in Louisiana is provided in the follovan.̂ ; 
comprehensive report:
Act ho. 52 of I9I0— Vocational Education:
Section 1. he it enacted by the General Assembly 
of the State of Louisiana, That the State of Louisiana 
hereby accepts all of the provisions and the benefits 
of an act passed by the Senate and House of Representa­
tives of the United States of America, in Congress 
assembled, entitled, "an Act to provide for the promo­
tion of vocational education; to provide for co-operation 
v;ith the States in the promotion of such education in 
agriculture and the trades and industries; to provide 
for co-operation v/ith the States in the preparation 
of teachers of vocational subjects; and to appropriate 
money and regulate its expenditures," approved February 
twenty-third, nineteen hundred and seventeen.
Section 2. 3e it further enacted, etc.. That the 
State Treasurer is hereby constituted and appointed 
the custodian of the moneys paid to the State of 
Louisiana for vocational education, under the pro­
visions of such act, and such moneys shall be paid 
out in the manner provided by such act for the purposes 
therein specified.
Section 3* 3e it further enacted, etc.. That the 
State Board of Education of the State of Louisiana, 
together vâth representatives of the State Federation 
of Labor, to be named by the Governor, is hereby des­
ignated as the State Board for the purpose of carrying 
into effect the provisions of such act, and is hereby 
authorized and directed to cooperate vâth the Federal 
Board of Vocational Education in the administration 
and enforcement of its provisions and to perform such 
official acts and exercise such powers as may be nec­
essary to entitle the State to receive its benefits.
Section !+• Be it further enacted, etc.. That the 
State Board of Education, together with the representa­
tives of the Federation of Labor shall have full power 
to represent the State in any and all matters in reference 
to the expenditure, distribution and disbursement of 
funds received from the United States Government in 
said State and to appropriate and use said moneys in 
whatever v;ay will in its discretion best subserve the
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interests of the State and carry out the spirit and 
intent of said act of congress in conformity vn.th its 
provisions.
Section 5* 3e it further enacted, etc.. That such 
Board is hereby authorized to make such expenditure 
for the actual expenses of the Board for the salaries 
of assistants and for such office and other expenses 
as in the judgment of the Board are necessary to the 
proper administration of this Act.3
In the plan as set forth by the State Board of Educa­
tion in 1917 for the administration of the Smith-hughes Act, 
it was specified that certain requirements be met. These re­
quirements have had a profound effect upon the development of 
the vocational agricultural education program from the time 
of its inception. In order for states to receive the financial 
benefits of the Smith-Hughes Act, it was necessary that the 
follovrLng conditions be met:
1. Agricultural schools and departments were to be 
under public supervision and control.
2. The controlling purpose of these schools was to be
to fit one for useful emplo\mnent.
3. The instruction was to be of less than college grade.
4. The instruction was to be designed for persons over
fourteen years of age.
5. !':very dollar of federal funds was to be matched by 
a dollar of state or local money, or both.
^Fifteenth Compilation of School Laws, Bulletin Ho. 333, 
Louisiana State bepartment of EcTucation, November 1936, pp. 127- 
128.
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6. The federal funds were to be expended for only;
(a) Salaries of teachers, supervisors, or directors 
of agriculture.
(b) maintenance of teacher-training for teachers, 
supervisors, or directors of agriculture.^
Thus, the foundation was properly and soundly estab­
lished for the complete operation of the vocational agricul­
tural education program in Louisiana.
Prior to the passage of the Smith-Hughes Act in 1917 
the number of approved agricultural departments had been limited, 
There did not exist a great amount of conformity among the 
parishs' agricultural programs throughout the state.
Data in Table II give the first vocational (Smith-Hughes) 
agricultural departments in Louisiana, their enrollments, and 
the parishes in v;hich the departments were located.
Data in Table III show how rapidly departments of voca­
tional agriculture v/ere established after passage of the Smith- 
Hughes Act.
The total number of vocational (Smith-Hughes) agricul­
tural high schools in Louisiana in 1920-1921 was 22. There were 
nine state approved agricultural departments other than Smith- 
Hughes departments in 1921-1922.
^I&nutes, State Board of Education, April 29. 191^. 
Baton Rouge, Loui si ana, ' p .' 65.
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TA3LS II
DZPARTIIELTS OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE IN THE LOUISIANA 
HIGH SCHOOLS IN 1917-1916, :/ITH ENROLLi:ENTS, AND THE
PARISHES IN WHICH THE DEPARTINJNTS LOCATED^
School Enrollment Parish
Bain-rood g East Baton Rouve








Olla-Standard S La Salle
Poland 15 Rapides
Stonewall o De Soto
Sulphur Calcasieu
Centerville 13 St. Mary
"'No Record.
^Gravois, o£. cit.. pp. 15-16.
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TA3LIi III
VOCATIONAL AGAIGULTUaAL HIGH SCHOOLS 
IN LOUISIANA IN 1920-1921°
School P ar i sh
Hope Villa Ascension
Harksville Avoyelles
Pride Bast Baton Rouge



















State approved agricultural departments 



















^Minutes, State Board of Education. January jl. 1921. 
aton Uoug e, Loui si ana, pp. 132-133.
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It was only vrith a tremendous amount of work and much 
careful planning that the vocational agricultural program v;as 
inaugurated.
A committee representing the agricultural interests and 
composed of J. C-. Lee, Jr. (Chairman), Dean V/. h. Dodson, V/. C. 
Abbott, and the committee representing the educational interests 
and composed of J. Bateman (Chairman), John ". Foote, Super­
intendent V/. 3. Prescott, and Superintendent V/. 3. Hatcher 
conducted a careful study of agricultural instruction that 
should be offered in the elementary schools, in the high schools, 
and in the teacher-training institutions of Louisiana. The 
committee conducted a thorough discussion of the status of agri­
culture in Louisiana, vâth special references as to what the 
public schools could do to aid agriculture.
The report of the committee bears out the thought that 
there was much planning and organization on the part of educa­
tional leaders during the early vocational agricultural educa­
tion period.
The committee adopted the report, which was to be presented 
to State Superintendent of Education T. H. Harris, and through 
the State Superintendent of Education to the State Board of 
Education.
In the report itself it was agreed that Louisiana’s pros­
perity and happiness depended largely upon successful agricul­
ture and education to contribute in every v/ay practicable to 
the advancement of the cause of agriculture.
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It was a.̂ reed that the purpose of the elementary schools 
was to provide the tools of knowledge, along :vith such informa­
tion and mental, physical, and spiritual development as naturally 
accompany the acquisition of the tools of knowledge.
It was the belief of the committee that a great deal 
could be done in the elementary schools to acquaint children 
vâth the many scientific facts and principles vlnich enter into 
successful agriculture. The committee thought that these facts 
could and should be taught in the elementary schools. The com­
mittee recommended that provision be made in the elementary 
school program through a series of directed readings for a 
liberal amount of elementary science— for the treatment in an 
interesting and accurate manner of such subjects as water, air, 
soil, weather, transportation, food, clothing, animal life, 
natural resources, insect life, and bacteria in relation to 
human and plant life. The committee recommended that such 
studies be applied as frequently as possible by example and 
illustration to farm practice and farm problems, so that the 
students might have a better understanding of the reasons for 
the best methods of farm procedure and might have a clearer con­
ception of the possibilities of advancing agriculture through 
the application of science. Further, the committee recommended 
that the agricultural instruction in the elementary schools be 
made a part of the required work in geography.
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It, was the opinion of the committee that the home pro­
ject work (such as was then in operation) by boys in the graded 
and agricultural high schools afforded the best opportunity 
for applying the facts and principles of science to the art of 
farming. The committee believed also that proper encouragement 
and support of this work were of great importance in bringing 
about imiprovement in farm practice, and that special effort 
should be riade to enlarge and strengthen this vrark and to call 
for further participation of the public school teachers in the 
management and direction of the program.
It was the opinion of the committee that collateral or 
supplem:entary reading in agricultural subjects should be effi­
ciently supervised.
The committee noted that directed readings in agricul­
ture in the high schools should be required of all high-school 
students and that the readings should be mainly along the lines 
of applied science.
It was a further recommendation of the com,mittee that 
suitable texts for high schools be selected on such subjects 
as forestry, the principal Louisiana crops, co-operative buying 
and selling, livestock (including beef cattle, dairy cattle, 
hogs, horses and poultry), soils and soil fertility, social 
institutions, and biographies of leaders in agriculture. The 
committee was of the opinion that such agricultural texts as
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may be selected and approved by the State Board of Education 
should be made a prerequisite to high school graduation.7
The foregoing committee reports and recommendations to 
the State Board of Education have no doubt influenced the pat­
tern of vocational agricultural education in Louisiana. All 
of the members on each of the committees v;ere outstanding 
figures in the field of education and være recognized for their 
influence in shaping the pattern of education in Louisiana.
The First State Supervisor of Vocational Agricultural 
Education. Shortly after passage in 1917 of the Smith-Hughes 
Act in Congress, P. L. C-uilbeau was appointed to be the State 
Supervisor of Vocational Agricultural Education. (See Plate IV, 
which is a picture of P. L. Guilbeau, the first State Supervisor 
of Vocational Agricultural Education in Louisiana.) Guilbeau 
had previously been serving in this position during the pre- 
vocational period— having been appointed State Director of 
Agricultural Instruction in 1914, at which tim.e Guilbeau had 
been employed jointly by the State Board of Education and the 
Louisiana State University.
The primary aim of State Supervisor Guilbeau at the out­
set of the vocational agricultural program was to promote the
7'Official Proceedings, State Board of Education. Januarv 
21, 1926. i'ieoting Held in Orleans Parish ïïchool Board Office, 
Lew Orleans. Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 1926, pp. 13-14»
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Plate IV
P. L, Guilbeau, the first State Supervisor of 
Vocational Afi;ricultural Education in Louisiana.
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vocational program in the state’s public hi^h schools. Guilbeau 
reportedly made two supervisory visits to each hiyh school agri­
cultural department during the year. During his supervisory 
visits he would either teach or outline a lesson in each of the 
schools visited. The supervisor would make project visits, and 
attend faculty meetings and other gatherings of teachers. Durin,' 
a visit to an agricultural school the supervisor would carefully 
check project record books ar.d notebooks.
The supervisory activities of the first State Supervisor 
of Vocational Agriculture made a lasting contribution to the 
program and established the supervisory framework for the pro­
gram and for his successors.
marly Qualification Acquirements of Teachers of Voca­
tional Agriculture. At the outset of the program in vocational
agricultural education teacher qualification requirements were 
not at all stringent. In later years, however, the State plan 
v;as modified, and teacher requirements were raised.
The following statement relative to the minimum require­
ments for teachers of vocational agriculture is taken from the 
first State plan (as of 1917):
The head of the agricultural department in a school 
receiving aid from the Smith-Hughes funds shall be a 
graduate of an Agricultural and mechanical college.
The teacher will be employed by the year, and at^a min­
imum salary of fifteen hundred dollars per year.&
^hinutes, State Board of Education, April 29. 1918, 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, p. 65.
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It is interesting to compare the initial teacher re­
quirements ivith the requirements of later years. As the agri­
cultural proyram yrev; in scope and complexity, teachers were 
expected to present better qualifications and to exemplify 
greater proficiency in teaching.
3y the early thirties standards were in fact being put 
to use. To obtain a certificate of eligibility to teach in 
Louisiana in a high school department of vocational agricul­
ture that had been approved for federal aid, a new teacher 
was required to satisfy certain requirements as indicated 
below;
1. The teacher must have completed in a land-,grant 
college a four-year agricultural course including the technical 
subjects as outlined in the agricultural education teacher- 
training course. A minimum of nine semester hours in agricul­
tural education as prescribed in the teacher-training course, 
two of which must be practice teaching, was also required.
2. It was mandatory for the teacher to have lived on a 
farm and to have had farm experience after his fourteenth 
birthday for at least two years. It was required that he be 
skilled in the operation of a farm.
3. The teacher was required to be a man of maturity 
and strong personality. He was not to be less than twenty-one 
years of age nor more than forty years of age at the beginning 
of his service.
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4. i-o teacher could be employed to teach agriculture 
in an approved federally aided school unless his experience as 
a teacher of agriculture had been continuous since the year of 
graduation; otherwise he must meet the requirements in force 
at the time that he souyht to enter the teaching service.
5. It was necessary that the teacher know and appre­
ciate the conditions of farm life and be in accord vdth the 
vocational agricultural program.
6. Because of his duties vrLtli high-school students, 
farmers, and other groups, the teacher of vocational agricul­
ture had to possess qualities of adaptability and leadership. 
Required also was the ability to express ideas in correct and 
clear-cut Znglish. The teacher was required to be free from 
physical handicaps that would interfere in any way with the 
work of the teacher as a teacher of vocational agriculture.
7. Teachers and others who after teaching vocational 
agriculture became engaged in other work were expected, in 
order to re-enter vocational agricultural teaching, to meet the 
requirements in force at the time the teacher re-entered the 
service.
The teacher requirements of the earlier years and those 
of the later years are given so as to point up the progress 
made, as the program developed, in providing well trained
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teachers. The current teacher requirements are, of course, 
far in advance of ai:y of the earlier requirements.'
The current state plan for vocational agriculture re­
quires that teachers of vocational agriculture have 46 hours 
of general education, and these are to be in a distribution 
prescribed by the State Board for the certification of teachers. 
The present day teacher must have a minimum of IS semester hours 
in professional courses, of which at least three semester hours 
are in the history of education, foundation of education, and/or 
philosophy of education; not less than three semester hours must 
be in educational psychology and/or principles of teaching; at 
least four semester hours are required in student teaching; and 
an additional eight semester hours mist be in agricultural edu­
cation appropriate to the teaching level.
The current requirement under the State plan is that 
teachers of vocational agriculture vdll have no less than 60 
hours of technical agriculture, which vâll be distributed in 
the curriculum as recommended by the State Supervisor of Agri­
cultural Education and approved by the State Supervisor of 
Teacher Certification.^^
^Shelby K. Jackson, Vocational Agriculture In Louisiana 
High Schools— a Bulletin of General Information (Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana State Department of Education, Bulletin Ho. 272, July, 
1934), pp. 9-10.
l^The Louisiana State Plan For Vocational Education For 
I947-I952. Louisiana State Department of Education, Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, p. Ô.
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The Louisiana standards for state certification of school 
personnel requires that teachers of vocational agriculture have 
only 50 semester hours in technical agriculture. This work is 
divided into the followin' areas of technical agriculture:
a. Agricultural economics and farm management.
b. Agricultural engineering and farm shop.
c. Animal studies.
d. Plant studies.
Larlv Salaries and Travel Expenses of Vocational Agri­
cultural Teachers. Teachers of vocational agriculture are, in 
accordance with the State plan hired for twelve months during 
the year. Each teacher must ovm and operate an automobile to 
provide transportation in the duties of supervising the activ­
ities of all types of instruction as well as carrying out the 
community service program.
The average cost of operating a car by any agricultural 
teacher was estimated in 1934 at J300.00 for gasoline and oil, 
plus the additional cost of tires, and other necessary equip­
ment. Depreciation costs must also be considered. The school 
board was vested vdth the authority of fixing the salary, after 
which the board could apply to the State Supervisor of Agricul­
ture for reimbursement of federal funds.
Louisiana Standards For State Certification of School 
Personnel. State Department of Education of Louisiana, Bulletin 
ho. 746, 1956, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, p. 13.
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After the salary had been set by the school board, if 
there was not sufficient federal funds available to make re­
imbursement on the salary, the State Supervisor of Agriculture 
notified the school board to this effect.
The followin' salary schedule was recommended for teachers 
of vocational agriculture by the State Supervisor of Vocational 
Agriculture in 1934:





The plan provided that any teacher -who should drop below 
the class of "D" would be eliminated from the profession. It 
was further recommended that salary increases for the vocational 
agriculture teachers be made on the basis of outstanding service 
just as for any other teacher.
The salary increase was to be determined by the parish 
superintendent of schools, and the State Supervisor of voca­
tional agriculture, based on the accepted score card for grading 
vocational agriculture departments and teachers. An approval 
by the local and state school authorities was necessary before 
an increase in salary could be put into effect. The rating 
device used in determining the increase in salaries was formu­
lated by the State Supervisory Staff for vocational agricultural
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education. When the rcaxiniuir, salary had been reached, further 
increases in salary were the responsibility of the local school
system concerned.
The requirement of The Louisiana State Plan For Vocational 
Education For 1947-1952, currently in force, is the sanie as 
earlier plans and specified that full-time teachers of vocational 
ayriculture be employed for twelve months per year, most of the 
parish school boards in Louisiana pay the teachers of vocational 
agriculture for twelve months at the same monthly rate as is 
paid for the nine months.
DEVELOPLELT OF THE COURSE OF STUDY In 
VOCATIOI.AL AGRICULTURAL EDUCATIOL
Curricula Offerings Durinm The Early Development of 
Vocational Agricultural Education. The curriculum is always 
considered to be an important factor in that it determines 
courses to be studied and governs the activities to be partic­
ipated in from which learning takes place.
In vocational agriculture, as in other subjects, contin­
uous curriculum revision is essential in order that the needs 
of students be met. If the school's curriculum becomes static, 
then the students of the school will develop an attitude of 
complacency.
12Jackson, od. cit.. pp.  49-50.
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Agriculture, bein:; a science, reflects new developments 
continuously. The teaching of agriculture must keep abreast of 
the scientific developments. In order for this to be accomplished, 
curricular offerings and teaching methods must of necessity be 
timely.
The development of vocational agricultural education in 
the public hiyli schools of Louisiana illustrates curriculum 
revision and changes in teaching methods in accordance vath the 
chan^inj needs of the youth whom, the vocational agricultural 
hiyh schools would serve.
The Louisiana State Flan for Vocational Agricultural 
hducation. (a) ]hi 1917. The State plan for vocational agricul­
tural education provided in 1917 that in agricultural schools 
one-half of the time would be yiven to such subjects as agronomy, 
anir,:al husbandry, and supervised practice in agriculture and 
that time would be ;ivon to instruction in related educational 
subjects— approximately thirty percent of the minimum time beiny 
yiven to subjects other tlian vocational subjects.
The sliyhtly revised State plan for 1918 specified that 
the agricultural schools would be organized '.vith courses ex­
tending throuyh four years. Specific requirements in the plan 
further indicated that in the daily proyram sufficient time 
would be devoted to vocational agriculture so as to have the
^^Ilinutes, State Board of Education, April 29, 1918, 
Baton Route, Louisiana,' p. 65.
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school’s prograin conform to the rs'julations of the federal 
Doard. It was pointed out that the type of course of study 
offered should include both vocational and non-vocational sub­
jects, and should specify the time in minutes to be given each 
week to each subject or group of subjects.
In I-.arch of 1925 State Superintendent of Public Schools 
i'. H. Harris, at a State Board of education meeting held in 
Hew Orleans, proposed the following agricultural curriculum: 
for eighth grade: English, Business Arithmetic, General Science,
Principles of Plant Culture (or Soils and fertilizers); For 
ninth grade: English, Al'-ebra, Biology, Animal Husbandry (or
I'd.Ik Production, or Poultry Keeping); For tenth rrade: English,
Geometry, General History, Horticulture (or field Crops); For 
eleventh grade: English, Physics or Chemistry, American History,
one-half unit in Advanced Algebra, farm fanagement (or Elements 
of Rural Economics, or Farm Engineering). Under this plan the
a.gricultural curriculum provided four units in English, three 
and one-half units in I'athematics, three units in Science, two 
units in Social Science, and fur units in Agriculture. An 
alternate plan provided for only two units in Agriculture and 
two units in Foreign Language, or two units in Agriculture and 
two units in Bookkeeping.
iinutes. State Board of Education. August 17. 1918. 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, p. 78.
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The curriculum comprised sixteen and one-half units 
under any alternate plan.^5
(b) The Plan in 1932-1933» The Louisiana State Plan 
for vocational education in agriculture, 1932-1933, specified 
requirements relative to the courses of study in departments of 
vocational agriculture that were tryin~ to qualify for the 
Smith-Hughes funds.
The first requirement as far as courses of study were 
concerned pertains to the statement that departments of agri­
culture would be organized in senior high schools on the basis 
of a four-year course, and in junior schools on the basis of a 
two-year course.
Requirement number two states that not less than ninety 
minutes per day of the time of the pupil be assigned to instruc­
tion in vocational agriculture; such instruction was to include 
supervised study and practice of agricultural subjects and projects.
The third requirement was tliat the remainder of the time 
must be devoted to instruction in such non-vocational subjects 
so as to give training in culture and good citizenship, vatn 
the object of completing a well-rounded course.
The prescribed courses of study as set up by the State 
Board and approved by the Federal Board for Vocational Education 
were as follows:
Iinutes, State Board of Education, Larch 12. 1925, 
Tulane-Hewcomib Building, i:ew Orleans, Louisiana, pp. lo-lS.




































































































The State plan further emphasized tliat the above course 
of study would be followed in all hi~h schools where vocational 
agriculture was taught, with such changes in the non-vocational 
subjects as shall be recommended from time to time by the State 
liig'n school supervisor.-^
In I93O-I93I State Agricultural Supervisor Guilbeau was 
hopeful that the Federal 3oard would change the len ;th of time 
required for agricultural periods from ninety minutes to sixty 
minutes per day. He held that shorter periods would cause agri­
cultural education not only to be more popular but also, in view 
of the regular school program, more effective.
The following data show in more detail the agricultural 
curriculum as provided for students of vocational agriculture 
in 1933.
^^Plan For Vocational Education In Agriculture. 1932-1937. 
Louisiana State Department of Education (September, 1932J, pp. 5-6.
^^Annual Descriptive henort of The State Board of Vocational 
Education To The Federal Board For Vocational Eclucat'ion, 1930-1931. 
State Department of Education, p. 3»
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Courses for T.irfn Schools Agricultural Curriculur.;:̂ ^
hi -j'.th Grade












Prescribed Subjects Credit in Units
hnylish III 1
General History or Civics 1
Plane Geometry 1
Gleet not less than one 
unit of the folloiviny:
Agriculture (1 unit) »
Chemistry or Physics (1 unit) » n
Poreiyn Lan'uaye ’
Fine Arts (I or 1 unit) ’
1 r' ̂State Department of Education Courses of Study For Hiy;h 
Schools/ bulletin Ho. 259~TSeptember, 1933)', P» iFl








Aineri c an K i st ory 
L’lect not less than two 
units of the following:
Agriculture (1 unit)
Alyebra II (I or I unit)
Solid ieo.uetry (1 unit)
Plane Tri ;ononetry (y. unit)
Cher.istry or Piiysics (I unit)
Foreiyn Lantuare (I unit)
Icono:.:ics (1 unit)
Problems of^Denocracy (1 unit)
Fine Arts or I unit)
Curriculum Acquirements in A -riculture. The maximum 
niu;;ber of units offered toward yraduation has been limited to 
four. In order to meet colleys entrance requirements, students 
enrolled in the agricultural curriculum •iri.tl: the idea of sub­
sequently entering colleye were permitted to substitute foreiyn 
lanyuayes or other basic subjects for one or two years in place 
01 agricultural subjects. A specific statement on this reads 
as follows: "A minimum of one unit and a maximum of four units
in ayriculture may be counted toward y r a d u a t i o n . ”̂ 9
Due to the entrance requirements of many of the colleyes 
and universities, any vocational student v;ho id.shed to pursue 
a colleyiate course other than ayriculture, was in 1929,
19Jackson, 0£. cit., p. 43»
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according to P. L. Guilbeau, allowed to drop agriculture after 
completion of the ninth year.20
Preparation of Curricula by feaciiers. In 192c, the 
teacher of vocational agriculture prepared his ova-, course of 
study and submitted it to the State Department of Education for 
approval. This v;as required by the Smith-Hughes Act v;hich 
stated that the course of study must be designed to meet the 
needs of persons fourteen years of age or over who had entered 
upon or whiO were preparing zo enter upon the v/orl; of the farm.
A statement by Supervisor of Agricultural Education 
g-uilbeau s:iov;s the teacher's responsibility for developing his 
programs:
A one-year teaching program has been formulated by each teacher for his comjnuTiity. Definite objectives have been set up and each teacher during the coming year will v;ork toward the accomplishment of these ob­jectives. It is the piu’pose of the supervisor to require each teacher also to submit a v;ell-defined five-year program.21
Two years later Supervisor Guilbeau requested that each 
teacher of vocational agriculture in Louisiana formulate a plan 
of work and submit it to his office for final a p p r o v a l . 22
2QAnnual Report of The State Superintendent of Public 
Education for 192v-l'-)3^ State Department of Education, Baton 
Rouge, 1̂ 317'"P~ 53.
Annual Report of Tlie State Supervisor of Vocational Agri­culture For The State of Louisiana. 1926-1927. State Department of Education, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, p. 1.
22Annual R eport of The State Supervisor of Vocational A/'ri- culture For The~5tate of Louisiana,' 1927-192S."ïïtate" Department of Education, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, p. 3»
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Development of the Course of Study in Vocational Agri­
cultural hüucatior. in Louisiana» Developin': the course of 
study in vocational agricultural education is a problem about 
which much has been said and written ar.on;: educators in the 
field of vocational agricultural education. The course of 
study has been a primary concern to all teachers of vocational 
agriculture, teacher trainers, distric: and state supervisors, 
and school administrators in yeneral.
The course of study coiaprises four years of work in the 
hi-h schools— work not intended to be four courses, but a con­
tinuation of the same course equitably distributed over a period 
of four years.
The responsibility for course-buildiny rests with the 
teacher of vocational an;riculture. It behooves the teacher to 
choose as wisely as possible the enterprises and jobs for his 
course that vrill serve to meet the needs of the greatest number 
of students.
The content of a course of study in vocational agricul­
ture should be derived largely from the type, or types, of 
farming] prevailing in the community, and should be developed 
upon a selective basis in order to represent a fair composite 
of the farminy programs of the class members.
The courses of study must of necessity be flexible so as 
to meet the instructional demands ;:rowiny out of tJie students’ 
supervised farm-practice programs.23
23jackson, 0£. cit.. p. 39»
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Views of jJ. 0 , floyd Relative to Course Cuildinc. In 
1934 Professor J. C. Floyd suyyested sons principles to be 
employed in the formulation of a proyram in vocational agricul­
ture for the hiyh schools of Louisiana. (See Plate V, which is 
a picture of J. C. Flow'd, who originated the Cross-Section Plan 
of Course Buildiny in Louisiana.) It is apparent that these prin­
ciples have been lony in use in Louisiana, and have unquestion­
ably helped provide the framework around which the modern pro-ram 
is build.
The principles around whicli Professor Floyd suyyested the 
course of study be built are as follows:
1. The work must not be academic in character, but 
must be in accordance vatli our primary aim: To train
present and prospective farmers for proficiency in 
farminy.
2. The proyram must be economically sound; it 
should meet the approval of farm economists and farm 
management specialists. It should be so arranged 
that the course vnll fit readily into a normal high 
school schedule.
3. The vocational ayriculture program should be 
in common with tiiose of otiier major agricultural edu­
cational organizations, insofar as the vocational 
activities permit.
4. Vocational agricultural programs must be an 
integral part of the training program for rural boys.
5. Supervised practice must be the hub or central 
core of the training program. This work sliould reorga­
nize tested practices ’which are found to be improved 
practices by experiment stations and research depart­
ments.
6. The program in vocational agriculture must be 
carefully adapted to the needs, interests, and capac­
ities of the students. It must recognize the farm as 
a method of living as well as a means of living.




J. C, Floyd, who originated the Cross-Section 
Plan of course building in Louisiana.
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7. The pro;;rairi should include only the amount of subject natter which can be tauyht tiiorouyhly.
5. The pro,~rar. should include only farn jobs that 
are found on the b oy’s iionc farm and tiiat the sane boy is ]oin] to do something about.
9. The pro:;rai:, of study in ayriculture should be so organised as to be progressive in interest and dif­ficulty.
10. The work in vocational agriculture should be 
such as to provide training opportunity for all farn boys who need it, who want it, and who are able to profit by it. The pro:ram is not a course in agri­culture, propaganda, or a college preparatory course, but a course in preparation for solving the problems on the farm.
11. The prograi.: in vocational agriculture should recognise the possibilities of evening and part-time work and their interrelation vri.th. the high school 
program.
12. The program should recognize the needs and values of Future Farmer work in the development of rural leadership.24
The preceding statements give the thinking as regards 
course building a little more than ten years after vocational 
agricultural education was inaugui'ated into the high schools 
of Louisiana.
box System Organization of Course of Studies. In the 
early developmental period of vocational agricultural educa­
tion in the high schools of Louisiana the box system of 
organization of the course of studies was employed.
24j, G. Floyd "The Program in Vocational Agriculture 
for the High Schools in Louisiana" Agricultural Education, 
Vol. VI, h-o. 12 (June, 1934), p. 182.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
151
jollowini is vhe plan and sequence in v/liicn. farr. enter­
prises were taken u.p in the vocational agriculture classroon 
studies:
First year--------------- Farr, crops
Second year--------------Animal Production
- nerd year———————————————x or11.culture
Fourth year-------------- Fai’u engineering,
farm niana :er;ent, and 
fan., economics
There were many variations of tine above type of organ­
isation. in Louisiana the eighth and ninth. Trades, and the 
tenth and eleventh rades, were combined and the subjects were 
alternated.
The bo;c system of organization likely had its oripin in 
the departmental organizations in colleyes. At the time of the 
passage of the 3mith-hu :hes Act very little was l:novm about 
special organization in courses of study in ayriculture in 
secondary schools.
Amony the teacher trainers whio did not subscribe to the 
development of tlie course of studies by the box system was 
J. G. Floyd of Louisiana State University. Professor Floyd 
pointed out, however, that duriny an early ten-year period, 
most of the states were adaptiny their courses to the local 
conditions rather than requiriny that basic uniform courses be
25Floyd, op. cit., p. lo2,
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taujht throv, :iiOut the state. Floyd felt tliat the instructor 
who adhered closely to a fixed course of study lessened the 
effectiveness of his work.
The box syster: did not r.eet onuirely the needs of stu­
dents in vocational agriculture. The syster;. held some merit —  
perhaps from the standpoint of economy. It would appear loyical 
to include all the worl: in plant production in one year, since 
the factors of soil, moisture, fertilization, and cultivation 
are somewhat similar for all crops.
however, it must bo remembered that repetitious trainin'; 
is reyarded as one of the fundamental principles of vocational 
education; and that a certain amount of repetition from year to 
year is considered helpful to the learninm; situation.
Some of the weaknesses of the box system of -roupiny 
enterprises into the course of study, as seen by J. C. Floyd, 
were as follows:
1. Placiny crop enterprises in one year and the 
animal enterprises in anotlier is not consistent vâth 
the way a farmer farms.
2. The box system assumes that the students have 
the mental ability, tiic interests, and tiie experiences 
necessary to master all the needed information about 
each enterprise in each year without re,yard for the 
ranye of difficulty of the content for each enter­
prise. There is much content in each enterprise too 
difficult for the first-year boy. hood oryanization 
in teachiny puts the emphasis on appropriate material 
that the boy can learn and not wliat the teacher can 
teach. The cross-section plan permits distribution 
and development of Jobs throuyhout the four-year course 
and arranyement of jobs in accord v/ith rarr-e of dif­
ficulty within each enterprise.
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3. The box syster.: t,snQS to place ei.'.phasis on learning subject-rr.attGr instead of learning to fare.
if. The box systen does not encourage the boy to study the hoee farr.; as a type of farein] unit. Stu­dents should study the enterprises in their relation­ship to the proper rranatenent of the fare.
5. The box system is weak because students who take only one year of agriculture do not yet a very yood idea of hovr to farr:.
6. The box syster: does not yive proper emphasis to farr. r.anaye.r.ent early in the years of study.
7. The box system places a premium on a super­ficial study of many enterprises most appropriate to the farm .’:ome. The futility of tryiny to cover the whole field of ayriciulturc with a view of yiviny the pupil a broad ycneral knowledge which :âll function in farminy has lony been apparent. The cross-section plan permits selection, distribution, and development of enterprises throuyhout the four-year traininy pro­gram.
c. The box system tends to narrow the scope and variety of the supervised farm practice proyram. The cross-section plan permits and encourayes the develop­ment of a supervised pro Tarn on the type-of-farminy 
basis
9. The box system does not put together in learn- iny those thinys t'nat yo together in practice.2b
Professor Ployd suggested that teachers change their
views about the efficiency of the box system, he asserted
that the general system of farming involves both plant and
animal life, and because of this, some system of oryanization
of courses should be used that would consider the requirements
of the learner as a prospective farmer, rather than the subject
26. 'loyd, o£. cit., pp. 182-183.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
154
ir.atter irom the standpoint of "ease of teach.ir.'>" If the 
individual boy can best learn farnir t by learning together 
those thinys that yo together, it would appear that the box 
system is weak, vocational education vn.ll be effective in pro­
portion as it trains the individual directly and specifically 
in the thinkiny and manipulative habits required in the occu­
pation itself.
It was the sentiment of Professor hloyd that teachers 
were tendiny tov/ard the cross-section plan, and that it was 
"a cominy thin ;." he recommended that teachers attempt tiic 
oryanization of their courses of study in ayriculture by the 
cross-section method.
It is now evident that Floyd’s recommendations were 
accepted and put into operation, as the cross-section plan 
of course buildiny is still in effect today.
State Vocational Ayricultural Supervisor Guilbeau re­
ported in 1933 that tlie vocational agricultural course had 
been reoryanized. The course v;as placed on a practical basis 
by yettiny away from the old textbook system of teach.iny and 
by haviny the vocational ayriculture teacher build a course of 
study to meet the needs of the community in which the vocational 
ayricultural department was established.-'
2?Annual Descriptive Report of the State Board of Voca­
tional Education to the 'Federal BoardTor Vocational Education. 
I932II933, State Department of Education, Baton Rouye, Louisiana,
p. 11.
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The box systeir. iiad noû provided the necessary correla­
tion between the supervised practice proyrain and the work 
carried out in the classroom. A proper solution to this pro­
blem i;as somethin- to be desired.
C o m munity Farmin' Type employed in Course b u i l d i n y . In 
the late 1 9 3 0 ’s the "Community Farmin ; Type" met h o d  of builcin- 
a course of study came into existence. Under thi s  plan an 
attempt 'was made to set up w ith the students a four-year t r a i n ­
ing proyrami in line ;n.tli the farminy type carried out in the 
r e s p e c t i v e  c o m m u n i t i e s . 20 Ulie proyram as executed by this 
m ethod was well received and promised d e s irable outcomes. Uiie 
resu l t s  of this plan were so favorable that the system is still 
in effect today.
Given in the followin g payes ai’e t]:e horizontal Teachiny 
Plan For Animal Industry and the Proyram of ;/ork For the Tenth 
and eleventh Grades, as was prepared and put into operation by 
F. C, Garr in 1932. This material was taken from Caar's Faster 
Teacher F.eport for the school session 1932-1933, which was sub­
mitted on behalf of Gaar’s candidacy for the Faster Teacher Award, 
This teachiny plan and proyram of worl-: are characteristic of the 
better type plans in use in the developmental staye of the 
vocational ayricultural proyram.
2^J. Û. Hebert, "The Louisiana C r o s s - S e c t i o n  Plan of Course 
O r y a n i z a t i o n , "  The A g r i c ultural E d ucation F a y a z i n e , Vol. 12, ho. 2 
(Auyust, 1939), p. 20.
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CA3LJ IV
HC:nzo::TAL t z a c h i:;g f l a;: i:: ai:i:jIl i f d u s t a :
rCe EIGHTH AID HIHTH G3ADE3 IF 1932-15332?
Enterprise to 
be Tau':ht September October
Dairying Dairy possibili­
ties, 1 day 
Shovdr.y, 1 day 
Storiny feed,
2 days 




Carin- f or calves.
2 days
Selectin : dai r v
cattle , 2 days
Planning the barn.
1 da"






sibilities of svane, 
1 day 




Guilin: ohe layinn 
flock, 2 days 
Showing the flock, 
1 dav
Feeding for egg pro­
duction, 4 days 
Keeping records,
1 day
Beef Cattle Pasture for beef 
cattle, 1 day 
S’novânn, 1 day
Guying feeder steers 
1 day
horses and Pules
Bee Keepiny Preparing ex­
hibits,
1 day
Caring for the dairy 
1 day
Sheep and Goats Shovâng the sheep, 
1 day
Planning the pasture 
1 day
29II. C. Gaar, Unpublished Paster Teacher’s Deport for 
1932-1933, Deadhimer Hiyh School, Deadhimer, Louisiana,
pp. 6-S.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
157
-'A3L1 IV (Continued)
nOViZOnVAL VZACZIIV FLAI II All:AL iIDCSVI 
VO:: ziGiiv:: A::D iViOzs ::: 1932-1933
I0vender Secenber January




Veodiny, 5 days dare and r.anayeir.ant 
of the herd, 5 days 
Place of dairying on 
the farrr;, 2 days











breed, 1 day 






Place of poultry or 
she farr., 1 day 
Secui'in- breeding 
stock, 1 day 
Ireediny for higher 
production, 2 davs
Possibilities on 





Selectin- the work 
aninal, 1 day
Feediny work anirr.als, 
5 days









voit üi'CHT!! A:.]] I
AnIIlL InÜUSTIlY, : ; c  f la : :  j
GiADzs I:: 1932-1933
February Larch Auril
.location of feed 
crops, 1 day 








hovr to produce 
quality cream,
1 day 












hanaging the breeding 
i'lerd, 1 day 
hanagin; the sow and 
litter, 1 day 
now to register 
animals, 1 day






ci'iicks, 1 day 
Crovdng baby 
ciiicks, k days














The place of 
sheep and 
goats on the 
farm, 1 day
Controlling diseases 
and insects, 1 day
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TA'JLj] IV (Continued)
U03IZ0X7AL TZACHIKI PLAI IV AVIVAI IVdUSTVY 
FOA CIGHTn AID V1V7D JVADIS IV 1932-1933
i-.av Summer
Faking and rnarlcetirn; butter, 
1 day
encouraging the planting of 
legumes and plenty of 
sor'fium to be put dovn. for 
silage
encouraging the development 
of better pastures 
Planning to do awa;' with the 
scrub bull
Vncoura^in- the fanners to 
take more interest in the 
breedin ' stocl: on the open 
ranne
Controlling insects and 
diseases, 3 days
encouraging the production 
of infertile eggs through 
the summer time
Vncouraye the farmers to 
castrate all animals that 
are to be used as beef be­
fore they are turned on 
the range
Value of goats in the cleaning 
out of under brush in the 
development of pastures



















pnoanAi.: of v;o?.k fou tki;tm ai;d flevfi.'th g.iadks ii: 1932-1933^°
humber of Class Periods Per Iionth
Job Sept. Oct. hov. Dec. Jan. Feb. I'ax'. Apr. hav Total
1. Kaking a map of the 
home farm 10 10
2. Taking the inventory 3 5 0
3. Determining the home 
production of the
farm 2 0 8
4. Determining the labor 
requirements 15 15
3. Determining the income 
of the farm 5 5
6. Determining the ex­
penses of the farm 5 5
7. Determining the labor 
income 5 5
g. I-Iaking a critical 
study of the farm 5 3 8
9. Planning a reorganiza­
tion of the farm 7 3 10
10. estimating the labor 
requirements 7 7
11. Securing and main­
taining equipment 5 cV
12. Planning a soil im­
provement program 5 5
13. Replanning the farm homestead 5 5























PnOGRAi: OF V/OKIC FOI:
TABLF
A _j. . 1 i i
V (Continued)
a::d FLBVuhTi: okADss i;: 1932-1933
lumber of Glass Periods Per F.ont’n
Job Sept. Oct. hov. Dec. Jan. Feb. liar. Apr. Mav Total
14. Marketinç^ the crop
products of the farm 5 5
15. Farketin;:; of the live­
stock products of the
farm 5 516. Renting a farm 5 5
17. Buying a farm 5 515. Financing the farm
business 5 5
19. Buying insurance 3 320. Studying managerial
activities 2 2
Days per month for
farm organization 15 20 5 11 20 15 15 15 126
Planning the practice
program 5 5 5 15




The State plan of 1916 had required that a ~ood, tiioudi 
not necess a r i l y  lar ;,e, collection of reference boohs and b u l ­
letins be provided in departments of vocational agriculture.
In addition the plan also required that a few pood farm 
papers and periodicals be provided in the departments.^-
Recommended Reference m a terials Used by Teachers of 
Vocational A g r i c u l t u r e . In 1934 State Supervisor of Voca­
tional Agriculture Shelby R. Jackson^S provided a list of 
materials, to be used b'y the t e a chers of vocational a gri­
culture. These ma t e r i a l s  were to be used on a supplementary 
basis aiid use would be made of only those that were applicable 
to the community in which a teacher worked. Teachers were 
urned to secure current m a t erials from experiment stations 
and other ayencies which could provide up-to-date i n f o r m a ­
tion for use by the agricultural teacher.
Teachers found t ’nat it was hiyhly beneficial to use 
in vhe development of the course of study not only currently 
published material but also current u npublished data. The 
list of reference m a t erials and the specific purpo s e s  for 
which thev were to be used are as follows:
^^I'inutes. State hoard of Aduc at ion, Au must 17, 1918, 
Baton Rou;o, Louisiana, p. ?o.
32Jackson, pp. pit,., pp. 29-32.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
16
(a) i’eforerices to bo usod in the dcvolopir.ent of course 
of study:





and Lêiri.3, M. h.
i.enry, a.
helser, k. D, 
J avi s, K. C.
Ghapir.an, P. V/. 
and others
Iluf'hes, Ü. D, 



















Feeds and Fecdin: 
(Abridged edition)
Farm I .eats



































Lyon, T. L. 
Davis, K. C.












Profitable Farm Fana -e- 
ment and l.arketir.- 
(Lippincott’s Farm 
enterprise Series)








i .a c m il la n
(b) Recommended references for teachers:
Lattiy, k. C. Practical methods in I.cGrav;
Teachiny vocational" 
lyriculture
efficiency in Vocational CenturySclirr.idt, G. A. 
Schmidt, G. A.
Stev/art, R. F. 
V/heeler, J. I. 
IVriyht, J. C,
education in Agriculture
Teaching bveniny and 
Part-Time Classes in 
Vocational Agriculture 




methods in Farmer 
Training
Efficiency in Voca­









Adams, A. A. 
ïvins, L. S.
V&SG ^ V  * i' •
Quid', Herbert 
Simpson, J. T. 
Chapman, P. V/. 
uase, J• - •
(c) -iecommended references for future 
Future Farmers in
Action
Hov; to Speak 
efficiently
Aude Aural Ahvmes
I'll tv varnous rarmers






"Farm and Aanch Aeviev;" (semi-monthly) 
"Hoard’s Dairyman" (semi-monthly)
"Poultry Tribune" (monthly)






















THACHIHG AFTHODS FAPLOYSD IH VOCATIOLAL
AGAICULTUAAL GDUCATIOh IH LOUISIAHA
Selection of Students of Vocational Agriculture in 
Louisiana. It is almost inevitable that a teacher of voca­
tional agriculture will have enrolled in his classes a few
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boys who have no particular interest in agriculture as a 
vocation. Furthermore these few do not ever expect to be­
come farmers. In some instances only a few class members 
vdll eventually become farmers. Perhaps only a small pro­
portion of the class members are carrying out an active 
supervised farming program. There are others who, regardless 
of their intense interests, do not have and cannot have the 
necessary facilities to conduct an adequate supervised farm­
ing program. Inasmuch as the Smith-Hughes law specifies that 
training be provided only for those who desire, need, and 
have facilities for profiting by the instruction, adminis­
trators are legally and morally obligated to exclude boys 
for whom agricultural instruction does not appear to be 
appropriate.
In many instances there does not exist a set of uniform 
policies of the school administration governing the selection 
of students and standards for admission. The result is that 
although the instructor would prefer to have selected groups 
for training he does not have this prerogative.
The need for selection and the bases for use in a 
selective procedure are problems which came with the passage 
and acceptance of the Smith-Hughes law.
In 1938 John Hebert, Principal and teacher of voca­
tional agriculture at the Grand Prairie School, Washington, 
Louisiana, undertook an investigation with a view to offering
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definite suggestions to teachers for obtaining selected groups 
of rural boys to train for farming occupations. Pertinent 
data resulting from the study by Hebert and reported by C, L. 
Mondart are as follows:
In 22 percent of the schools contacted, four years 
of vocational agriculture were required of all high 
school boys, while in 11 percent of the schools two 
years of agriculture were required of all boys. In 
one-third of the high schools in Louisiana, the boys 
entering had no choice of a curriuclum, but instead 
were forced to enroll in classes in vocational agri­
culture regardless of their interests, needs, and 
facilities.
In 31 percent of the schools, boys elected a 
curriculum without the aid of faculty guidance. Only 
four percent of the schools claimed that guidance was 
rendered or that selection was done in an organized 
way; 26 percent made some attempt at guidance; while 
six percent admitted assigning boys to vocational 
agriculture without benefit of counsel.
Contrasting what was actually being done toward 
selection with what principals and agricultural 
teachers thought should be done, 90 of the 121 prin­
cipals and llo of the 129 agriculture teachers in­
cluded in the study, stated that vocational agriculture 
should be offered only to select groups. To the 
question, "Do you favor selection?" 96 of the 117 
principals and 119 of the 127 agriculture teachers 
committed themselves in favor of selection. Of 78 
principals, 70 stated that selection was practiced, 
while 82 of the 84 teachers made the same statement. 
Only three teachers registered objections to selection, 
and in no school was definite procedure for selection 
rendered.
In describing the situations existing in their 
schools, 49 high school principals and 73 agriculture 
teachers indicated an urgent need for selection. At 
the same time, 63 teachers reported that they were
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
forced to swell their all-day classes v.âtii boys who
were unable to profit by the v;orl:.33
It was concluded froir. these and other data that there
was a need for the selection of boys for all-day classes in 
vocational agriculture in the Louisiana schools. An effort 
was then cade to determine a procedure that would be helpful 
in a plan of selection. Proposed bases for use in such a 
plan were submitted to state supervisors, teacher-trainers 
in the Southern region, and agricultural teachers in Louisiana 
vd.ti‘1 the request that they indicate the bases for selection 
tliat should be used in a selective procedure. There were 
submitted thirteen bases for selection— vd.tr. deyreos of im­
portance attached.
The bases and the point value yiven each basis are 
as follows:
1. The boy wants the course.....................27
2. The boy has facilities for supervised . . .
practice..................................25
3. The boy plans to farm...................... 1
/+. The boy lives on a farm.................. 9
5. The boy will probably enyaye in farrniny . . 5
6. The boy is lA years of aye................ 5
7. The boy is farminy........................ 4
L. hondart, "desoarch in the Selection of Students 
of vocational Agriculture in Louisiana," The Agricultural Edu­
cation hayazine, Vol. 14, L'o. 1 (July, 1941), pp. 14-13,
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
169
S. The boy is of average intelligence.......... 3
9. The boy is enrolled in hiyh school.......... 3
10. The boy has a farir.in;" background............ 3
11. The boy ov/ns farrr: land.....................  3
The above constitute evaluative criteria in the selec­
tion or rejection of students who wish to enroll in the voca­
tional agricultural course. '.Tnile a score of 100 was possible, 
6o was suggested as a riinir/.un: score for admission. Applicants 
were classified into three -roups: (1) accepted, (2) accepted
on probation, and (3) rejected.
For boys who rated close to tiie minimum score and v/ho 
could meet requirements at an early date there was provided a 
probationary period. Toys in tliis yroup were reclassified at 
the end of the probationary period and disposed of according 
to the evidence submitted at that time.
darly I .et hods of Launching the Students Into Vocational 
Agriculture. Following arc the steps and teaching jobs fol­
lowed in launching the boy into the training program in 
vocational agriculture in the high schools of Louisiana in 
1934:
Teaching Job ho. 1— Acquainting the student vdth the
facilities of the department of 
vocational agriculture.
Teaching Job ho. 2— Surveying the home farm.
Teaching Job ho. 3— Tabulating the survey data.
Teaching Job ho. 4— Visualizing the survey data.
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Teaching; Job i.e. 5— Seiectinr the farn'iir.’' typo.
Teaching Job ho. 6— Setting up the ideal farr.er-
training program.
Teaching Job ho. 7— Setting up the practical farming:
program.
Teaching Job ho, S— Enterprise budgeting and estimating,
Teaching Job ho. 9— Financing the supervised farm
practice program.
Teaching Job ho. 10— Inking the final selection of
enterprises and supplemientary 
.jobs to be included in the 
program.
Problem ho. 1— hT:at farm enterprises should be
included?
Problem, ho. 2— hl.at shall be the scope of each
enterprise?
Problem ho. 3— bliat supplementary farm jobs should
be included?
Teaching Job ho. 11— Analyzing enterprises and evalu­
ating jobs.
Teaching Job ho. 12— Preparing a study calendar of
jobs.
Teaching Job ho. 13— Setting up enterprise standards. 
Teaching Job ho. 14— Planning farm jobs.
The teaching vri.ll be continued by taking the next 
farm job the boy is to deal with in his training pro­
gram, and planning a teaching unit from it. This vri.ll 
continue for the remaining part of the student’s train­
ing period.
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The following additional teaching jobs are offered 
for the entire group of all-day students, and should 
be used as a surnmation of tl:e training pro :rar;; each 
year:
Teaching Job ho. 15— Summarizing supervised farm
practice records.
Teaching Job ho. 16— Analyzing supervised farm
practice records.34
The importance of properly launching the agricultural 
student into the program cannot be underestimated, 'f net her 
he is properly started in the four-year program often vdll 
determine his adjustment and success in the program.
hethods in Teachinm Vocational Agriculture in Louisiana. 
Teachers of vocational agriculture have been recognized for 
their efforts in providing information to students in a manner 
by which learning is effected. Teaching methods are constantly 
under attack and revision, a situation which is necessary in 
order to prevent a stagnant learning situation.
An article entitled "Individual Instruction in Louisiana" 
by V/. Lubanlcs (a Louisiana Vocational Agriculture teacher) 
lends support to the foregoing statement. Lubanks reminds 
one that the teaching methods employed in vocational agricul­
ture in the past are being questioned— the basic objection
3^71oyd, op. cit., pp. lo3, 192.
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coin- that no one course can r.eet the individual needs of 
all the pupils in an agricultural class, before 1933 no plan 
had been developed in Louisiana that would r.eet individual 
pupil needs and at the sane tine take into consideration the 
local corrjTiunitv types of farr.iny and the predominate types 
of farminy in tiie state.
hevr hope was "iven to the solution of this classic 
problem in the fall of 1933 when a pro jrar.i was developed and 
approved in Louisiana based on "tiie individual classroom, in­
struction method." Lach boy's protram of supervised farm 
practice work was planned so as to satisfy the needs of the 
community, the needs of the individual student, and the needs 
of the student’s home farm. The proyrar.; was so constructed 
that each boy could study in the classroom those enterprises 
and jobs for which iie had on his ovm farm appropriate facil­
ities. hence, the supervised farrainy proyrar.- enabled each 
boy to put into practice the knowledye and skills yained in 
liis classroom instruction.
under this plan there could be as many different lessons 
under study simultaneously as there were class members. Thus, 
when the procedure was perfected, individualized instruction 
was the result.
To beyin this plan each boy cominy into the ciyhth yrade 
was processed throuyh a proyram-buildiny course. This course 
included surveying his home farm, tabulating and visualizing 
the information found in the survey, and setting up his
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supervised Tarri-'crainin : pro ;ra::. After i'.c had selected 
the enterprises he desired to take, or tliose littin;: into 
tiie type of farirln ; for vfiici: he was preparing, the enter­
prises were then broken down into jobs, from these jobs the 
lony-titne or four-year proyran of work was developed.
An annual pro-'rar.i of work was tiien developed by talcin '; 
the jobs to be studied tiie first year and drawlny up a r.ionthly 
plan of tiiese jobs. To these jobs were added "supplementary 
farm jobs" for which the student had at i.on.e facilities for 
carryin- the job into effect under tiie supervision of his 
instructor. This constituted the first-year annual proyrani 
of work, The succeeding three years of work were planned 
on the same basis.
This method was implemented in 1934 and was reported 
successfully in use in 1935.
For the most part, this typo of individualized instruc­
tion has been obsolete for many years now. The primary pro­
blem vath such a plan was the difficulty encountered by teachers 
tryiny to direct the learning of several '-roups simultaneously. 
The method employed in the modern vocational a';ricul­
tural program takes into account tiie needs of the students
t;. hubanks "Individual Instruction in Vocational 
Agriculture in Louisiana," Agricultural education. Vol. VII, 
ho, 9, (Larch, 1935), pp. 136-137.
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and of the coinrnur.it", A continuous survey of the co.nnnunity 
is kept in effect to determine the agricultural enterprises 
that prevail in each conrr.unity. After the course of study 
lias been developed vmile considerin'; these needs, students 
are yenerally tau :ht ii. the classroom on a collective basis. 
Individualized instruction is provided as needed and partic­
ularly duriiv; the supervised hor.;o project visit.
Supervised Practice V/orl: in Vocational Anricultural 
education. Supervised practice v.-ork was a part of t'lo over­
all plan in the vocational proyrain. fhe State hoard of 
dducation of Louisiana in its plan for the administration 
of the Smith-huphes Act of 1917, provided for at least six 
months supervised practical work. in addition to the worP: 
that was required on the schiool farm, each student was re­
quired to conduct a h:or.:e project under the supervision of 
the teacher of vocational agriculture— which was to extend 
for at least six months dur in;; thic ycar.l'J (See Plate VI, 
•whicii shows a teacher of vocational a'Ticulture conducting 
a supervisory visit of an all-day student’s supervised farm.in 
propram.)
The State plan for the followin; year was in consider­
ably lüore detail. The plan specifically called for practical
^^hinutes, State hoard of dducation. Anril 29. 191B, 
baton kouye, Louisiana, p. 65.
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Plate VI
Shown above is a teacher of vocational agriculture 
conducting a supervised farm practice visit on the 
farm of an all-day student.
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laboratory v/ori:, and theoretical instruction— all o2 
v;i:ich was desi/ned to prepare best the students Tor the oc­
cupation of fareln fhe instruction was to bo carried on 
vât'i the prir.'.ai’y air;, of production rather than scientific 
investigation, fhe principles or nethods of science were 
not to bo i :nored however.
The cor.binin;: of demonstration -work, recitation, and 
laboratory work in one day's teachiny was favorably accepted, 
it was also advocated that the sequence of topics of study 
follow the 'rovri.:. • seasons and that stress be ]iven to those 
topics that are of yreatest importance to the farmers of the 
community.
Instruction was to be planned for outside activities 
as well as for inside activities and students wore to be 
brouykt into contact iiâth farmers who were following food 
principles and practices in agriculture.3?
All-day students enrolled in vocational a.'riculture 
classes are encouraged to include in their supervised farming 
programs productive enterprises, improvement projects, and 
supplementary farm jobs.
The requirements for supervised practice work in voca­
tional agriculture are at present principally the same as 
was required by the previous State plans.
'̂̂ liinutes, State Board of Education, August 17, 1918, 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, p. 78.
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In I922-I923 Gui lb eau reported tîiat the situation of 
agricultural education in Louisiana was very favorable. The 
supervisor reported that a yreat deal of interest was shown 
in the supervised practice work, in participation in fairs, 
and in stock and corn judpin] contests.
Guilbeau reported that the total income of the stu­
dents from directed or supervised practice work in agricul­
ture for I92I-I922 was .141,250.97, a. return of 73 cents on 
each dollar expended for salaries of teachers of vocational 
agriculture. The net income of the supervised practice work 
for the same year was .125,912.30, a return of 44 cents on 
each dollar so invested.
In I922-I923, the pross income of supervised practice 
work was ..;75,0c5.70, a return of tl.lG on each dollar expended 
for teachers’ s a l a r i e s .39
Cotton reportedl]'- was the major enterprise carried 
by agricultural students at that time.
An editorial found in the A;-ricultural Education hapazine 
entitled "A broad Propram of Supervised Practice” injects 
some basic thinkinp into the problem of supervised practice 
work. The editorial follows:
3̂ Annual Descriptive Report of the State Board for 
Vocational Education to the~TederaI~Board~TôF~VocatTonal 
Education. 1922-1923. p."l.
39Annual Report of the State Supervisor of Vocational 
Agriculture for tiie~ïïtabe of Louisiana. 1923~-1924, p. 2.
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If i være an artist, I would picture a structure 
v/ith a solid foundation, representing ny lony and 
short time program of work, built on boy and community 
needs.
On this I would build my walls, the parts of which 
would represent my project program. 1 would cement 
these parts together with my daily teaching program, 
and to prevent their falling apart I would cover this 
v/ith a roof representative of my program of project 
supervision. Through this roof I would want a chimney 
pouring out heavy smoke. This, I would want to typify 
my burning enthusiasm on my belief in the boy’s super­
vised practice program, since I would not expect any­
more from him than was evidenced by me.'̂i-̂
Data in the following table provide a sample of the
typical supervised practice programs that existed in the
horth Louisiana agricultural areas in 1932.
^^Agricultural Education, Vol. V, ho, ü (Eebruary, 
1933), p'. 114.
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Agriculture for Seventh Grade, In 1932 The Handbook 
for Teachers of the hlei::entarv Schools of Louisiana carried 
the statement that agriculture must be tau-;ht in the seventh 
]rade. The course was to be tau;ht in the second half of the 
seventh -̂̂ rade in all schools receiving federal aid in voca­
tional agriculture. It was optional in other schools pro­
vided there was available a teacher v;ho had had tv;o years of 
standard collê ;e agricultural trainin'." and also practical 
farm experience.
Each student enrolled in seventh --rade agriculture was 
required to carry on a project in connection vrith the class 
work. These projects had to be properly supervised and re­
ported upon in the same manner as were the projects of more 
advanced students.
It was required that students be offered an opportunity 
to develop skill in at least two of the followin'; farm opera­
tions:
1. Operating a home qarden.
2. Incubatinc" e~3S and brooding chicks.
3. Culliny poultry.
4. Controlling contagious diseases in animals.
5. Dairying.
6. Conducting svdne husbandry.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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ïhe adopted textbook used by the seventh Traders v;as 
Pleasant and Profitable jarnin-r, by Chapnan and Shcffer, and 
was supplemented by farmers’ bulletins and other references.
The seventh yrade enrollment in agriculture in 192£- 
1929 was 435; in 1929-1930 it was 370; in 1930-1931 it was 542; 
in 1931-1932 it was 737; and in 1932-1933 it was 1,340.̂ ^
Typical hi Tilth Grade Lesson Plan in Vocational ATricul­
ture , The lesson plan which follows was prepared by J. V. 
Bateman of the Louisiana State Department of hducation. It 
is characteristic of t'n.e lesson plans used by teachers of 
vocational agriculture at the time the plan was developed.
The plan follows:
The Situation:
A boy in the eight): grade has been making a compar­
ison of the income from different crops grovac in his 
community in St. Landry Parish. lie has decided to 
select cotton as the enterprise for his project. He 
has studied cotton varieties, and he is now ready to 
study fertilization.
The boy has learned the essential elements of plant 
food, and he knows that three important elements are
^^Handbook for Teachers of the hlementary Schools of 
Louisiana (baton Rouge, Louisiana: State Department of Edu­
cation, 1932), p. 113.
Annual Descriptive Report of the State hoard of 
Vocational Lducation -to the Pediral"Board for Vocational Edu­
cation, 1932-1933, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, p. 13.
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lackin': in r.’.ost soils. I.'e also knows that farcers 
spend a lar^e acount of coney annv.ally for fertilizer. 
Materials;
1. Several fertilizer tans.
2. A fertilizer sack.
3. A set of fertiliser samples.
Aim;
To teach the meaniny of a fertilizer formula. 
Procedure :
List on the blackboard the naK:CS of the fertilisers 
which are k.novm by members of the class until some 
member suyyests a name as 4-6-12 or 3-6-3.
hecall that the most e:-n)ensive plant food is r.i- 
troron. hov; read the numbers on the sack. These
indicate the percentages of each plant food found in
a ton.
Directions:
Write these formulas vertically, thus: 
h (hitro :en) 
o,j P (Phosphorus)
3m L (Potash)
Determine the number of pounds of nitro':en, phos­
phorus, and potash in action:
X 2000 - 100 lb. ::itro';en 
6,; X 2000 - 160 lb. Phospliorus 
3/j X 2000 - 60 lb. Potash
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low determine the amounts of plant food in the 
follov/in;: formulas;
:: p h
1 - 2 - 5 - 2
2 - 4 “ 4 ” 4
3 - 5 - c - 12
4 - 6 - 1 0 - 4
Questions;
1. Gasoline is priced by the lallon, su;;ar is 
priced by the pound, and e ;ys are priced by the dozen, 
hov; is fertiliser priced?
2. when a fertilizer contains all three plant foods, 
nitroyen, phosphorus, and potash, it is said to be a 
complete fertilizer, hov; we will examine some of these 
fertilizer samples, and you vri.ll make a table of the 




blood and Bone 2 Z 2
Bull Boy 5 6 7
lied Steer 3 6 2
Superphosphate 0 16 0
Kainite 0 0 14
hitrate of Soda 14 0 0
Sulphate of Ammonia IS 0 0
Muriate of Potash 0 0 44
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
Ic4
You vrill note sor.;e of those sar.ples have all three 
eleieents and so.ne have only one elei:;ent. hhich 01 the 
listed fertilizers are complete?
3ui;;.n:arv ;
You have used these fleures in connection v.nth 
fertilizers. These fi ures arc Irnovrn as a fertilizer 
formula. The forr.x;la for complete fertilizer can be 
chanyed by the manufacturer, but each figure chanted 
means money on or off.
Assi"nrnent :
The State hxperiment Station makes a test every 
year to determine which formula produces the best crop. 
You vâll study this table (table put on board) and 
determine v;l:ich formula is suited to your crop here.
See which combination of nitroyen, pliosphorous, and 
potash has riven the best money return.
Please note that in each trial here on this table 
two elements are constant. For example, in the first 
trial phosphoric acid and potash are constant, and 
nitroyen increases.
Tomorrow vre will study the application of these 
formulas to your comnunlty.^^
^^State Supervisory Pro.'cram Illustrative Lesson Plan 
Sur-yestions for Teachers (rlaton Kouye, Louisiana! State 
Department of education, Bulletin 215, September, 1931),
pp. 61-63.
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DAY-li.lT IliSTYUCTIOI: I:. LOUISIANA YIGH SCHOOLS
Day-Unit Classes. The day-unit class is planned to 
meet the needs of youth desiriny agricultural instruction as 
a foundation for farming. The instruction was designed pri­
marily for boys over fourteen years of aye who are usually in 
the outlying school areas. The course has been taught strictly 
on a vocational basis.
In I929-I93O a majority of the teachers of all-day 
agricultural classes also taught day-unit classes.
It has been revealed by a survey of the state that 
ninety percent of the boys who left vocational schools while 
they were in the seventh grade remained on the farm. In order 
to reach these boys vath the fundamentals of agriculture, day- 
unit classes were organized. The classes were comprised 
principally of boys and :;;irls in the seventh grade.
In I929-I93O day-unit classes were held during the 
sixteen weeks of tlie second term of the school session. Four 
units were taught during this session, namely: Dairying, four
weeks; Poultry raising, four weeks; Svdne production, four weeks; 
and home gardening, four weeks. Students were required to carry 
projects and keep records in the same manner as regular all­
day students.
Annual Report of the State Supervisor of Vocational 
Agriculture for the"3tate"ôT Louisiana, 192^1^0 (Baton Rouge. 
Louisiana: State Department of Education), pV s ' .
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In I93O-I93I each teaclior 01 vocational agriculture 
was urjed to organize and teach a day-unit class, and thirty- 
five such classes were organized and tau'dit that year.^^
The State Supervisor reported only six day-unit stu­
dents for I932-I933, but was happy to report that for the 
first time the vocational agricultural teacher at Tunkic had 
organized and tauyht a day-unit class, the class beiny tauyht 
in the Told Dust Community of Avoyelles Parish.^?
In I936-I937 four agricultural teachers tauyht five
day-unit classes.
Duriny the year that followed enrollment in the da^’- 
unit classes was yenerally inconsistent until 1945, when the 
classes were evidently discontinued. The following data show 
the scope of the day-unit enrollment from 1937-193G to 
1943-1944:49
46Annual Descriptive Aeport of the State hoard of Voca­
tional Education to the federal hoara for Vocational Education, 
I93O-I93I (haton houye, Louisiana! State Department of Educa- 
tionj, P* 6.
4/Annual Descriptive deport of the State hoard of Voca­
tional Education to the Federal hoara for Vocational Education. 
193 2-1933 (hat on Rouye, Louisiana! State Department of Educa- 
tionT, pp. 11-12.
4^Annual Descriptive deport of the State hoard of Voca­
tional Education to the Office of Eïïücation— Department of the 
Interior, 1936-1937 (Daton houye, Louisiana; State Department 
of Education), p. 5.
49Annual State Reports. Louisiana Association of Future 
Farmers of America. 1937-1944. Baton Rouye, Louisiana, passim.










Farm Shoos in Vocational A-ricultu.ral Departments.
Farm shop work (often referred to as farm mechanics) has 
played an important role in the development of tiie vocational 
agricultural pro gran: in Louisiana, however, only a limited 
amount of information can be located in the recorded agri­
cultural education literature relevant to the shops.
Agricultural Supervisor Cuilbeau made an incidental 
reference in 1927 to farm shops in the large country agricul­
tural departments being used for industrial v;ork. 9bus, it 
has not been ascertained by the writer as to when the shops 
first came into existence.
In recent years the farming occupation has become so 
highly mechanized that vocational agriculture teachers have 
established farm shops in almost all the agricultural de­
partments in the state. (See Plate VII, which shows a group 
of high school vocational agriculture students participating 
in a school farm shop activity.) The farm shop programs have
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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Plate VII
;J!iown io a To up of hl’h school vocational 
a t 1 cultural students participating in a 
school farm shop activity.
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benefited the all-day students, as well as the part-tir.e and 
evenin,:; class farmers.
The Farr.'; Mechanics Specialist in the State Department, 
of education has provided school boards vrith blueprints and 
offered recommendations to school boards for the construction 
and improvement of vocational agriculture buildinns and farm 
shop buildings. Assistance has also been provided for ti:e 
improvement of farm shop proprai.̂ s and instruction in the 
agricultural education programs.
In recent years in-service training has been provided 
in each area of the state in an effort to better prepare the 
vocational agriculture teachers for handling the v;orl: in 
rural electrification and farm mechanisation. Agricultural 
District Supervisors have secured the services of the Farm 
mechanics Specialists in the State Department of :]ducation 
and other specialists (as from the Trade Schools) to conduct 
farm mechanics clinics throughout the State of Louisiana. 
These clinics iiave been made accessible to all-day boys, and 
to part-time and evening class farmers.
Power companies in Louisiana have for many years 
generously donated to agricultural departments electric 
panels and volt meters to be used for practice in electrical 
work by students of agriculture. Services of specialists 
from these power companies have also been made available to 
the agricultural departments.
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jirt"-si;c farr:. shops were constructed in Louisiana 
during the 193C-1939 school year.50 Presently there are 
196 farm shops in the Louisiana vocational agriculture de­
partments for white students.
Advisory Councils (hoards) For Departments of Voca­
tional Agriculture. In the year 1927-192o each teacher of 
vocational agriculture was required to form an advisory 
board consisting of some of his most influential and pro­
gressive patrons. The purpose of this board was to study 
the needs of the community and to advise vdth the teacher 
of agriculture as to the best methods of meetiny t'le needs. 5̂  
I'vas, the practice of oryanisin: advisory councils in the 
local departments of vocational agriculture of tlie hiyh 
schools of Louisiana was established.
The advisory council was usually composed of from 
four to ten members and included prominent men v/ho were 
interested in improviny the worl: of vocational ayriculture 
in the local community. The councils comprised parish school 
superintendents, hiyh school principals, business men, and 
farmers. The councils mot vâth the teachers of vocational 
ayriculture two or three times a year to study the teacher’s
^Annual Descriptive deport of the Louisiana State hoard 
of Vocational Lducation, 1936-1939~TBaton hoU";e, Louisiana; 
State Department of Education), p. 30.
5^Annual deport of the State Supervisor of Vocational 
Agriculture for the State of Louisiana, 1927-l^o (faton
ilouye, LouisianaT7~P* 3*
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all-day program and conmunity program of work v.dth a view 
to offering; helpful sucyestions in the improvement of the
program.52
Agricultural hquioment hecorjtended for Use in the 
Vocational Agricultural hith Schools. The State plan for 
the administration of the Smith-Huy-ies Act stipulates that 
there vdll be provided sufficient equipment in agricultural 
departments to demonstrate the ordinary improved scientific 
methods of testiny milk, incubâtiny eyys, yraftiny trees, 
testiny soils, and malciny butter.53
healisiny that certain items of equipment are essen­
tial to the proficient functioning of an agricultural depart­
ment in a hiyh school, the State Department of Education drew 
up a list of anticipated essential items. Obviously, the 
items must be selected on the oasis of need for them. The 
recommended equipment would vary somewhat as to the type of 
farminy that existed in the various communities.
The list of anticipated essential items is broken dovm 
into four divisions namely, animal husbandry, plant production, 
entomology, and horticulture. Items in detail are as follows:
52Gravois, o£. cit., p. 43.
53i.jj.nutes, State hoard of Education, August 17. 191S, 
Eaton Rouge, Louisiana, p. 77.
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Animal Husbandry 
1 set milk fever instruments 
1 dabcock milk tester; 8 bottles 
12 v/liole-milk bottles 
12 17.5 c.c. pipettes 
6 17.5 c.c. acid measures
5 lbs. Sulphuric acid
1 Incubator, IOO-I5O ept
2 testers
2 Parcel post carriers for e ;ys 
2 Parcel post carriers for chicks
1 qt. water ylass
2 sets hor; cholera vaccination instruments
(virus and serum syrinyes, C c.c, virus, 40 c.c. 
serum, complete in metal box)
1 pr. Dividers, 5Ù"
1 Caponizin.;: set
Samples of poultry feed and poultry disinfectants 
Plant Production 
4 Alcohol lamps, 4 oz.
1 Graduated cylinder, 100 c.c.
6 kulers
6 Tripoid magnifiers
1 Tape measure, steel, in case, 100 ft.
2 Farm levels (Bostrom) for hill section only
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
193
^ntonoloiy 
5 lbs. Arsenate of load, dry powdered 
5 lbs. London purple 
3 lbs. Paris yreen
horticulture 




1 Prunin : liook and saw
2 Pruning sheai's, California patent
1 Pruning shears, California patent, long handle 26"
1 bdle. haffia, natural color 
1 Knapsack sprayer, brass tank54
Score Card for Katin- departments of Vocational Agri­
culture. In the Vocational Agriculture Teachers Handbook. 
under the date of September o, 1936, is found the Revised 
Louisiana Score Card for Rating Departments of Vocational 
Agriculture. The departments were rated on a total points 
basis, vdth those departments receiving from 3,500 to 4,000 
points gaining a Class A rating. A Glass 3 rating could be 
earned v/ith 3,000 to 3,499 points; Class C demanded 2,500 to 
2,999 points; Class D required 2,000 to 2,499 points; and
54Jackson, op. cit., pp. 28-29,
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Glass I'l ratings went to the departments v/ith. less than 
2,000 earned points.
The score card was divided into nine major divisions, 
vâth a possible total score of 4,000 points, hach of the 
divisions was broken dovm vâth a number of criteria by vmich 
the department 'was to be evaluated. The criteria were
weivhted and assigned an appropriate number of points to be
allowed a department carrying out the activity. Such a score 
card was likewise employed for rating chapters of Future 
Farmers of America.
In 1933-1934 there were 11 Glass A departments, 25 
Glass departments, 28 Class G departments, 14 Glass F 
departments, and 1 Glass rJ department.
The score card in its entirety follows:
^^Vocational Agriculture Teachers handbook, September. 
1936 (baton Fiouge, Louisiana: State Department of Education),









3ÜVI3ZÜ LOUISIANA SGGIIA GAAD AATIKU j.,GrAilT:̂ :':'3
G£ vOCAïIOAAL AGRICULTUA:-: IL ^  IL 1936 56
Perfect Score - 4,000 Class A - 3,500 to 4,000; Class 3 - 3,000 to 3,499; Clasî 
2,500 to 2,999; Class 3 - 2,000 to 2,499; Class 3 - 3elow 2,000.
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8th, 9tii, lOtli, 
and 11th
1 coui'se of 10 R.eet- 
in^s
1 course of 15 meet­
ings
1 course of 18 meet­
ings
1 class for 1 semester 











Giill be credited in State office provided all reports are in when due. 
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2nd 3rd June 30
4. Annual teaching plan Io include (1) annual 
t eac i tin g 1 a'y out, [ 2 ]  
monthly distribution 
of jobs by pupils (3) 
Study guides for all 
jobs included in tL,c 
teacLin : layout one 
month in advance of 
teaching.
95
Community nap 2o* X 32' mounted. 10
6. Glassroon manayenent Score based on atti­
tude, interest, dis­





7. Lumber of bulletins Adequate supply for teaching.
15
S. Filiny system 
(bulletins)
Convenient for use 
by students.
15
9. Farm magazines Five 1510. Laboratory plot on 
school or on farius
III. PHYSICAL LQUIFIIELT




1. Floor space Adequate 10
2. Black board space Adequate 10
3. Arrangement and appearance


























10’ Ion- 30” 
r ail new
departments 




















1. Articles published 
in local paper or 
other publication.
12 articles on acti­
vities of department 
(Lot F.F.A. activi­
ties) Scrapbook kept 
ley teacher. Lo credit 
unless clippin-s are 






Percent of all-day 
students carrying a 
supervised farm 
practice proyram 
on continuous basis. 
Percent of part-time 
students carrying a 
supervised farm 
practice proyram on 
continuous basis.
I'ore than one 
enterprise shovri.ny 
annual expansion in 
scope and number of 
enterprises.
1 ore than one enter­
prise shovri.ny annual 
expansion in scope 
and number of cnter- 























Standard or Perfect FILAL
X terri Idnir.um Goal Score 1st 2nd 3rd June 30
3. Percent of evenin'; 
class r.;ernbers adopt­
ing imoroved practices.
At least one improv­
ed practice adopted 
by each member.
150
4. Percent of faiva 
enterprises corapleted.
100,' previous year. 75-
5. Average total profit. In all types of 
instruction ,;1.30 
for eacii one dollar 
paid on teachers 




VI. G 01lIUnlTY ACTIVITIES 260
1. I.uiaber of farm and 
home visits
Contacts sufficient 
to maintain goodwill 
of farmers toward 
the department.
30
2. Long-time community 
program
Five-year plan. Plan 
to be approved by 
advisory council.
23
3. Detail annual 
community plan.
A part of the 3-year 
plan. Also approved 
by advisory council. 
Score to be given 
on progress shov/n.
75
4. Active advisory 
council
Lot less than 3 
members to hold 3 
meetings a year.
30

























5. Ixhi'oit at fairs. One (Parish , dist­ 25
rict, or State)
6. Hold community fair. One 75
VII. PARTICIFATIOi; I:. STAIR
PRO
1. All records in State 15*
Office when due.
2. Attend all conferences 10*
called by Supervisor.
3. Affiliated member 10*
4« Father's meetiny to 25e:\plain ayriculture
education program.






6, Rxchanye classes vn.t'n Five 5
home-ec. or other
department.
7. State program of Score accordin' to 50
work accomplishment of
program.





























1st 2nd 3rd June 30
VIII. PZCfxssio:;al iiJiîOvxi-̂ i/i 124
1. Attend 4-week course. Ivory other ycai’ 70
2. Xnroll or attend 30
agri. edu. extension
class








IX. FUTÜXX FAXI;EX GîiAPTIX 2000
IIXP To be brought for­
ward froii! chapter
score card and
rated on this siieet





VOCATIONAL AJAiCULTüAAL 3^UCATT0N 
LL::I: : '.;02Lb V/A:̂ il
educational Contributions of ti;e Vocational Agricul­
tural Pro -ran to the V/ar fffort. It las often been said that 
une strength of any nation is in proportion to its agriculture. 
World far 11 afforded an opportunity for the testin'* of t/:is 
statement.
Innediately follovrir. - the attack on Pearl harbor, the 
vocational agricultural education prourar.. ivas readjusted to 
provide students udt'n specific instruction on production noals 
for certain commodities that the United States Secretary of 
Ayriculture deemed vitally essential, "his proyram was offered 
to in-school farm boys, out-of-school youth, and to adult 
farmers. Instruction was yiven in production of the following 
agricultural products: pork, beef, mutton and lambs, eyys,
milk, peanuts, soybeans, vegetables, fruits, and poultry for 
meat. In addition to this, a larye number of individuals 
received instruction in establishiny and producing victory 
yardens.
hue to the sliorta ;e of farm machinery and the shortaye 
of labor, teachers of vocational ayriculture conducted surveys 
of farm machinery nccdiny repairs and classified this machin­
ery in the order of immediate need. Teachers realized that 
farm machinery was a vital instrument in the production of
food.
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Fan: shop pro^ranis in the vocational agricultural 
hi;;h schools were redirected and expanded in order to pro­
vide insti'uction in farn-inacliinery repair and maintenance.
Ayricultui’al teachers assisted in the scrap iron 
campaign, and offered instruction in the preservation and 
conservation of foods.?/
The desire on the part of the State Department of Edu­
cation to be of assistance to the v/ar effort resulted in a 
temporary amendment to the State plan, and in the establish- 
i.;ent of Emer-ency Farm Workers' Schools.
An amendment to the Louisiana State Plan for Vocational 
Education in A -riculture v;as approved on motion of imrs. I.eade, 
seconded by Lr. Thibaut. T’ne State Superintendent of Educa­
tion v/as directed to subi;;it the amendment to the United States 
Office of Education as a part of the Louisia.na State Plan for 
Vocational Education.
Relevant portions of the amendments to the State plan
are shown in the following:
Air.endments to the Louisiana State Plan 
for Vocational .education in Ayriculture
1. Ayricultural Education:
A. Proposed Use of Federal Funds
1. Smith-iiuyhes Funds allotted to salaries
57hlnety-Third Annual Report of the State Superintendent 
of Public iiiuucation for 1941^%% ( Eaton Rouye, Louisiana: 
State Department of Education), pp. 96-97.
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a. ?or the duration of the present 
emergency only, those funds may be used also 
to pay salaries and travel of local or district 
supervisors and instructors of courses and 
follow-up services desi rned to meet the 
needs of farm, vroriiers or persons v:ho are 
preparin ; no become farm workers, f’ne plan 
and basis for reimbursement on salaries and 
travel of supervisors and instructors for 
t'.is pro ram vrlll be t:.e same as that set 
forth in t'ne plan for all-day, part-time, and 
evenin.- classes.
2. deor-e-Dcon funds allotted for salaries and 
travel for further development of agricultural edu­
cation
a. for ti'ie duration of the present emergency 
only, these funds may be used also to pay sal­
aries and travel of local or district supervisors 
and instructors of courses and follow-up services 
designated to r.-.cet the needs of farm workers 
or persons wiio are preparin-; to become farm 
workers. I’he same plan and basis for reimburse­
ment on salaries and travel of supervisors and 
instructors for this proyram vn.ll be the same as 
set forth in the plan for all-day part-time, 
and evenin'’: classes.
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X. J:..or-eacy .•'arr.: ./orkors’ Schools
1. I ho purpose oO er.er-cr-cy Tarrr. v.’ork.ers ' 
schools shall bo bo aoet bhe needs oi inexperienced 
iarn v.'orliers or iarn workers who need additional 
trainin' to do larn work and thereby assist in 
relievin - the present farr labor shorta-e. hhe 
pro'ran will be desirnod to :ive trainin'- to 
persons 14 years of a 'e or olucr w',o b.ave desi *- 
rat ed by si -nin - an cnrollt:ent card that they arc 
now or '.•rill be later available as farr:. workers for 
the current year. trainin ' should be both 
pre-enployrsent and on-the-job, and both: in-school 
and out-of-school persons of either sex nay be 
enrolled.
2. hhe proyrar.'i vd.ll be organized in public 
sch.ools in such coi.a.'.unities and areas where there 
is a potential supply of oner;ency farm workers, 
hlie local sciiool authorities will be responsible 
for file local administration, organization, and
r*operation of this omeryency trainirn: proyram.^'^
•̂ Ôfficial Proceedin-'S of the State board of Education, 
January 11, 1943 (baton loupe, Louisiana: bulletin ho. 499,
State Department of Education, 1943), pp. 14-17.
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FACTORS TO TFF FUATH^l ^Fv^LOPLFFT OF
vOGATiOFAL AGRICULTURAL FUUGATiOU lU LCUTSIALA
District and State Conferences. In the supervisory 
section of the 1922-1923 Annual Descriptive Retort (of the 
State Supervisor of Vocational Agriculture) there is a report 
statinthat four district conferences and tv;o state confer­
ences v;ere lield. The first state conference v;as held at the 
state fair in October, 1922, and extended, over three days. 
Tiiere was no re.ailar pro rra-u. however, :ood results wore 
reportedly obtained by brinyin,; the teachers together and 
yiviny then an opportunity to exchian -e ideas concernin': their 
\-:orl:.
The second conference was hi eld April 5-7, 1923, for 
which a comprehensive proyram was developed and carried out.
A 1er. liQltby of the Federal Doard for Vocational education 
was present and took an active part in the proceedings of the 
conference. Thirty-five teachers of vocational agriculture 
together with the State Superintendent of Public education 
and several parish superintendents of schools were present.
The state was divided into four districts for the 
district conferences, which lasted one day each and which 
were well attended. Tliese conferences were called at the 
beginning of the session for the purpose of outlining the 
work to be done and in order to give instructions to men 
going on the jobs.
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In I923-I924 there were two State and six district 
Teachers' Conferences held. The first state conference for 
this year %/as .'leld at Shreveport dur in ' tiie State fair. It 
was attended by 25 teachers. Topics of discussion were fair 
v:ork and cooperation of the teachers of agriculture vdth 
others interested in fair %/ork. The second state conference 
%/as held at Alexandria on hover.iber 15-16, az %/hici: tine 26 
teachers were in attendance.
For the local conferences held at the bepinniny of 
the session, the State of Louisiana %/as divided into six 
renions. Tiie conferences %/ere one-day conferences, the 
purpose of %/hicii %/as to yivc assistance to the teachers and 
to help thexi to plan their year’s work.59
Ayain in 1924-1925 t%/o State and six L'istrict Teachers’ 
Conferences %/ere held. The first state conference in Shreve­
port duriny the State Fair %/as attended by 26 teachers; fair 
work and cooperation of the teachers of agriculture in con­
nection with, th.is type of %/ork %/ere ayain stressed. Fach 
teacher in attendance orouyht several boys to tiie fair and 
%/as required to spend several iiours each day %/ith these boy;; 
showiny them the important features of the fair. Fach teacher 
also conducted a judyiny school for the boys under his super­
vision.
^^Annual Report of the State Supervisor of Vocational 
Agriculture for the State of Louisiana. 1923-1924 (baton 
Rouye, Louisiana: State department of Fducation), p. 3*
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The other state conference was held in Alexandria,
April 29 to hay 2. In was attended by 95 percent of the 
teachers, and by the sane ha', halt by of the federal hoard for 
Vocational education as previously nentioned.
The local conferences were conducted just as they had 
been conducted the year before and for the sane purposes.
burin" the 1925-1926 school session state conferences 
were held at Shreveport duriny the State hair and in baton 
houye on April 2b to hay 2. hore tiian SCO boys attended the 
conference durin : the State hair alon ; -with. SO teachers, 
baci'i teacher was required to spend not less than two hours 
per day vâth his boys and was required to yive instruction 
and practice in livestock Judyin ; to jnernbcrs of his -roup.
At the _:aton A ou ye state conference err.phasis was placed 
upon the importance of evenin': classes and part-time classes 
and upon makin,; a summary of the work accomplished by the 
teachers durin:; the past year.^1
Conferences of a similar type were conducted for the 
I926-I927 period, vath 100 percent of tiie teachers of vocational 
agriculture attending.
G O l b i d . ,  1 9 2 4 - 1 9 2 5 ,  p .  3 .  
Gllbid., 1925-1926, p .  4 .  
^ ^ I b i d . ,  1 9 2 6 - 1 9 2 7 ,  p .  4 .
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In 1928-1929 two state conferences were held, but only 
four district conferences were i;eld— the purpose in holding 
fewer conferences bein'; to hold down expenses, 3̂
The first state conference for the 1929-1930 school 
year was held in baton houye, Auyust 7-10, 1929, at which con­
ference 100 percent of the vocational agriculture teachers 
were in attendance. The primary purpose of ti:e state confer­
ence was to lay out to the teachers a pro jrau of work to be 
followed durin- the year.
The second state conference 'was i.eld at the State fair 
at Shreveport, hoveuber 1-3, 1929. burin-; th.e conference tl-ie 
state Jud ;in ; contests were hold, and a tear, to represent 
Louisiana at tiie loyal Livestock Show in Kansas City was 
selected.
To .;ive a vivid account of the state conferences and 
district conferences for 1929-1930, the data in Table VII
are provided.
^^Ibid., 1928-1929, p. 7.
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iJiirir. ; chs 1930-1931 3c';;ool ssssioi; ov;o state ai'id 
four regional agricultural conferences v;ere lelcl. f/.e first 
state conference was lield in ...ator. louje, September L-11,
1930, and t!:e second i/as i.eld at Shreveport, Uctober 22-23,
1930.^2
In I93I-I932, tvra state ai.d si:: ro ional conferences 
were i:eld. One state conference v.'as i:eld in baton dou 'e 
July 2-3, 1931, and another in Shreveport, October 24-25,
1931.^^
Seventy-one teachers attended ti.c state L.ootin ; in 
1932-33. Til ere uere si:: district, conTerences iield durin; 
the year; tiiey :;ere attended by 74 teachers.^9
Tiie following information on conferences in recent 
years is presented to illustrate, in contrast, vrnat the voca­
tional agricultural pro iram was like durin- the early days: 
iin 1957-50 there were four state conferences in wiiich 
teachers of vocational agriculture were in attendance. These 
conferences were as follows: Louisiana Vocational Association
Conference hold at Shreveport, Louisiana, Au pust o, 1959; 
Louisiana Teachers Association Convention held in Shreveport, 
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Jaton r.ou ;e, ' .ay 10, 1950; aacl Stato O.O.A. Convention at 
Siircveport, Jane 11, 1950. There were also 17 area con­
ferences, 32 district conferences and tv:o parish conferences 
iielcl t'nrou i'.out the state durin ; tiie year.-'-'
Master Teachers of Vocational A -riculture in Louisiana. 
Teachers vnho are responsible for active and successful pro- 
yrar.js of vocational agriculture are not always reco-nized or 
otherwise accorded the credit due the::., hr on: about 1930 until 
1931, however, a pla:'. existed in Louisiana by which one teacher 
each year vras declared the Master Teacher. This projran was
inaugurated with, the intent of raisin ' the standards of quality 
of teachin : in the departuonts of vocational a ;riculture in 
Louisiana.
As best the writer can determine fro:;; t/'.e available 
reports and data, the follovrin ; are^tiio Master Teachers tiiat 
have been chosezi.
Master Teacher Year
Shelby M. Jackson 1930^^
A. Larriviere 1931^^
h., G.-Gaar 1932^^
GGjbid., 1957-195%, pp. 27-34.
^/Annual descriptive deport of tj_'̂  State hoard of }/oca- 
tional education 1 ^  Federal Bqard“for"Vocational Education. 
1929-1930 ( Gat on Mouye, Louisiana: State j.'epartr.aent of Fduca- *
tion), pp. 11-12.
yOlbid.. 1931-1932, p. 10. 
yifbid., 1932-1933,pp. 2Ü-29.
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C. nU e Couvillion 193372
V. Vallee 193473
L. hondart 193574
LJ # Puls 193675
L. Price 1937*
ire Valois 103c76
'''The annual report for 1937-1932 cannot be located, 
but it ’.vas learned by the writer that L. L. Price was chosen 
hasten Teacher for the year 1937.
Tenure on Job of Vocational A-riculture Teachers. The
trend is toward increased longevity on-the-job arony Louisiana's 
teachers of vocational agriculture.
The averaye tenure of service of the teacher in 1928- 
1929 v;as 4.88 years.77 This finure increased to an average 
of 9.2 years by 1955-1956,7^ and to 9.4 ir 1957. by 1952 the
72lbid.. 1933-1934, p. 29.
73lbid.. 1934-1935, p. 32.
74lbid.. 1935-1936, p. 9.
75lbid.. 1936-1937, p. 20.
76lbid., 1938-1939, p. 24.
77Annual Report of the State Supervisor of Vocational 
Agriculture for the ~^tate‘~ôT Louisiana. 1928-1929 (baton Rouge.
Louisiana: State Department of education), p. 45.
7%bid.. 1955-1956, p. 21.
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average tenure of agriculture teachers stood at 12.4& years,
70or alr.ost three times greater than in 1928-1929. '
Data in Table Till indicate the financial aid provided 
for the development of vocational agricultural education in 
Louisiana for certain years between 1920 and 1954- 3y ob­
serving information in :he table one immediately determines 
tiiat the expenditures for the program have increased tre­
mendously as the program developed. The federal grants have 
not kept pace vâth the increased cost of the program, and 
today the amount of federal finances comin-: to Louisiana are 
negligible as compared to the total expenditure.
Tiie data in Table 14 show the relative importance of 
monies received in Louisiana from the Smitn-hughes Act in
1926-1927.
?9ibid., 1957-1958, p. 11.

















FIRAPGIAL AID In Tiie Deve LOPRePT OF VOGAT lOi.AL ABRIGULTU RAL eUUCATlOh
Ih LOUISlAhA FOR GeRTAIi; YBARS BBTjesn 1920 ADD 1954
expenditures Total Expenditures
expenditures for Salaries for Supervisors,
for of Teachers Teachers, and
Federal State and Agricultural of Vocational Directors of Voca­
Y ear Source Local Source SuDervisors Agriculture tional Agriculture
1920-21 S 21,531.94 e e • J
1925-26 12,137.00 14,684.00 26,821.00
1926-29 68,019.82 68,019.82 9,385.00 126,654.64 136,039.64
1931-32 6 s,6 3 6 .4 1 68,636.41 9 ,7 2 5 .0 0 127,547.82 137,272.84
1936-37 76,876.11 108,967.94 12,387.92 173,456.13 185,844.05
1940-41 70,683.11 1 6 1 ,4 1 4 .7 7 232,097.88
1946-47 176,992.52 571,121.82 748,114.34
1953-54 219.603.51 1.285.308.45 1.504.911.96
sources: Biennial Report 
(Baton Rop:;e: 
Annual Report of 
(Baton llou;;e: 
Annual Report of
of the State Superintendent of Public Education for 1920-21 
lianiires-Jones Printin;: Co. 1922), p. 126. 
the State Superintendent of Public education for 1925-26 
State Department of ĵ ducatiorTJl ^  41»
the State Superintendent of Public iMucation for 1926-29
(Baton liou";e: btate Department of education), p7 1()5.
ducation for 1931-32Bi;';htv-Third Annual Report of the State Superintendent of B  
(Baton Roucel State Department of education), p. 114.
Biçhtv-Bichth Annual Report of the State Superintendent of education for 1936-37 
(Baton it ou eel State Department of education), p. 144»
I.inetv-Second Annual Report of the State Superintendent of education for 1940-41 
(Baton Rou^el State Department of education), p7 243• 
hinety-Bichth Annual Report of the State Superintendent of education for 1946-47 
(Baton iiouje: State Department of education), p7 240.
One Hunarea ____
1953-54 (Baton
ifth Annual Report of the State Superintendent of education for 
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The data in Table a indicate the increase in r.ur.ber 
of vocational agricultural departments and enrollment in 
the Louisiana h.i;:h sciiools iron: 191? to 195T. The pronram 
has since 1917 enjoyed an increasin” number of departments 
as well as increasing' enrollment in the departments alr.ost 
every year.
The information in Table aa shows the frequency of 
discontinuance and re-establishment of vocational agricul­
tural departments in Louisiana hiih schools from 1917 to 
1956. data in Table hi, as compiled by harry J. ',raud, show 
also that only about one-half of those departi.ients of voca­
tional a-riculture discontinued were re-cstablis;;ed durin - 
ti'e period from 1917 to 195s. hew departr..cnts, however, were 
established vniich offset tliis decline and provided an in­
crease in the total number of departments, as shown in the 
table.
The period durin j w'licli the :r eat est number of depart­
ments were discontinued was 1958-1947. Yet the total number 
of departments increased from 151 in 193c to 204 in 1947. 
durin,] the period of 1948-1956, there were about equally as 
many departments re-established as there were departments
oQdiscontinued.̂
66*iiarry u. fraud, "Establishment of Departments of Voca­
tional Agriculture in Louisiana, 1917-1956" {Unpublished manu­
script, Department of Vocational Agricultural Education, Louisiana 
State University, 1956), p. 13.
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TA2L1
FlilQUiM.CY OF üïSCOKTII.'UAKGj: Ai;D RE-ESTABLISi 
OF VOCATIONAL AIPJCULTUIIAL LLPAATMJLTS : 
LOUISIANA i:lUN SCNOOLS, 1917-1956::̂ 1
Luüber of Depart­
ment s in Lxistence 
at Dnd of Dacii roQuencY
Years Four-Year Period Discontinued . i e - e s t a 01 i s D. e d
1916-1922 25 5 0
1921-1927 19 5 1
192Ù-1912 70 5 3
1911-1917 151 ( 3
1916-1942 215 13 5
1941-1947 201 54 21
1946-1952 217 21 26
1953-1956" 237 10 4
Total 120 61
'■'Study includes year of 1956.
Fraud) 0J2* Ĉ lt . ; p. 11
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Data i:: '.able -C.I si.ov; the r.ur.ber of departr.or.ts that 
had up until 19)6 been in operation for a desi,;nated nur.bcr 
of years. I-.ore than one-half of tiie departments iiad been in 
operation from 11 to 20 years v;hile only 12 departments had 
been in operation for more than 35 years.
There were 16 departments that ’nad been in operation 
from 30 to 35 years, as shov.r. in Table .(II.
The departments listed in Table i[II are presently func­
tionin'; and some have been in operation since 1917— wiien the
proyrai.. was first started in the State. Only one of the de­
partments (Terryville) was amor.;- tiie first seven pre-vocational 
departments established in the niyh schools of Louisiana in 190;
..TvhLd 111
i.UIlhll OF JdlA.lTI-jJhTS OF VGG.iTIOTAL AolICULTUIL!: IT LOblSIATA 




been in Operation i.umber of beoartments
1 - 5 years 39
6 - 10 years 51
11 - 20 years 129
21 - 30 years 52
31 - 35 years 161.0 re than 35 years 12
o2...Ibid., p. 14.
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TAoLJ XaÏÏ
S C H O O L S  11. L G U SIAIA biTi: VGGAYIOI.AL AG::ÜCLLYUAAL
bdPiUTIIdl.TS OFdllATli:-::- 3C YS:CS OA I.Odd TO 1956&;




Yunice S t . Landry
: .onzales A s cension











Yreaux Yrid^e St. hartin







I-.onterery C on c o r d i a
I.t. Herr,on V/ashinyton
0 11a (LaSalle) LaSalle
Poland Lapides
ü3Ibid., p. 15.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
222
Future Fanners of America (F.F.A.) a Fart of the Vo­
cational A -ricultural Fro -ram. The vocational agricultural 
education projrar, v;as in operation in Louisiana for a decade 
before the event of t;io Future Farriers Association (F.F.A.). 
Farm boys vrLth common interests needed such an or -anisatior. 
and vrelconed its in au uration inso the State's a yricultural 
pro ;rar.; in the late twenties.
hhe departments of vocational agriculture a:id the 
F.F.A. orjanizations are interdependent--botl'i workine for the 
same cause.
hhrouh. the F.F.A. the departments of vocational agri­
culture iiave been able to display in public many of ti-eir 
activities and accomplishm.e-nts. hiph school vocational ayri- 
cultural students, vi'io comprise the membersieip of the F.F.A. 
organizations, have conducted a multitude of activities. Som.o 
of these activities participated in by th;c Future Farmers are; 
Judyiny livestock and agricultural products at the community, 
area, and state level; displayin ' a':ricultural exhibits in 
local and State Fairs; competing in local, state, and national 
parliamentary lav; and public speakiny contests; appearin'.; 
before local and state civic yroups to present demonstrations; 
introducing improved crops and anir.;als into tiio communities; 
conductin'" livestock and plant disease eradication pro;;rams; 
and other activities too numerous to mention hore.
Additional information concerning the activities of the 
F.F.A. and tiie all-day '■roup is found in the ensuiny chapter.
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1. V/.c passa :e of the Sr.ith-fu. fios Act by Con ;ress in 
1917 resulted froii; the donancls of the people throu p'-out the 
united States viho believed in the value of education in a'Ti- 
Gultiu’e.
2. The derr.and by Louisiana citizens and the evident 
need of instruction in fundamental ayriculture amony fai'n 
boys in Louisiana influenced the establishment of vocational 
agricultural hiyh sc::ools in ti.e state,
3. Siynin : into lav: of tn.e Smdth-h/u ,hes Act by Presi­
dent Aoodrov; hi Ison in February of 1917 led to the ultimate 
establisjimcnt of thirteen departments of vocational a .•ricul­
ture in the ;ii ;h schools of Louisiana durin ; the session of 
191T-191e.
4. The first State Supervisor of Tocational A;ricul­
tural ./ducation, P. L. .Aiilbeau, made a lastin c contribution 
to ti;c vocational agricultural education pro tram and estab­
lished the supervisory frai;:ev:ork for the administration of 
the protram.
5. State Supervisor .iuilbeau spent much time in tiie 
sciiools out in tiie State rnalnlny personal contacts vâth civic 
yroups, school administrators, and teaciier yroups, explaininy 
the proyram to ti-.e people. .:,uilbeau taut ht or outlined units 
of instruction in the ayricultural departments and stressed
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the importance o£ supervised farm, practice vrorl: and of heapin': 
,-ood project record books and notebooks.
6. -he vocational agricultural education pro -ram in 
Louisiana has enjoyed tiie support of all the State Superin­
tendents of Public education from the inception of the pro­
pram to tiie present.
7. Local sci.ool boards i.ave -enerally been cooperative 
in the support and development of the vocational a-ricultural 
educ ation move;;.ent.
d. h'.e vocational a pri cultural education pro pram in 
Louisiana, a part of tiie pen oral public education pro iram, 
iias been under the direction and supervision of and has been 
affiliated v.ûth men of iii d; calibre v.dio have been a credit to 
the pro pram.
9. Teaciier qualifications have been raised, and the 
up.pradirm: of teachinp has been tiie practice, hasten Teacher 
av;ards presented over a period of eiyht or nine years recog­
nized outstanding ability amonp the teachinp force and further 
stimulated desirable teaciiinp practices. Teaciier tenure on 
tiie job has been increased from approximately four years in 
192G-1929 to twelve years in 1957-1955.
10. Curricula offerinps wore meaper in the early days 
of tiie vocational apricultural education proyram. The 
curricula Iiave been developed in scope and quality and pro­
vide the type of trainin'- desired and needed by agricultural 
students.
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11. Tie practice of buildin;; courses of study to r*eet 
tiie needs of students car.̂ e about in tiie early thirties. Prior 
to this time the bo:: system of developiny tiie course vms in 
use, and consisted of teaching farm crops tiie first year, 
animal production tiie second year, horticulture the third 
year, and farm en 'inecrin -, farm management and farm economics 
the fourtii year.
file cross-section method of course buildinv;as orig­
inated by, perfected bj-, and advocated by Professor J. C. 
floyd of Louisiana State university. Tiiis r.iCthod caii.e to be 
rocopnised as bein'; tiie desired plan, under this plan agri­
cultural students were provided a pro pram vdiereby they could, 
neediny instruction, beyin instruction in any phase of agri­
culture.
12. The agricultural course was roor,panized on a 
practical basis between 1930-1935» Supervised farminy became 
the pivot around wiiicii tiic agricultural pro pram was developed.
13» Students enrolling in vocational agriculture in 
ti';e thirties were required to make a survey of tiioir home 
farms under tiie supervision of their parents and the teachers 
of vocational agriculture. In determinin'; the content of the 
student's supervised farm practice proyram, tiiis survey made 
by trie student was carefully analyzed, as well as a survey of 
tire community itself.
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14. li'ie well developed four-year course of study in 
vocational agriculture was comprised of uajor, contributory, 
and minor enterprises, alony with improvement practices and 
supplementary far:.: jobs. Vhc- enterprises, practices, and 
jobs were distributed over a period of four years, shov/iny 
an increase in scope duriny each of the four-year periods, 
il'.e jobs were then cateyoried for the first year’s work, 
and jobs remainin'; to be taken by the student were placed
in tlie proyram for the follovrin; tlvree years.
15. Towtbooks were 'enerally replaced in agricultural 
departments by current a;ricultural literature fror. .Experi­
ment Stations and other a"ricultural ayoncies.
16. Selection of students for vocational a,;ricultural
instruction has been practiced in some of the sclvools, 
althou'^h most students v/ho vâsh to enroll arc privileyed to 
do so.
17. Individualized classroom instruction was intro­
duced but did not meet vsLth a yreat amount of success. Under 
this plan there v/ere sometimes many different jobs under study 
in the classroom simultaneously.
16. bay-unit classes vrere organized to provide instruc­
tion in ayriculture to students over fourteen years of aye—
usually those liviny in the out1yiny areas. It was rather
yeneral practice for a larye percent of the students dropping 
out of school in the seventh yrade to remain at home on the
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farr.s. The pro'Tar. of day classes v;as especially beneficial 
to this troap.
19. farr. s:;ops have been established in cost of the 
hi;:h school departments of vocational agriculture in 
Louisiana. These siiops are helpin ; teachers provide a well 
balanced pro ;rai:. of studies for all-day boys, part-tice farcers, 
and adult farcers.
20. Advisory coiuecils have been organised by teachers 
of vocational agriculture, ''he teachers' propracs of v;ork
are checl:ed by the advisory council, which advises the teacher, 
thus enablirc: the teacher to provide an equitable proprac for 
all types of class combers.
21. Community services rendered by teachers of voca­
tional apriculture occupies a prominent position in the teachers 
activities durinp th;e early period of the proprai;:.
22. Participation in nu;;ierous activities at the local 
and state level by v;ay of tiie future farmers orpanizations have 
broupht the work of a;;ricultural students before t'ne public 
and have aided in brinpinp about pood public relations between 
the sciiools and the communities.
23. Departments of vocational apriculture rendered a 
marked contribution to the v;ar effort by procotin,p the produc­
tion of essential foods and feeds.
24. Parish, district, area, and state conferences have 
aided materially in providing instruction to teachers repardinp
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their pro;:rar.s, and ir. providin;; leadership for the entire 
proiran.
25. h'here has enisted a continuous increase in the 
nurfoer of departments, and enrollments therein, of vocational 
agriculture since 1917.
26. A rapid increase in the r.urfoer of agricultural de­
partments offerin': instruction to tiie out-of-school boys v:as 
noted durinp the period of 1930-1940. 'Durinp the period 
eirtendinp from 1917-1910 to 1924-192$ only the all-day classes 
were in existence.
27. State Supervisor of Ayricultural education Shelby h. 
Jackson was at the head of the vocational agricultural pro 'ram 
durin” a period of tremendous expansion in Louisiana, '.'he 
other State Supervisors have rendered a commendable job also.
2Ü. hindrances have existed durin;; ti'.e development of 
the agricultural educational pro :ram in Louisiana. In many 
instances the better teachers of vocational apriculture have 
left the pro ram and moved into allied positions, durinp 
V.'orld bar 11 and tlie I'.ox’ean conflict many teachers either 
returned for military service or were drafted— thus deterrinp 
pro press in the apricultural pro ;r air..
29. fhe enactment of the deor.pe-d.ecd dill by the Conpres: 
of the United States on i’ebruary 5, 1929, provided an increase 
in appropriations— wliich in turn provided for new departments 
of vocational apriculture to be opened in Louisiana.
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30. On I.rn* 21, 1934, t:;o .cor :o-01z3y Act v;as passed 
by the Soventy-l'hird ConTross, vrhich provided for the further 
doveloprent of vocational education in the United States.
The effects of this act were to increase the nunber of voca­
tional a ;ricultural departments ir. Louisiana, fifty new 
departments of a ;riculture were made available in the hiyh 
schools of Louisiana between 1932 and 1937, as a I'csult of 
passa :e of the .eorre-hlsoy Act and tr.e appropriation of 
funds by the State Le;islature durin: Juno of lyjc.
31. in Au ust of 194C the -cor ;e-'arden Act was passed 
by Con iross— the purpose of the act bein': to provide for the 
ftu'ther dovolopcent of vocational education. Louisiai'ia has 
benefitsd fror. the passa "o of this act to the extent of main- 
tainin ; ai.d establishing vocational ayricultural departments 
in the State with the aid of heorye-harden funds.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
C HAPTER V
DEVELOPMENT OF THE FUTURE FARÎ-IER ORGANIZATION
IN LOUISIANA
The data in Chapter V are organized around the develop­
ment of the Future Farmers of America program in Louisiana—  
a program which includes primarily the local F.F.A. chapters 
and the State Association of F.F.A.
Data in the current chapter are presented under the 
following major headings: (1) Introduction of the F.F.A.
Into Louisiana; (2) Leadership Activities of the F.F.A.;
(3) State F.F.A. Association Sponsored Programs to Promote 
Leadership and Establishment in Farming; (4) Important Activ­
ities in the Further Development of the F.F.A. Program in 
Louisiana; and (5) Summary.
Introduction of the Future Farmers of America Organ­
ization in the United States. Prior to the organization of 
the Future Farmers of America chapters in the public high 
schools throughout the United States, agricultural students 
had formed clubs under various organizational titles. This 
formation of clubs had been the practice during the pre- 
vocational agricultural education period, and it had continued 
for more than ten years into the vocational agricultural edu­
cation period. Names of some of the clubs in which agricultural
230
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students had become members were as follows; (1) "Boys Corn 
Clubs," (2) "Agricultural Clubs," and (3) "Boys Pig Clubs."
There existed an evident need for a uniform and ex­
tensive organization by which boys with common interests could 
unite and gain recognition for their organization and their 
work.
From 1923 to 1926 a number of states formed organi­
zations of vocational agriculture students. Creditable work 
in this activity was noted in Virginia, Tennessee, Arkansas, 
north Carolina, South Carolina, Oklahoma, hew York, hew Jersey, 
Ohio, Utah, California, Wyoming, and certain other states.
During this period there appeared in various sections 
of the country such organizational names as "Junior Farmers," 
"Young Farmers," and "Future Farmers." It was, however, the 
pioneer efforts of the Future Farmers of Virginia that at­
tracted the greatest attention nationally. The reorganization 
came as a result of the work of Henry C. Groseclose and his 
associates— including formulation of excellent statements of 
purposes and ideals, establishment of appropriate ceremonies, 
and the preparation of a constitution. Two years after the
F.F.V. was founded, six states in the Southern region had in 
operation similar organizations patterned closely after the 
Virginia organization.
By I927-I926 the possibility of a national organization 
for students who were enrolled in vocational agriculture was
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quite promising. From each section of the United States 
came the demand for a national organization. This was to be 
accomplished by enlarging the good work of the Future Farmers 
of Virginia and similar organizations, formulating a consti­
tution for the Future Farmers of America, and launching it 
as the national organization of, by, and for boys studying 
vocational agriculture.
Thus, a temporary constitution, purposes and ceremonies, 
patterned closely after that of the Future Farmers of Virginia 
and other states, was drafted by the staff of the Agricultural 
Education Service of the Federal Board for Vocational Educa­
tion during the summer of 192S. The first national convention 
was held in I'overaber of 192o and since then the growth of the 
Future Farmers of America has been steady and rapid, e:ctending 
to Hawaii and Puerto Rico. Similar organizations patterned 
largely after the F.F.A. are now found in several foreign 
countries.^
The National Future Farmers of America organization is 
comprised of all the chapters of F.F.A. in the United States. 
Its membership is limited to boys studying vocational agricul­
ture in the public secondary schools under the provisions of 
the national vocational education acts.
^Official Manual for Future Farmers of America 
(Baltimore, Maryland : French-Bray Company, 1956), p. ?♦
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The purposes of the F.F.A. are the development of 
leadership, the building of a more permanent agriculture, 
and the improvement of country life.
II’TRODUCTIOi: OF THE F.F.A. IHTO LOÜISIAICA
Future Pelican Farmers. Movements to organize Future 
Farmer work in Louisiana began with the state convention of 
the Louisiana Agricultural Teachers’ Association during the 
summer of 1927, when the first address (in Louisiana) on F.F.A. 
work was given by R. L. Davenport of the Vocational Agricul­
tural Education (Teacher Training) Department of Louisiana 
State University. (See Plate VIII, which is a picture of 
R. L. Davenport.) R. D. maltby, past Southern Regional Agent 
for Vocational Agricultural Education, and P. L. Guilbeau, 
past State Supervisor of Vocational Agriculture, were very 
much impressed by the address of Davenport and encouraged 
the organization of chapters of Future Farmers of America in 
the vocational agricultural departments of Louisiana.2
The first local F.F.A. chapters in Louisiana were 
organized at Benton and Eunice during the fall of 
1927 under the leadership of Shelby II. Jackson and
G. C. IJeaux, teachers of vocational agriculture in 
these respective schools at that time.3
^Gravois, op. cit., p. 50.
^Stimson and Lathrop, pp. cit.. p. I65.
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Plate VIII
Shown is R. L. Davenport, a leader in the 
early movement to organize the Future 
Farmer Organization in Louisiana.
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The chapters as organized in the Benton and Eunice 
schools proved to be very popular and appealed to the boys 
throughout the State of Louisiana. As a result of the work 
and activities of J. 17. Bateman, then Assistant Supervisor of 
Vocational Agriculture, the organization was promoted through­
out the state.^
At first the chapters were known as the Future Pelican 
Farmers; they were patterned after the organization in 
Virginia. (See Plate IX, which is a picture of the Future 
Pelican Farmers of Louisiana.) It is evident that much 
emphasis was being placed in the late twenties on the organ­
ization of farm boys into the Future Pelican Farmers of 
Louisiana.
At the annual state-wide conference of the Vocational 
Teachers of Agriculture held in Baton Rouge on August 5-10, 
1929, it was unanimously decided to push the organization of 
the F.P.F. of Louisiana.5
Vocational Agriculture Supervisor Guilbeau reported in 
the I92S-I929 annual report of the State Supervisor that a 
Future Pelican Farmer Chapter had been organized in every agri­
cultural school in the state. The supervisor further stated
^Gravois, op. cit., p. 50.
^Annual Report of the State Supervisor of Vocational 
Agriculture for the State^oT Louisiana^ 1926^1^9. Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, p.
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Plate IX
Shown above are the Future Pelican Farmers 
of Louisiana, who were contestants at the 
State Fair at Shreveport in 1929,
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that at the first general meeting which was to be held in 
Shreveport in the early fall (1929) application would be 
made for a charter in the national Organization.^
According to the Annual Report of the State Supervisor 
for 1929-1930 a State F.F.A. meeting was held in Shreveport 
during the state conference of agricultural teachers. This 
meeting was presided over by J. ;7. Bateman as adviser.?
Then, in 1930 the agricultural supervisor reported 
that a majority of the schools in the state had strong 
chapters of Future Farmers, although the supervisor was not 
completely satisfied with the progress which had been ac- 
complished up to that time.
Louisiana Association of Future Farmers of America. The 
Louisiana Association of F.F.A. was chartered on Lovember 1Ô, 
1930— the charter number being 44»̂
State officers were elected in 1929 to provide leader­
ship and to direct the activities of the F.F.A. organization 
at the state level. At the time of the inauguration of the 
State Association there were 2? F.F.A. chapters in Louisiana 
with a membership of 4OO boys. From this humble beginning the
6lbid.. p. 2.
7lbid., 1929-1930, p. 11.
%bid.. p. 7.
^Annual State Report of Louisiana Association of Future 
Farmers of America, 1932-1933. Baton Rouge, Louisiana, p. 1.
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number of chapters in Louisiana has increased to 235 with a 
total active membership of 10,105 boys in 195S.^^
In 1929 there were four state officers, while in 1958 
there were eight state officers. In addition there were four 
area advisors in 1958. These advisors are teachers of voca­
tional agriculture and are local F.F.A. chapter advisors.
One advisor is selected from each of the four F.F.A. areas 
in the state— his duties being to provide leadership and to 
provide coordination between the area that he represents and 
the state F.F.A. organizations. He assists the state advisor 
in his duties.
The first State F.F.A. officers of the Louisiana Associ­
ation of F.F.A. were as follows: President, Eric Guilbeau of
Sunset; Vice-President, Lester Lacy of Sulphur; Secretary- 
Treasurer, Edward Landry of Erath; and Reporter, Ambrose 
Cousans of Carencro. (See Plate X, which is a picture of the 
first State F.F.A. officers in Louisiana.) J. V/. Bateman of 
Baton Rouge was the State Association Advisor.
Scope of the F.F.A. in Louisiana. The number of F.F.A. 
chapters and the membership in these chapters, which comprise 
the Rational F.F.A. organization, have sho’.vn an increase from 
the outset of the organization in Louisiana. The one exception
^^20 Years of Progress. The Louisiana Future Farmer, 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, p. 2$; and Annual State Reports of 
Louisiana Association of Future Farmers of America. 1950- 
1958, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, passim.




Shown are the first State Officers of the Louisiana 
Association of Future Farmers of America. From left 
to right are Eric Guilbeau, Lester Lacy, Edward Landry, 
and Ambrose Cousans.
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to this was during World War II when many of the F.F.A. 
advisors were called into military service, and a number of 
the departments were closed for lack of qualified teachers of 
vocational agriculture, who also serve as F.F.A. chapter 
advisors.
The growth in number of chapters and active membership 
in these chapters during the tenure of the F.F.A. organiza­
tion in Louisiana is sliovai by information found in Table HV.
Associate F.F.A. Chapter Organized at Louisiana State 
University. In 1931 the national Organization of Future 
Farmers of America granted special permission to the Louisiana 
State University and Agricultural and mechanical College to 
organize an Associate Chapter of F.F.A. to train local advisors. 
This training proved to be so outstanding that special pro­
visions were made in the national Constitution for collegiate 
chapters.
The L.S.U. Associate Chapter was the first such
chapter to be organized in the United States.12
In an article of the Agricultural Education magazine 
of August, 1932, R. L. Davenport of the Department of Agricul­
tural Education at Louisiana State University described some
ll'rhe Louisiana Future Farmer, Vol. 3, I'o. 4 (June, 1939), 
The Louisiana Association of Future Farmers of America, Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, p. 3.
Ï^Annual State Report of Louisiana Association Future 
Farmers of America, 193o-T937, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, no page 
number.
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TABLE XIV
GROIVTH 11] LOUISIANA F.F.A. CHAPTERS, AHD 




































with 116 members, 
and Ô2 collegiate
Includes two collegiate chapters 
Includes two collegiate chapters 
chapter members.
*1951-1952— Includes two collegiate chapters 
chapter members.
*1952-1953— Includes collegiate chapters and 
membership.
*1953-1954— Includes collegiate chapters and 
membership.
^^20 Years of Progress, op. cit., and Annual State Reports 
of Louisiana Association of Future Farmers of America. 1950- 
1953. opTcit:----------------------------------------------
and 69 collegiate 
collegiate chapter 
collegiate chapter
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of the activities and functions of the new collegiate F.F.A. 
chapter at Louisiana State University. Davenport termed the 
action of the National Organization, on November 17, 1930, 
granting permission for teacher-training departments to estab­
lish associate or training chapters of Future Farmers as 
significant in the development of the Future Farmers of America. 
The importance of the Future Farmer movement as an integral 
part of the program of vocational education in agriculture was 
stressed.
Davenport contended that the success of the organization 
would in large measure depend upon the interest of each member, 
and that the functioning of each chapter would be dependent 
upon the intelligent leadership of and wise supervision by the 
local advisors. He went on to say that the delegates at the 
National Convention realized that the success of the organiza­
tion depended largely upon the training, the vision, and the 
wisdom of the local advisors. Thus, new teachers of agriculture 
must be well trained to take over the direction of chapter 
activities.
The following resume* of accomplishments of the first 
collegiate chapter in the Nation (the Louisiana State Univer­
sity Collegiate Chapter) provides a partial index to the 
enormous potentialities of F.F.A. work. Activities of the 
collegiate chapter are stated to have been as follows:
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1. Ket regularly tv/ice a month.
2. Issued a monthly nevrs letter, "The Pelican 
hews. "
3. Secured complete F.F.A. Chapter equipment.
4. Organised tv;o degree-teams.
p. Held demonstrations of opening and closing 
ceremony in nearby schools.
6. Held Greenhand and Future Farmer initiations.
7. Sponsored Best Chapter and Best Student con­
tests.
6. Won first prize exhibit at Students* Agricul­
tural Fair, Louisiana State University.
9. Won second prize float in agricultural fair 
parade.
10. Represented the collegiate chapter at numerous 
father and son banquets.
11. Held F.F.A. collegiate chapter banquet.
12. Systematic presentation, analysis, and dis­
cussion of responsibilities of local advisors at 
meetings.
13. Provided representatives from the Collegiate 
Chapter at state camp to assist in Future Farmer in­
struction.
14. Completed plans for the construction of a 
cabin on the Louisiana Future Farmer camp site.
Active membership in the collegiate chapter was limited
to juniors and seniors in the College of Agriculture (of
4%oy L. Davenport, "Training Advisors for Future 
Farmer Chapters," Agricultural Education. Vol. V, Ho. 2, 
(August, 1932), p. 31.
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Louisiana State University) who were majoring in agricultural 
education. Former Futrue Farmer members who were registered 
in the University were included as associate members. Two 
grades of membership were included; Greenhand and Future 
Farmer.
Professor Davenport, realising the potential value of 
F.F.A. training for future teachers of vocational agriculture, 
continued in his article as follows:
The experiences of the Louisiana State University 
associate chapter are of paramount interest because 
their conclusions affirm the importance of having a 
collegiate organization for training purposes. The 
department of agricultural education of the Louisiana 
State University and A. and I-I. College has accepted 
the responsibility of training local advisors for 
Future Farmer Chapters. Our findings ;d.th the associ­
ate chapter have been very gratifying, and we heartily 
recommend their conclusions to your attention.^5
The Louisiana State University Collegiate Chapter of
F.F.A. experienced during World War II a period of inactivity
for more than three years. The chapter was reorganized in
October of 1945.
As of 1945, all boys majoring in vocational agriculture
were, within three years after graduating from high school,
automatically eligible for membership in the collegiate
chapter.
^̂ Ibid.
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Data in the table which follows show the members in 
the Collegiate Chapter of Louisiana State University and the 
Collegiate Chapter of the Southwestern Louisiana Institute 
at Lafayette. The Collegiate Chapter of Southwestern Louisiana 
Institute was organized when that State college began offering 
teacher training in vocational agricultural education.
LEADERSHIP ACTIVITIES OF THE F.F.A.
State F.F.A. Conventions. The State F.F.A. Convention 
in Louisiana has been an annual affair— there having been 
twenty-nine such conventions since the inauguration of the 
State Association of F.F.A. in Louisiana.
The writer is unable to record the exact dates of the 
State conventions that were held in 1930 and 1931. It was 
verified, however, in a conference with J. W. Bateman^? and 
Professor J. C. Floyd on April 16, 1959, that the conventions 
in question were held at the time of the State Fair in Shreve­
port. There are found in the Louisiana Future Farmer of 
June, 1939, specific data to the effect that the first three 
State conventions were held in Shreveport. The attendance
The Louisiana Future Farmer, Vol. 10, No. 4 (January, 
1946), The Louisiana Association of Future Farmers of America, 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, p. 14»
^"^Personal conference held between J. V/. Bateman, Profes­
sor J. C. Floyd, and the writer in the office of Professor J. C, 
Floyd, at Louisiana State University on April 16, 1959.
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TABLE XV
lŒKBEESHIP IK LOUISIANA COLLEGIATE F.F.A. CHAPTERS

































1 dAnnual State Reports of Louisiana Association Future 
Farmers of America. 1932-1958, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, passim.
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was, as reported by this source, 104 persons at the 1929-1930 
convention and 200 at the 1930-1931 convention.
At the Third Annual Convention of the Louisiana Associa­
tion of Future Farmers of America, the Program-of-Work Committee 
determined the program for the 1932-1933 session. One of the 
most noteworthy activities during the convention was the de­
termination of the program for the 1932-1933 session. The 
entire membership of the association accepted the program that 
was established and worked diligently to accomplish the objec­
tives that were set. Local chapters adapted their prograras- 
of-work to include objectives that would be in harmony vdth 
the National and State objectives. A precedent was established 
whereby the State Association set up an ideal program-of-work 
for local chapters of F.F.A. to follow in developing their 
programs. That precedent is still being followed.
Beginning in 1933 the State F.F.A. conventions were 
held in Baton Rouge, at Louisiana State University; and this 
practice continued until 1944.
Camp Grant Walker (near Pollock, Louisiana) was selected 
in 1944 as the logical location for the State convention inas­
much as it was centrally located. The State Supervisor con­
sidered it well to hold the conventions at Camp Grant Walker
^The Louisiana Future Farmer. Vol. 3, Number 4 (June, 
1939), Louisiana Association of F.F.A., Baton Rouge, Louisiana,
p. 6.
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because this would mean that no teacher would be required to 
drive across the State to reach the convention site. Gasoline 
and tires were rare items in 1944 because of World War II.
Only 300 persons were reportedly in attendance at the 1944 
convention.
With the termination of World War II, the State Associa­
tion of Future Farmers of America began to rebuild its organi­
zation vâth renewed vigor and determination. I-'any of the 
activities that had been disbanded during the war (for example, 
competitive livestock judging) were re-established, hew pro­
grams and activities were inaugurated.
Thus, the State F.F.A. convention today is an activity 
for which the enterprising young Future Farmer awaits vdth 
enthusiasm and anxiety.
It is provided in the current constitution of the 
Louisiana Association of Future Farmers of America, Inc., 
that a State Convention be held annually. The time and place 
of the convention are determined by the State Executive Com­
mittee.
Each local F.F.A. chapter is entitled to send two
20delegates from its active membership to the State convention.
20Constitution and By-Laws of the Louisiana Association. 
Future Farmers of America, Inc., Baton Rouge7 Loui si ana, 
Mimeographed Material, p. 7.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
2 4 9
In addition, however, many award recipients and 
others attend the State conventions to participate in the 
programs.
Data in Table }?JI reveal, in chronological order, the 
dates and locations of State F.F.A. conventions held between 
1929 and I95S and show the attendance at the respective con­
ventions.
State F.F.A. Convention Pro ■'ram, 195&. To reiterate 
that the State F.F.A. Convention of the Louisiana Association 
of Future Farmers of America has come to be a momentous oc­
casion and that the association has established itself on a 
par ivith the very best of adult organizations, a complete 
pro 'ram of t;',e convention held in Shreveport, Louisiana, on 
June II-I4, 1956, is incorporated herein and presented as 
follows:
COP.VSFTIOI: P lO C A A ir^
(29th Annual F.F.A. Convention)
Tuesday, June 10 
6:30 P.m.
Special Supper— IJarlin Room, Second Floor, Captain 
ShrevG Hotel— Courtesy Chilean i/itrate educational 
Cureau, Inc.
Louisiana Future Farmer, Vol. 22, Ko. 5 (July, 1956), 
The Louisiana Association, Future Farmers of America, Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, pp. 1, 8.
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8:00 P.M.
State Executive Committee Meeting— Marlin Room,
Second Floor, Captain Shreve Hotel.
Wednesday, June 11 
9:00 A.M.— 3:00 P.M.
Registration— Lobby of Captain Shreve Hotel
3:00 P.M.
FIRST SESSION, HOUSE OF DELEGATES— Crystal Ballroom, 
Washington-Youree Hotel.
Opening Ceremony.
Invocation— Rev. Thomas Connors, Associate Pastor 
of Holy Trinity Catholic Church.
Silent Prayer for Deceased Members.
Address of Welcome— Honorable James C. Gardner,
Mayor, City of Shreveport.
Roll Call and Seating of Delegates.
Appointment of Committees— Bill Lambert, State 
President.
Address— Carrol W. Andrews, Rural Development
Department, Southwestern Gas and Electric Company 
and Chairman, Agriculture Committee, Shreveport 
Chamber of Commerce.
Address— A. E. Robinson, Assistant State Superintendent 
for Vocational Education.
Presentation of Best Chapter Awards— Bobby Blackmon,
3rd Vice-President.
Report of Rules Committee.
Entertainment.
Public Speaking Contest—
Judges: Joe Martin, State Conservationist, Alexandria.
George Shannon, Radio Farm Director, Radio 
Station WWL, New Orleans.
Leon Jopling, Timekeeper, Universal Mfg. Co., 
Bossier City.
Mrs. Lula Mae Carrol, State Department of 
Education.
Parliamentary Law Contest (Lake Room, Captain Shreve 
Hotel)——
Judges: Jimmy Dillon, Bastrop Chamber of Commerce.
Enoch Nix, Vice-President, Bossier Bank and 
Trust Company.
Jim Hedrick, Farm News Director, Radio 
Station KIVKH.
Closing Ceremony.
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5:00 P.K.
State Farmer Degree Test— Lake Room, Second Floor, 
Captain Shreve Hotel.
I-ieeting of Chapter Advisors— Crystal Ballroom,
V/ashington-Youree Hotel— G. T. Houston, Director, 
Vocational Agriculture Education, Presiding.
6:00 P.l\--7:00 P.Ih
Social Activities— Lalce Room, Second Floor, Captain 
Shreve Hotel— For all F.F.A. Sweethearts and 
Delegates.
7:30 P.m.
SECOHD SESSIOH, HOUSE OF DELEGATES--Crystal Ballroom,
'./ashington-Youree Hotel.
Opening Ceremony.
Invocation— Rev. J. Lawence Plumley, Rector of 
St. Hark's Episcopal Giiurch.
Roll Call.
Address— G. T. Houston, Director, Vocational Agricul­
tural Education.
Address— Hiss Toni Whittington, State Sweetheart, 
Louisiana Association of F.F.A.
Rominating Committee’s Review of Candidates— Chamber 
of Commerce Committee Room, Second Floor, Captain 
Shreve Hotel.




THIRD SESSIOH, HOUSE OF DELEOATES--Crystal Ballroom,
Washington-Youree Hotel.
Opening Ceremony.
Invocation— Dr. Ü. L. Dykes, Pastor of First Hethodist 
Church of Shreveport, 
nominating Committee’s Report.
Hornination of Area Advisors.
State Officers’ Reports:
1st Vice-President— Jerry Sylvester 
Secretary— Jimmy Fitzpatrick 
3rd Vice-President— Bobby Blackmon 
Presentation of F.F.A. Chapter Awards in Louisiana Farm 
and Home Electrification— E. S. Krouse, Gulf States 
Utilities Company, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
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Announcement of State Farmer Degree Test.
Entertainment.
Presentation of Danforth Foundation Award— Jerry 
Sylvester, 1st Vice-President.
10:00 A.K.
Presentation of award in Farmers’ Cooperatives 
Essay Contest— Dr. E. P. Roy, LSU Agricultural 
Economics Department





Presentation of REA Farm Electrification Awards—
A. P. VJood, President, Louisiana Electric Co­
operatives.
Entertainment.
Presentation of Dairy Farming Awards, Jimmy Fitz­
patrick, Secretary.
Address— Raney Peabody, President, Louisiana Future 
Homemakers of America.
Presentation of State Farmer Degrees— State Officers. 





Social Activities— municipal Auditorium.
7:30 P.R.
FOURTH SESSIOR, HOUSE OF DELEGATES--Crystal Ballroom,
v/ashington-Youree Hotel.
Opening Ceremony.
Invocation— Rev. William Taylor Clarke, Pastor of 
Dunlap Memorial Presbyterian Church.
Roll Call.
State Wide Radio Broadcast— Travis A. White, President, 
Shreveport Chamber of Commerce.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
253
Honorable Shelby h. Jackson, State Superintendent 
of Education.
Royce Sodiford, national Vice-President, Future 
Farmers of America.
3ill Lambert, State President, Louisiana Association 
of Future Farmers of America.
0:30 P.M.
Presentation of Honorary State Farmer Degrees. 
Presentation of Star State Farmer and Area Star 
Farmer Av/ards, State Officers.
Finals of State Sweetheart Contests.
Closing Ceremony.
Friday, June 13 
8:45 A.M.
FIFTH SESSIOH, HOUSE OF D3LEGATZS--Crystal Sallroom,
Washington-Youree Motel.
Opening Ceremony.
Invocation— Rabbi David Lefkowitz, Jr., Temple 3’nia 
Zion.




2nd Vice-President— Fred McLemore.
Reporter— James Simmons.
Entertainment.
State Officers’ Reports (Continued)
Parliamentarian— David Ducote 
4th Vice-President— Richard Haynes
10:30 A.M.
Presentation of Soil and Water Management Awards—  
Fred McLernore, 2nd Vice-President.
Remarks— Joe Dan Boyd, Representative, The Rational 
Future Farmer Magazine.











Committee Work (Refer to back page for places of 
meetings and consultants.)
3:00 P.K.
Escorts' Rehearsal for Coronation Ball— Crystal 
Ballroom, Washington-Youree Hotel.
Friday, June 13 (Fight)
3:00 P.m.




Saturday, June 14 
3:30 P.M.
SIXTH S3SSI0H, HOUSE OF DELEGATES--Crystal Ballroom,
Washington-Youree Hotel.
Opening Ceremony.













Contests— Group B 
Contests— Group C 
Proceedings of F.F.A. Convention.
Adoption of Budget 
Resolutions
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Address— Royce 3odiford, Rational Vice-President 
of the future farmers of America.
Committee Reports (Continued)
Junior Livestock Show 
Program of Work
Entertainment
Presentation of Certificates to Chapters having 
Standard and Superior Ratings in the Rational 
Chapter Award Program— State President
Retiring President's I'essage.
Installation of Rew Officers.
Announc ements.
Closing Ceremony— Raw Officers.
Distribution of Travel Reimbursement Forms to 
Teachers— District Supervisors.
ADJOURR
Saturday, June 14 (Right)
7:30 P.r.
LOyiSIARA HAYRIDE— municipal Auditorium. 
Emission Free by Badge)
Editorial Lauds Louisiana F.F.A. An editorial which 
appeared in The Shreveport Journal. one of Shreveport's two 
major daily newspapers, during the 195# State F.F.A. Conven­
tion at Shreveport, lauded the Future Farmers of America as 
an outstanding, self-substaining youth organization. The 
editorial comment signifies the high esteem in which the youn; 
farmers are held in the minds of the adult population of 
Louisiana. The editorial is presented in its entirety as 
follows:
Shreveport today is privileged to welcome more 
than 1,000 of Louisiana's finest young men delegates 
to the 29th Annual Convention of the state's Future 
Farmers of America.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
256
For the reminder of this week these outstand­
ing youths from every section of the state mil be 
in our midst to remind us that, despite all the talk 
we hear about juvenile delinquency, the average 
American teen-ager is a good, solid citizen preparing 
for a position of leadership in his community.
The F.F.A.’s decision to convene in Shreveport 
for the fourth consecutive year is one of the finest 
compliments its members could pay to any city. Prior 
to 1955, the Future Farmers never held a convention 
anywhere except on a college campus. They were so 
pleased with their reception in Shreveport in 1955 
that they have returned here annually.
In contemplating the prospects of their continuing
to meet here in the years ahead, we recall these para­
graphs from an earlier editorial;
The Journal would like to see Louisiana's 
Future Farmers of America adopt Shreveport as 
their permanent meeting place. We know that 
the people of Shreveport would like to have 
these young people as visitors every year. . .
ho one could have seen these fine boys and 
girls and talked to them vathout sensing that 
they personify a national victory over the evil 
forces whic/j lead many of our young people into 
juvenile delinquency. There are no lawbreakers—  
no hoodlums— no problem children among these 
young farmers who have experienced the thrill of 
happiness which comes from doing things for them­
selves and for their fellowmen. Theirs is not 
the unhappy lot of the young ne’er-do-wells who 
have been waited on hand-and-foot and brought up 
to believe that the world owes them a living.
During the next few days when you see a young 
man wearing an F.F.A. badge you will know that he is 
a leader in one of Louisiana’s 237 chapters of the 
organization. If he is vâth an especially attrac­
tive young lady, you will know that she is either 
last year’s F.F.A. Sweetheart, a candidate for the 
title this year or one of the F.F.A.’s sponsors. If 
the opportunity presents itself, shake hands with 
them and let them know how pleased Shreveport’s 
citizens are to be their hosts.
-P
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To all of the Future Farmers The Journal 
extends best wishes for one of the most suc­
cessful and most enjoyable conventions their 
great organization has ever held.22
22Louisiana Future Farmer, Vol. 22, Lumber 6 (August, 
I95B), The Louisiana Association, Future Farmers of America, 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, p. 1.
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TABLE XVI
DATES ALD LOCATIONS OF THE COLVEFTIOXS OF THE 
LOUISIANA ASSOCIATION OF F.F.A., AND ATTENDANCE 





1931-1932 July 28, 1932, Fishville; and 300
October 25, 1932, Shreveport 400
1932-1933 July 17-22, 1933, Baton 2ou-e (LSU) 344
1933-1934 Julv 9-13, 1934, Baton Rouje (LSU) 601
1934-1935 Julv 15-19, 1935, Baton lou^e (LSU) 600
1935-1936 July 12-18, 1936, Baton Noure (LSU) 800
1936-1937 June 28--July 1, 1937, Baton Route (LSU) 1,000
1937-1938 June 27--July 1, 1938, Baton Route (LSU) 1,200
1938-1939 June 5-8, 1939, Baton Rouie (LSU) 1,500
1939-1940 July 8-11, 1940, Baton Rou-e (LSU) 1,500
1940-1941 July 21-24, 1941, Baton Route (LSU) 1,650
1941-1942 August 19-21, 1942, Baton Rou;e (LSU) 6OC
1942-1943 June 28-30, 1943, Baton Rouje (LSU) 450
1943-1944 July 24-27, 1944, Canp \̂ rant Walker
(Pollock) 300
1944-1945 July 23-26, 1945, Carnp Grant Walker
(Pollock) 175
1945-1946 June 24-28, 1946, Lafayette (SLI) 600
1946-1947 June 8-13, 1947, Lafayette (SLI) 1,000
1947-1948 June 7-11, 1948, Lafayette (SLI) 1,000
1948-1949 June 6-10, 1949, Laiayette (SLI) —-—
1949-1950 Autust 7-11, 1950, Lafayette (SLI) 946
1950-1951 June 3-7, 1951, Baton Route (LSU) 1,500
1951-1952 June 2-6, 1952, Baton Rou%e (LSU) 1,470
1952-1953 June 15-19, 1953, Baton Rouge (LSU) 1,166
1953-1954 nay 31--June 4, 1954, Baton Rouge (LSU) 1,100
1954-1955 June 8-11, 1955, Shreveport 1,200
1955-1956 June 6-9, 1956, Shreveport 1,156
1956-1957 June 5-8, 1957, Shreveport 700
1957-1953 June 11-14. 1958. Shreveport 505
Sources: Annual Report of the State Supervisor of Vocational
Agriculture for thelltate 01 Louisiana, 1929-30. 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, p.T!l.
Annual State Reports, Louisiana Association Future 
Farrners of America. 1936-195^, Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, passim.
Proceedings of the Annual Conventions of the Louisiana 
Associa^on Future Farmers of America, 193611948'. 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, passim.
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F.F.A. Leadership Conferences. F.F.A. Leadership con­
ferences have been held in various forms and at various 
locations during the entire tenure of the F.F.A. organization.
Holding leadership conferences has come to be recognized 
as one of the very important activities of the Future Farmer 
organizations. I-iuch of the planning and organization, in­
cluding all phases of the F.F.A. program, has been undertaken
in these conferences.
The primary concern of leadership meetings and confer­
ences has been to discover and to apply desirable leadership 
activities among the organizational membership. This objective 
has been accomplished— the result being greater proficiency vdth 
which the local, parish, district, area and state organizations 
have functioned.
The first mention of an annual leadership conference, 
as such, in Louisiana was in 1932-1933» A Leadership Train­
ing Conference was reportedly in session at Fishville for five 
days during the State F.F.A. encampment. The conference ex­
tended from July 25 to July 30, 1932, and was attended by 256 
F.F.A. boys from 42 chapters in Louisiana. The meetings lasted 
for two hours each day. Ho information was provided as to the 
conference program.23
^^Annual State Report of Louisiana Association of Future 
Farmers of America, 1932-1933, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, p. 16.
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In 1933 the Louisiana Association of F.F.A. a~ain 
held its leadership training conference during the five-day 
F.F.A. encampment, from Auyust 14 to Auyust 19, with thirty- 
five chapters participating.
From Auyust 6 until August 11 in 1934, a State-Wide 
Leadership Training Conference for local chapter officers and 
members was held at the Future Farmer camp at Fishville; si:cty- 
three chapters were represented at the conference by a total 
of 276 boys.25
F y 1936-1939 the leadership trainin'; proprams were 
beinp held at the district level— and for a duration of one 
day. In 1941 fne conferences wore beiny held on an area basis. 
The area conferences were discontinued, however, in 1942-1943 
because of the transportation problem involved in the war effort, 
To offset this problem the leadership conferences were held 
temporarily at tiie saiiie time as ti'c annual F.F.A. convention.
Some of the activities discussed at the district, area, 
and state leadership conferences and later put into effect at 
all levels of the F.F.A. organization were as follows:
(1) Qualifying for the state farmer deyree and other awards;
(2) Training for, and participating in, parliamentary law
Z^ibid.. 1932-1933, p. 16.
‘“•̂Ibid., 1933-1934, no paye number.
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contests; (3) Proper conduct of chapter, area, and state 
meetings; (4) Preparation of radio and television programs; 
and (5) Presentation of F.F.A. programs before civic groups.
Since World V/ar II considerable emphasis has been 
placed on leadership activities among the Future Farmers of 
America. Participation in these activities has been on the 
increase, meaning that more and more boys have gained leader­
ship experiences in an increasing number of activities.
Area F.F.A. leadership conferences, under the direc­
tion and supervision of the Louisiana State Department of 
Education, are continuing to be held in the State.
The Louisiana Future Farmer magazine carried an article 
in the January, 1955, issue which shows the general nature of 
the F.F.A. area Leadership Conferences being held in Louisiana. 
The substance of the article, which appeared under the title 
"Shreveport is Site of Area I F.F.A. Leadership Meet," is 
presented as follows:
Area I recently held its Leadership Training Con­
ference in the Broadmoor Junior High School, Shreveport. 
The meeting was called to order by the Area President, 
Bernard Watts of Ringgold. Suzonne Lindsey, State 
F.F.A. Sweetheart gave the invocation.
Clyde Fant. Mayor of Shreveport, gave an inspiring 
welcome address to the group. The Honorable Shelby M. 
Jackson, State Superintendent of Public Education, was
Z^ibid., 1938-1958, passim.
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3uest speaker on the niornin:; pro2;ram, and was followed 
on the program by V/. D. Barton who also spoke to the 
group. Hr. Barton is chairman of the agricultural 
committee of the Shreveport Chamber of Commerce.
After the general session, the boys were assigned 
to various discussion groups, led by prominent pro­
fessional and civic leaders in Shreveport, "embers of 
the group who were F.F.A. presidents and vice-presidents 
were led in discussion by J. Bobert ’.'/elsh, Vice- 
President and General manager. Southwestern Gas and 
Blectric Company; the F.F.A. secretaries met for a 
discussion with Jolen S. Sheffield, Secretary, Arkansas 
Fuel Oil Corporation; the F.F.A. Treasurers were led in 
a discussion by Hugh V/atson, Assistant Vice-President, 
The First national Bank of Shreveport. Chapter Report­
ers met for a discussion led by Charlie Phillips of 
the Shreveport Journal, while the F.F.A. Chapter Par­
liamentarians heard City Judge C-, Randall Whitmeyer.
Vocational Agricultural Teachers in attendance 
at the meeting were brought up-to-date in certain 
phases of agricultural experimentation under way in a 
meeting with J. Y. Oakes and Dawson Johns. Oakes is 
Superintendent of the Red River Valley Experiment 
Station at Curtis and Johns is Superintendent of the 
Hill Farm Experiment Station at Homer.
After the group meetings the boys assembled in the 
auditorium for election of officers and an address by 
Tom Wimberley, President of the Shreveport Chamber of 
Commerce.27
Parliamentary Law Contest. The practice and applica­
tion of parliamentary procedure is another way of aiding in 
the development of competent, aggressive, rural leadership 
among boys studying vocational agriculture in the high schools. 
Besides its common use in all types of meetings, parliamentary 
law aids in teaching organization, cooperation, discipline, 
quick thinking, and in general, good citizenship.
'̂̂ Loui si ana Future Farmer, Vol. IC, Ho. 11 (January, 
1955), Baton Rouge, Louisiana, p. 5.
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The first State F.F.A. Parliamentary Law Contest was 
held during 1934-1935 with SO of the State’s 89 chapters
r\ ripart i cipat ing. ^
Fach year since the inauguration of the Parliamentary 
Law Contest a state vanning team has been selected. Teams 
must van their respective parish or sub-district contests, 
and their respective district and area contests in order to 
compete against other area contest winners in the state con­
test.
J. 3. Lippincott Publicity Contest. The Louisiana 
Association of F.F.A., in cooperation with the J. 3. Lippin­
cott Publishing Company, for several years sponsored the 
"J. 3. Lippincott Chapter Publicity Contest." The purpose 
of the contest was to encourage improved public relations 
and to provide an incentive to Future Farmer of America chap­
ters to acquaint the public vath activities of local chapters 
and individual chapter members.
Cash prizes were awarded to vanners of the contest—  
the prizes being provided by the J. 3. Lippincott Publishing 
Company. The awards were made on the basis of the number of 
column inches of publicity accepted during the year and pub­
lished in local, state, and national publications.^9
2&Annual Descriptive Report of the State Board of Voca- 
cational Education to the Office oF~Education, Department of 
the Interior. 1934-1935« Baton Rouge, Louisiana, p. 27.
29Annual State Report of Louisiana Association of Future 
Farmers of America, 1944-1951, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, no page 
number.
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Danforth Fô indation Award. Each year the Danforth 
Foundation, a private family foundation %âth headquarters in 
St. Louis, I'issouri, provides several scholarships which enable 
the recipients to attend a leadership training camp for worthy 
future farmer leaders. One scholarship is awarded to the 
president of the State Association of F.F.A., one to an out­
standing F.F.A. member, and one to an adult who accompanies 
the delegation to camp and serves as a camp leader.
Selection of the members to receive scholarships is 
made on the basis of member’s physical, mental, social, and 
religious development.
The camp, recognized as the "American Youth Leadership 
Training Camp," is located on the shores of Lake Michigan, 
near Shelby, liichigan.
State Best F.F.A. Chapter Contest. In 1932 there orig­
inated the State Best F.F.A. Chapter Contest. This contest is 
conducted annually to encourage chapter members and reward 
them for their efforts, to stimulate group activities among 
the F.F.A. members, and to encourage improvement in local 
chapter programs of work.
The contest serves as a valuable aid in stimulating 
both individual and co-operative effort as well as developing 
chapter programs of work into worthy activities.
In evaluating a chapter’s program of work, the follow­
ing points are talcen into consideration: (1) the importance
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and appropriateness of the activities included in the pro- 
grar., (2) the -oals set to be accomplished, and (3) the methods 
by which the r̂ oals vail be accomplished.
There existed in 1941 a policy whereby each year the 
teacher of vocational agriculture vrhose F.F.A. chapter v/as 
declared the outstanding chapter in the State v/as av:arded a 
trip to the I.'ational F.F.A. Convention. J. J. Arceneaux of 
Sunset, reportedly had, in Fay, 1941, received the award for 
the second time. D. W. Brovnv, vocational agriculture teacher 
at Sikes, Louisiana, was awarded a trip to the convention for 
having conducted the most outstanding part-time program during 
the preceding year (1940-1941)» Coleman Fartin, teacher of 
vocational agriculture at Feadhimer, v/as awarded a trip the 
same year for his outstanding evening class program.^0
STATE F.F.A. ASSOCIATION SPONSORED PR03RAFS TO PRO- 
FOTE LEADERSHIP Ai:D ESTA3LISHFENT IN FARIÜNG
F.F.A. Foundation Awards. Although the F.F.A. Founda­
tion program is relatively nev; in Louisiana, it has nevertheless 
been very influential in the further development of the F.F.A. 
in the state.
The Louisiana Future Farmer in October, 1945, gave in­
formation relative to the Foundation awards program. "To
3QThe Louisiana Future Farmer. Vol. 6, No. 3 (November 12, 
1941), Baton Rouge, Louisiana, Louisiana Association Future 
Farmers of America, p. 6.
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stimulate and promote the best interests of students and 
former students of vocational education in agriculture” was 
given as the primary objective of the program. In addition, 
a loan fund was to be provided for deserving students or 
former students of vocational agriculture who needed a loan 
to assist them in becoming established in farming.
The F.F.A. Foundation would promote and stimulate 
interest in agricultural leadership amonj students of voca­
tional agriculture and develop interest on the part of the 
general public in vocational agriculture.
The Foundation was an outgrowtli of the support given by 
corporations and business concerns to the Future Farmers of 
America. Previously these commercial orgariizations, which 
recognized the interdependence of agriculture and business, 
had offered prizes and awards to students who demonstrated 
superiority in various competitions. These contributions were 
to be accepted by the Foundation and expended under the direc­
tion of a board of trustees.
The Foundation program has unquestionally provided a 
stimulus to the State Association in which the end results 
have been reflected in the local chapters of F.F.A. through­
out the nation. The leadership in the State Association, on
^^The Louisiana Future Farmer, Volume 10, Humber 3 
(October, 1945), The Louisiana Association of Future Farmers 
of America, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, p. 4.
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both the active rnenibership level and the adnlt advisory 
level, apparently realized the future benefits to be yainea 
fror. the Foundation.
This is evidenced by the following committee report 
relative to the acceptance and inauguration of t'ne proyram:
;/e, the Committee on F.F.A. Foundation, recommend 
that the Louisiana Association of Future Farmers of 
America co-operate 100 percent in carrying out the 
proyram of the Future Farmer Foundation for 1946- 
1947» The committee recommends tliat the executive 
Committee be authorized to prepare plans to con­
duct state-initiated projects aid that these plans 
be sent to all chapters in the state.
The Committee further recommends that all chapters 
in the Louisiana Association contribute to the support 
of the Foundation by contributing one dollar per chapter 
to be collected by the executive secretary and trans­
mitted to the F.F.A. Foundation.
The committee wishes to express the appreciation 
of Louisiana F.F.A. Association to the individuals, 
business firms, and others throuyhout the United States, 
who have, through their donations, made possible the 
program of the Foundation for 1945-1946.62
Respectfully Submitted,
C-aston Cremillion, Chairman 
Lafayette Chapter
The Future Farmers of America Foundation was incorporated
under the laws of the District of Columbia on Larch 29, 1944.
The Dy-Laws were adopted by the board of trustees at a special
meeting in Kansas City, i'issouri, on October 7, 1944.
32Proceedings of the Seventeenth Annual Convention of 
the Louisiana Association of Future farmers of America, State 
Department of Education huTîetin ho. 619, Eaton Rouge (June, 
1946), p. 43.
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The Foundation program provides awards to the State 
vânners in the follovrin̂ ; contests; (1) Star State Farcer^
(2) Fare mechanics, (3) Farn h'lectrirication, (4) Dairy 
Farrdny, (5) Soil and hater hana^euent, (6) Farm Safety, 
and (7) Public Speakiny.-*^
Star State Farmer Awards. The Star State Farmer award 
is recognized as one of the most outstanding and coveted of 
all individual F.F.A. awards. The award serves as a means 
of stimulating and promoting achievement and advancement in 
the F.F.A. From the list of candidates who submit applications 
for promotion to the State Farmer degree each year, the Star 
State Farmer and four Area Star Farmers are selected.
The selection of the Star State and the Area Star Farmers 
is made on the basis of outstanding accomplishments by the 
candidates during the time they are enrolled in vocational agri­
culture, or during their period of active membership in the 
F.F.A. Special emphasis is placed on the type of supervised- 
farming programs conducted by the candidates and on the candi­
dates' participation in leadership and co-operative activities 
of their respective chapters.
^^The Future Farmers of America Foundation. Incorporated. 
Bulletin humber 2, Revised 19331 Published by The Future 
Farmers of America Foundation, Incorporated, in cooperation 
with the Agricultural Education Branch of the Office of Edu­
cation— Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, Washington, 
D. C., pp. 2, 19.
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The recipient of the Star State Farmer award receives 
a check for <200.00 from F.F.A. Foundation funds.24
Farm Mechanics Award. The Farm Mechanics Award is 
sponsored annually by the F.F.A. Foundation, Inc. The pur­
pose of the award is to stimulate and recoynize achievements 
in farm mechanics in connection with farm shop activities 
appearing in the supervised farming pro.:rams of the vocational 
agriculture students in Louisiana.
In selecting the vanner, major consideration is given 
to school farm shop activities, soil and water conservation 
activities, farm mechanic projects completed at home, instal­
lation of farm and home conveniences and appliances, and partic­
ipation in establishing and equipping a home farm shop.
The Foundation currently provides an avrard of ilOO.OO 
to state vfinners in this contest.25
Farm llectrification Award. The Farm electrification 
award, another of the F.F.A. Foundation sponsored programs, 
is for the purpose of encouraging and recognizing the prac­
tical and economical use of electricity in connection with the 
individual F.F.A. member's productive supervised-farming 
activities on the home farm or in the home.
^^Ibid.. p. 13. 
^^Ibid., p. 14.
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In selecting vn.nr.ers for this award, r.ajor emphasis 
is placed on tl:e buildinj; of electrical appliances, selec­
tion, care, and operation of farm and home electrical 
appliances and equlpi.-.e.nt, and extendin'; the use of electri­
city on the farm and in the farm home. T;;e vânrer of this 
award in each state receives fl00.00.3u
Star Dairy F armer Award. The Star Dairy Farmer a'ward 
is sponsored by the F.F.A. Foundation, Inc. The purpose of 
the avard is to stimulate interest in the development of 
complete dairy programs by vocational agricultural students. 
The award is designed for those vaio have exemplified out­
standing achievement in a dairying proyram. Ti'.e state winner
o n
of the dairy av/ard receives jlOO.OO,
Soil and Water hana-ement Award. The Soil and Water 
management award is also sponsored by the F.F.A. Foundation, 
Inc. The purpose of the award is to stimulate interest on the 
part of vocational agricultural students in the soil and v;ater 
management program. State awards of )100.CO go to the recip­
ients of this award.3"=
Fariii Safety Award. The Farm Safety award is based 
upon activities related to instruction in farm safety. To
3^Ibid., p. 14.
'̂̂ ibid.. p. 15.
3%bid., p. 16.
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qualify for the award safety practices are put into applica­
tion in the school's fan;; mechanic shop, on the school farm, 
in the sch.ool-conxiunity cannery, on field trips, in community 
projects, and in all other activities which lend themselves 
to the application of yood farm safety practices.
The national F.F.A. Foundation presently allocates 
.,,'100.00 to each state chapter declared the v.ânner of this
award.^9
Public Speakiny Contest. In 1930 the State of Louisiana 
was divided into debating districts. Certain schools were in­
cluded within one district, while other schools were designated 
to be in other districts. The preliminary contests have been 
used for the purpose of selecting the vanner of each district. 
The successful district winner is privileged to compete in 
the area contest. The area vanners then advance to the state 
contest at vniich the state winner is selected.
The state contest is conducted accordin' to the rules 
and regulations established for the national Public Speaking 
Contest
The public speaking contest, hold in Louisiana each year 
since 1930, has helped to train many Future Farmers to take
^^Ibid., p. l6.
Annual Report of the State Supervisor of Vocational 
Agriculture for the 5tate of Louisiana, 192^1930. Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, p. 11.
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the responsibility of leadership in their respective coa- 
r.ranities.
In addition to the contribution that these public 
speaking contests make to the development of rural and agri­
cultural leadership, the contests contribute materially to the 
basic scientific knov.dedye of agriculture and related sciences 
on the part of the individual participants.
The state vdnner of this contest receives as an award 
the sum of v-00.00 from the F.F.A. Foundation.'^-
State Jud-in: Contests. As early as 1926-192? thirty- 
three of Louisiana’s hiyh school agriculture departments 
boasted of having judging tearns.
In 1929-1930 fuilbeau was exerting an effort to get 
various civic bodies in the state to sponsor and finance 
Louisiana’s judging teams in their out-of-state judging con­
tests. With the viev; of carrying out tiiis plan, fuilbeau 
addressed the members of several leading civic clubs in 
Louisiana, explaining the plan to them. 3̂
The practice of donating money by civic groups for out- 
of-state trips to participate in judging contests remains in 
vogue today.
^^The Future Farmers of America Foundation, Incorporated, 
op. cit., p. 17.
*̂~̂Annual Descriptive Report of The State Supervisor for 
Vocational Education to the Federal BoardToF"Vocational Educa­
tion. 1923-1927. Baton Rouge, Louisiana, p. 4.
43lbid.. 1929-1930, p. 10.
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T’le State plan for the years froin 1932 throuyh 1937 
specified that an amount of money be appropriated annually 
by the parish school boards— which amount was to be adequate 
to send.a judyin" team of not less than three members and a 
coach to the State Fair at Shreveport. Kany of the parish 
school boards today voluntarily advance their ;d.nniny teams 
sums of money to defray the costs of participating in such 
contests.
In 1931 all of the agricultural departments in the 
state were represented by a jud^in" team at the State Fair 
in Shreveport. Competition was reportedly Iceen in all con­
tests and the team members appeared to enjoy the jud -in".
3i::ty teams were entered in the Future Farmers of 
America judyiny contests in 1933-1934, in fulfillment of the 
objective of each teacher's training and entering an F.F.A. 
judyiny team in the judyiny contests.
At first the contests were held at Shreveport in the 
fall duriny the State Fair. IViien the annual judyiny contests 
were later held in Baton Fouye, Louisiana State University 
provided sleeping quarters and other facilities for the
ïlêB. -̂ 0̂  Vocational Education in Agriculture, 1932- 
1937 (September, 1932], Baton houye, Louisiana State Depart­
ment of Education, p. 4»
^^Annual Descriptive Report. op. cit., 1931-1932, p. 6. 
4-(̂ Ibid., 1933-1934.
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contestants. Livestock and products to be jud.^ed were also 
provided by the University.
The judyiny of different classes of livestock, corn, 
dairy products, syys, and neats was under way during the 
annual Future Farmers of America Convention. Tach chapter 
of the Louisiana Association of Future Farmers was eligible 
to enter a team of three F.F.A. members to participate in the 
contests.
many prizes were offered to the highest scoring in­
dividuals. medals and other prizes were presented during the 
annual State Future Farmer of America banquet. The three 
individuals who scored highest in the contests were accorded 
scholarships to the Louisiana State University. At the same 
time an announcement was made naming those from Louisiana that 
would participate in the American Loyal Livestock Judging 
contest— v/ith the team named which would judge dairying, 
milk, and poultry and also the team named for judging meat 
and identifying livestock.
There existed a wholesome spirit of cooperation among 
all participants. Each F.F.A. member did his utmost to v/in 
one of the prizes or to gain a position in the national con­
test. The large number of individuals and organizations 
offering prizes aided in the advancement of this F.F.A. organ­
ization and activity. The number of F.F.A. chapters partici­
pating in State Judging Contests increased from 60 in 1932 to
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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119 ir. 1936-1937.̂ "
-he data located by the vrriter relative to vrinners in 
the state jud,yin'; contests are incomplete. In some cases the 
state Vinners were yiven, but generally only the participants 
in the American loyal Judging Contests were listed.
It is the opinion of the va'iter that the American loyal 
Livestock Judging Team members were winners of state contests. 
The names of F.F.A. chapters represented were often omitted.
The following data indicate, by year, certain informa­
tion relevant to state judging contests from 1933 to 1946:
1933-1934. F.F.A. members "who participated in the 
American loyal judging contests in Kansas City were: Arvin 
livers— 1st in hog judging; James Edwards, Jr.— 4th in 
Horse judging; and James Creswell.
1934-1935» Winners in the state judging contests for
1934-1935 are given. The type of animal or product judged, 
the vinner, and the chapter represented were as follows:
Draft Horses— Cecil JJcGuffee, Enterprise; Dairy— Fred Hathorn, 
Poland; Milk— Wesley Latour, Garencro; 3eef— 0. li. Howell, 
Montgomery; Poultry— Donner Latolais, Oreaux Bridge; Svâne—  
Alvin Landers, iiaiigham; Sheep— Ben lushing, leadhirner; Corn—  
Gordon hartin. Lutcher.
47,Gravois, p^. cit., p. 90.
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Participants in the American Royal Livestock Judging 
contests were: Fred Matliorn— 1st place in the American Royal
Essay contest and $th in Beef-Cattle judging; Earl Fontenot, 
and Carlton Levas,
1935-1936: '.Vinners in the state judging contests for
I935-I936 are given. The type of animal or product judged, 
the vanner, ar.d the chapter represented were as follov/s:
Draft Horses— Hubert Tompkins, Florein; Swine— Junior Walsh,
Lutcher, and Cliff Dry, Oak Grove (DeSoto); Dairy-Cattle—  
Arnold Horrell, Chatliam; Beef-Cattle— Lawrence Phillips, 
Oakland; Corn— James Stevenson, Quitman, and Varner Dudley, 
Spearsville; Heat Identification— Harry Dupre, Eunice;
Poultry— Helvin Guillory, Villa Platte; HiIk— Horris Harmons, 
Dry Prong.
Participants in the American Royal Livestock Judging 
contests were: Frank Roshto, Arnold Horrell, Oris Dupont;
and Bill Hartin, alternate.
1936-1937» Participants in the American Royal Livestock 
Judging contests were William Bruner, Garland Wade, and Felton 
Cruse, who judged Dairy. HiIk, and Poultry. Benny Couvillion, 
Roy Riche, and Louis Gagnard judged Livestock and Heat.
1937-1938. Participants in the American Royal Livestock 
Judging contests were: Leroy Laborde, Don Hlrns, and James
Cason, who judged Dairy, HiIk. and Poultry. Bardin Kelson,
J. L. Roberts, and George Tyler judged Livestock and Heat.
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193o-1939. Participants in the American Royal Livestock 
judyiny contests were : Charles O ’Rrien, Harvey I'orrov;, and
i'ilton Simmons, who judyed Dairy, I Ilk and Poultry. Charles 
O ’Rrien placed 7th in Hi Ik ;jud-:in ~ and Hilton Simmons placed 
ninth in Holstein judyinc. Jesse Johnson, H. H. Holley, and 
Archie Colvin judyed Livestock, and Heat.
1939-1940. Participants in the American Royal Livestock 
judyiny contests were ; Leonard Rachal of Hessmer, Sack Hooks 
of Hvans, and Henry Hand of Hall Summit, who judyed Dairy,
I-nil:, and Poultry. Sllis froussard of Horse, Joe Labours, 
of Poland, and Dewey Hlackwell of Hoyalusa judyed Livestock 
and ; .'eat.
1940-I94I. Participants in the American Royal Livestock 
judyiny contests were: Luther halier of Kentwood, L. J. Ander- 
r.an of Romeville, and Leopold Loll, Jr. of Abbeville, who 
judyed Dairy, HiIk, and Poultry. Fred Craiyhead of Huckeye, 
John OHliel of Delhi, and C. ÎI. Stroud of Alliance judyed 
Livestock and Heat.
1941-I942. Participants in the American Royal Livestock 
Judyiny contests were: Hoel Horrison, Alden Creel, and Tommy 
Ovan, all of Hanifest, who judyed Dairy, HiIk and Poultry.
Arvin Haxwell, Doyle Abercrombie, and Dalton Abercrombie, all 
of Jonesboro, judyed Livestock and Heat.
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1944. The Zachary Jud-ir.;; tear. vror. the livestock 
Judyin- contest during the F.F.A. Convention h.cld at Carp 
Grant Vvall:er.
1945-1946. The h-elville F.F.A. Jud ;in;- tear, non the 
state livestock Judcin;; contest, h'.edals were presented to the 
F.F.A. r.er.cer placing hi ghest in each class of livestock, 
poultry, and re at Jud,;ed. Classes of aninals jud jed and th.c 
chapter represented ware as follows: Fairy— '.elville; Teef—
hucydan; Surine— hessr.er; Poultry— Lake Arthur; Fuies— Pride; 
Sheep— Thidodauz; Feat— Lut oh er. "
The Louisiana Association Livestock ,'udyin: contest 
was resumed on a state-wide basis in 1946, after a lapse of 
several years durin;; V/orld har II.
Bata in the table on the follovân;; paye indicate the 
state contest vrinners from 1946 to 1953.
Sears-Aoebuck Livestock Improvement Foundation Proyram. 
For many years the Sears-koebucl: Foundation co-operated vn.th 
the Louisiana Association of F.F.A., and with the Louisiana 
hereford, An;;us, and Shorthorn Breeders’ Association in a 
livestock improvement pro;;ram. The plan was to provide funds 
for use by local F.F.A. members in the improvement of livestock 
on the boys’ farms and in the communities.
î-̂Annual State Reports of Louisiana Association of Future 
Farmers of America, 1933-1953. Baton Rouye7 Loui'si'an'a, passim, 
and The Louisiana Future Farmers, 1933-1946, The Louisiana 
Association of Future Farmers of America, Baton Rou;;e, Louisiana, 
passim.
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Hanmond Rac eland Ponehatoula
1955-56 Hessmer Enon Abbe-
villo
Kinder Saline Saline







Sources; Annual State Report s of Louisiana Association of !■'. I'\ A.. 1933-195^^. Raton Rou ;e,
Louisiana, passim. ro
The Louisiana Future Farmer. 193ü-195&\ The Louisiana Association Future Farmers
of America, Raton Rour-e, Louisiana, pas sir.. 
Proceedings of the Annual Conventions of the 
of Amerfca, l936.~I9y?. 1946-1949. passim.
Louisiana Association Future Fanners
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The livestock breeders ai;reed to provide purebred 
registered anirr.als to F.F.A. members at a reasonable price 
and to provide information as to feeding, care, and manage­
ment of the animals.
The Sears-Roebuck Foundation agreed to underv/rite the 
purchase, from the breeders, for the Louisiana Association 
of F.F.A. of all purebred re^iscered animals. The Louisiana 
Association of F.F.A. ajreed to place the animals vdth boys 
who v;ould properly manaye the animals, and to provide super­
vision of the program.
When the proyrar.: was initiated in the state only beef 
animals were made available. Later, hov/ever, the Foundation 
inaugurated a program by which dairy animals might be re­
placed on the farms of F.F.A. members.
I-'any good animals have been placed throughout Louisiana 
by means of the F.F.A. Foundation, and the improvement of both 
beef and dairy animals in the state has been the result.
Governor's Award. Each year during the time that the 
State Junior Livestock Show is held at Louisiana State Univer­
sity the Governor's av/ard is made each year to the outstanding 
Future Farmer in the state. The purpose of the award is to 
recognize the outstanding work being done in the state by
^^Livestock Improvement Program, Louisiana Association 
Future Farmers of America, Baton Rouge, Louisiana (no date), 
mimeographed.
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F.F.A, rnerfoers and to further stimulate interest in beef pro­
duction and dairy cattle production in Louisiana. Only boys 
who are carrying some type of beef enterprise or dairy enter­
prise in their farir.in,:- pro^raras and who show animals at the 
State Junior Livestock Show are eligible to receive this award. 
Further, the applicant must in order to qualify for the 
lovernor's Award have completed three years of vocational 
ayriculture work.50
State Superintendent of Education Award. Each year 
duriny the State Junior Livestock Show, the State Superin- 
dendent of Education award is presented to one P.P.A. member.
The purpose of this award is to recoynize the most outstanding 
progress made in livestock production by a boy durir.y the first 
two calendar years of his membership in the F.F.A.^^
State and American Farmer Degree. Since 1932-33 there 
has been available to local F.F.A. chapter members in Louisiana 
tiie State Farmer degree. In 1932-1933 ten boys were advanced 
to State Farmers. The largest number of boys being awarded the 
State Farmer degree, which is an annual activity, was in 1951-1952
(̂̂ "Application Form for the Governor’s Award," Louisiana 
State Department of Education, Baton Bouge, Louisiana (no date). 
I imeographed.
^^"Application Form for the State Superintendent of Edu­
cation Award for Outstanding Progress Lade in Livestock Pro­
duction During the First Two Calendar Years of Membership in 
the F.F.A.," Louisiana State Department of Education, Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana (no date). Mimeographed.
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when 147 Louisiana F.F.A. boys were advanced to State Farm­
ers.
The first American Farmer degrees were earned by Loui­
siana F.F.A. boys in 1933-1934 when two holders of the State 
Farmer degree were advanced to American Farmers. In 1954- 
1955 ten Louisiana State Farmers earned the American Farmer 
degree; this was the largest number for any single year.
The data in the following table reveal the number of 
Louisiana F.F.A. boys who received the State and American 
Farmer degrees from 1932 to 1957.
IMPORTANT ACTIVITIES IK THE FURTHER DEVELOPMENT 
OF THE F.F.A. PROGRAM IN LOUISIANA
Louisiana Association of F.F.A. Receives National 
Recognition. The Louisiana Association of Future Farmers of 
America has enjoyed national recognition for its accomplish­
ments at various times during its thirty-year history. A 
large share of this recognition was gained during a nine-year 
period, from 1933 to 1942, when the state association was 
directly under the leadership and supervision of Shelby M. 
Jackson, past State Supervisor of Vocational Agricultural Edu­
cation and State F.F.A. Advisor. (See Plate XI which is a 
picture of State Superintendent of Education Shelby M. Jackson, 
who organized one of the first two F.F.A. chapters in Louisiana. 
Later, the Louisiana Association of F.F.A. gained National rec­
ognition under his leadership as State Supervisor of Vocational 
Agricultural Education.)
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TABLE m i l
NUMBER OF F.F.A. BOYS, BY YEARS, AWARDED THE STATE 
FARMER AND AMERICAN FARMER DEGREES52
Year







FarmerArea 1 Area 11 Area 111 Area IV
1932-1933 8 1 1 0 10
1933-1934 11 5 6 0 22 2
1934-1935 17 3 17 4 41 2
1935-1936 4 2 14 4 24 3
1936-1937 12 11 23 1 47 2
1937-1938 5 9 41 12 67 3
1938-1939 5 8 23 20 56 2
1939-1940 7 No data 27 13 47 7
1940-1941 3 3 12 6 24 2
1941-1942 3 1 9 3 16 7
1942-1943 5 1 11 4 21 2
1943-1944 4 2 11 4 21 1
1944-1945 5 5 20 2 32 0
1945-1946 2 6 14 9 31 1
1946-1947 1 4 30 4 39 3
1947-1948 1 1 8 6 16 4
1948-1949 12 15 14 7 48 0
1949-1950 22 No data 46 29 97 3
1950-1951 9 19 54 29 111 6
1951-1952 27 22 56 42 147 6
1952-1953 12 20 31 32 95 4
1953-1954 15 10 17 40 82 7
1954-1955 16 26 34 33 109 10
1955-1956 24 16 48 29 117 4
1956-1957 6 19 17 41.... 7
Total 236 195 586 350 1.367 88
52office Files of the State F.F.A. Executive Secretary, 
State Department of Education, Vocational Agricultural Educa­
tion Division, Baton Rouge, Louisiana (Mimeographed).
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Plate XI
Shelby M. Jackson 
State Superintendent of Education
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In 1933 and in 1937 Louisiana earned the first-place 
av:ard as the best state organisation in the nation. For the 
years 1934 tiirouyh 1936 and 1940 and 1941, the State Associa­
tion was rated second in the nation. In 193S and 1942, tlie 
Association rated third, and in 1939 it was rated eiyhth.53
The Henry C. Iroseclose trophy and the hational 
Association plaque for 1933 wore presented to the Louisiana 
Association.
Louisiana Association her.bers fleeted to Hational
aired na- 
iie national
Offices. Two of Louisiana’s F.F.A. nenbers have 
tional prominence by beiny elected to offices at 
level— one of whom was elected to the hiyhest office.
In 1933 1. A. Duplarhcis, Hr., of Hourna, was elected 
Hational Vice-President of the Future Farmers of America and 
was the first Louisiana F.F.A. boy to serve as an officer in 
the national oryanication. Duplar.tis served in this capacity 
for one year, from 1935 to 1936.
In 1952 Jimmy Dillon of Tonita was elected Hational 
President of the Future Farmers of America, markiny the second
Annual Descriptive Reports of the Louisiana State Toard 
of vocational Education to the United SFates Office of educa­
tion, 1942-1943. Baton Rouye, Louisiana, p. 12.
54tx -;bid.. 1933-1934, p. 3Ü.
5 520 Years of Progress, The Louisiana Future Farmer,
Fat0n R0 u y e, Louisi ana (no date), p. 8.
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tir.e in t’ne history of the organisation that a Louisiana boy 
became a national officer, Dillon, who was elected to the 
presidency duriny the 25th. annual hational F.F.A. Convention 
in Kansas City, hlssouri, !iad served as State President of 
the Louisiana Association of F.F.A. durir..: 1951-1952. Dillon 
served as hational President for one year duriny which h:e 
ter%porarily discontinu.ed !.is studies at Louisiana State 
University where he was r ajoriny in Vocational Agricultural 
hducation.
State F.F.A. tamp. %.o ori In of the State F.F.A. 
camp dates bach to 1929. Durin : a conference of vocational 
teachers a icoveuisnt was bejun. by the supervisors of vocational 
agricultural education to purchase a State Cax.p and Recreation 
Fround for th:e members of the State Ci^apters of the Future 
Farmers. ̂ '
Shelby h. Jachson, past State Supervisor of Vocational 
Agricultural .Education in Louisiana, in his first annual report 
after bairn; promoted to State Supervisor indicated that trie 
Louisiana Association of F.F.A. had purchased 42.79 acres of 
land for a camp site in frant Farishi. Jackson noted that the
Loui siana Future Farmer. Volume ICVI, Lumber 10 (December, 
1952), The Louisiana Association Future Farmers of America, 
baton houye, Louisiana, p. 4*
 ̂’'Annual Report of the State Supervisor of Vocational 
Agriculture for tlie State of Louisiana. 1929-1930. p. 11.
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location v;aG in Lie central part of tie state, and indicated 
that construction on tne car.p had benuri.'̂ -
In Agricultural Supervisor Jachson’s Annual deport 
for 1932-1933 is found a rather 1er. "thy discussion concern in;;; 
the State F.F.A. Canp. The report by Jachson is as follovrs:
A camp site comprising 42.79 acres v;as purchased 
in October of 1931. Svery cr.apter in the state con­
tributed money for the purchase.
During the year of 1932, ,,'1,005.25 v̂ as raised by 
the local chapters to apply on the car.p land and 
buildings. During 1932 throe cabins :-;ero completed 
by t;:e different chapters, ar_d athletic grounds were 
staled out and completed. Despite financial condi­
tions during the past fiscal year, local chapters 
were able to raise tr.e car.p fund to a total of 
,,'1,706.71. lino chapters completed their quota and 
thirty-three chapters contributed funds during the 
fiscal year.
The building program of the F.F.A. camp began on 
April 17, 1933, vh-th the aid of the unemployed of the 
state. Tire F.F.A. Association furnished the materials 
and the unemployment relief agency furnished the 
labor.59
The first annual F.F.A. encampment v/as h.eld from 
July 27 to August 1, 1931, vriti'i seventy-five boys present.
The second annual encampment was lield from July 25 to 30, 
1932, vdth two hundred and fifty-six boys present. The en­
campments were i.eld on borrowed camp grounds for the first 
two years, but in 1933 the Future Farmers were the proud
5dioid.. 1931-1932, p. 5.
59lbid., 1932-1933, p. 24.
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ov.norc of the cair.p. The er.car.'.pnont for 1933 erctended from 
August 14 to Au;;ust 19 with two hundred and seventy-five boys 
and teachers in attendance. Several state officials and five 
hundred visitors from all parts of the state visited the camp 
and were impressed vrith the camp and the proyrair..
Dedication of the camp was an event of Auyust 17, 1933, 
duriny the encampment.
The F.T.A. car.ip was maintained at Fishville until 193c, 
duriny which year it was sold by the State Association. The 
site had become undesirable because of the prevailing flood 
waters in the Fishville section. After sclliny the camp the 
State Association, in cooperation v/lth the Agricultural Ex- 
tionsion Division of Louisiana State University, held each 
year its encampment at Camp Grant Walker, near Pollock.
State F.F.A. Sweetheart Contest. One of the hiyhliyhts 
of the Annual State F.F.A. Convention is the selection of the 
State F.F.A. sweetheart for the ensuing year.
Local F.F.A. chapters selected their own chapter sweet­
hearts long before the state oryanizaiton adopted the practice. 
One finds in The Pelican ews of October, 1936, a list of chap­
ter objectives for 1936-1937— one objective of which was the
GOlbid.. 1933-1934, pp. 42-44
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election each year, prior to t’ne banquet, of an F.F.A.
Queen.
The practice of local F.F.A. chapters' electing a chap­
ter queen, or sweetheart, has persisted through the years.
Each chapter is privileged to enter its local sweetheart in 
the State Sweetheart Contest to vie for the top honor. Approx- 
irr.ately 120 'iris representing the like nunfoer of local chap­
ters Gorr.pete for this honor each year.
henbers of the house of delegates at the State convent!or 
have the responsibility of electiny the vanner by secret ballot, 
The nine runners-up in tire contest serve as I aids of Honor in 
the Queen's Court. The Queen is revealed and crowned durins 
the annual F.F.A. ball.
An activities proyrarr. is planned in advance for all the 
sweetheart contestants, all of which activities yo to comprise 
an enjoyable and educational affair for each chapter sweet­
heart in attendance.
F.F.A. and the vvar Effort. In Hovernbsr of 1944 the 
Louisiana Association of F.F.A. accepted the responsibility 
of sponsorin'” a VJar Fond drive in Louisiana, hernbers of the 
organization considered it a privilege and a duty to help in
The Pelican Lews, Volume I, Lumber 1 (October, 1936), 
Department of Agricultural Education, Colle.ye of Agriculture, 
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouye, Louisiana, p. 12.
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the war effort. The ~ o a l set for the Louisiana Association 
was J2,000,G00.(^^
The records do not specify whether the yoal was reached, 
but indications are favorable that it was.
Citations awarded to the chapters selling the greatest 
number of war bonds and stamps during the Sixth War Loan Drive 
were given during the State Convention in 1945 by J. W. Bateman 
of the new Orleans Office of the Treasury Department.
The Raceland chapter ranked first in the State vâth a 
sale of 0117,645.25. Paul J. Baudot was chapter advisor.
The area champions, and amount of sales, were as follows:
Haynesville, 030,471.10; Crovnrille, 041,975; Carencro, 062,500; 
Thibodaux, 049,373.^^
To exemplify the local F.F.A. chapter participation in 
the war effort throughout Louisiana, a few chapter reports are 
presented as follows:
Evergreen
Thrift bank was organized with all members participat­
ing; thrift savings were used for purchase of war bonds and 
stamps.
The Louisiana Future Farmer. Vol. 10, Lumber 1 (October,
1933), Louisiana Association of F.F.A., Baton Rouge, Louisiana,
p. 1.
63The Louisiana Future Farmer, Vol. 10, Lumber 3 (October,
1945), Loui si ana Assoc i at i on of F.F.A., Baton Rouge, Louisiana,
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Kilbourne
To assist vrith the labor shortage, r.enbers iiarvestod 
svreet potatoes in the conmunity, and vâth part of the money 
earned purchased a jpO.OO war bond for the chapter.
Hornbeck
Collected 35 tons of scrap iron and 500 pounds of 
rubber; purchased a 350.00 chapter vrar bond. Chapter members 
also purchased war bonds in the amount of -'’425*00.
Centerville
The Centerville c'napter purchased .;3,000.C0 in vrar 
bonds duriny the Fourth 'Jar Fond Drive.
Saline
The chapter members sold 33,500.00 in war bonds during 
the war bond drive.
F.F.A. hat in;:: Cards. In 1934 a comprehensive rating 
card vras employed for the purpose of evaluating local chapters 
of F.F.A. The rating card was also used as a guide for the 
local advisor and the F.F.A. officers in carrying out the 
chapter's program.
Local F.F.A. chapters were classified in accordance 
with the score earned by use of the rating cards.
Following is the chapter rating card which was in use 
soon after the organization of the F.F.A. in Louisiana;
"'The Louisiana Future Farmer, Vol. 10 (October, 1944), 
Lumber 1, Louisiana Association of F.F.A., Baton Rouge, 
Louisiai'ia, p. 6.
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LOUISIAI.A ASSOCIATIOr: FUTURE FARI3RS OF AI3RICA RATIUO GARD^^
Perfect Score; 2,000. Class A, 1,500-2,000; Class 3, 1,000- 
1,500; Class C, Rclovf 1,000.
I:ame of school name of local advi sor
Date visited 3y whom scored Score
Item and standard Perfect Present score ratinr
I Supervised Farm. Practice Pro.-ram
1. Each member vâth a supervised farr. 
practice program (Fore than one en­
terprise plus supplementary farm 
jobs, organized on a continuous 
basis throughout the training
period of the pupil). . . . . . . .  100
2. Enterprise completion. (100,j com­
pletion of all enterprises started) 50
3. Enterprises placards. (100,3 of all 
enterprises located on main roads). 5
A. Record books. (All enterprise re­
cord books on file; complete, up- 
to-date, accurate, and neat). . . .  50
5. Standards for enterprises. (Sraith- 
Hughes standard set up for each 
enterprise).................... 50
6. Enterprise plan. (Complete plan 
vrorked out for each enterprise 
follovrlng state outline).........65
7. Enterprise tour  ..............30
I I . Cooperative Activities 125
1, Cooperate vâth neighboring chapter.
(In at least one of the follo’.âng;
a. Joint initiation ceremony
b. Joint meeting
c. Joint enterprise tour). . . .  50
2. Cooperative project conducted.
(members cooperate in at least 
one of the following:
Jackson, op. cit., pp. 95-9#.





d. Financing project)........ 50
3. Maintain chapter bulletin board.
(I-Iembers cooperate in maintaining 
chapter bulletin board in Chapter 
room or classroom) for items of 
interest to F.F.A. nenioers. . . .  25
III. Conniunity Service 150
1. Chapter to put or. at least one 
yroup demonstration of improved 
practice in their locality, (i.e., 
dust for weevil, cover crop to 
prevent erosion). ,  .......... 25
2. Publish an F.F.A. agricultural 
news sheet or maintain F.F.A. column 
in local newspaper. (Timely farm 
topics, market bulletin, etc.). . 30
3. Set up F.F.A. booth at Fair (com­
munity of parish) . . . . . . . .  25
4* I'aintain farmers' bulletin board in 
some public place (items of interest 
to farmers)..............  30
5. Plan and put on vocational-agricul­
tural program in a rural school.
(School other than one in which 
chapter is organized) .......... 25
6. Sponsor school ground beautifi­
cation program. (Plan, secure 
shrubs and flowers, lay out,
plant and care for)......  5
7. Maintain hot bed to furnish 
plants to community (Plants
needed locally) ................ 10
IV. Leadership Activities 740
1. Plan and hold local public-speaking 
contest. (Local chapter elimination)]0
2. Have representative in district 
public-speaking contest . . . . .  35
3. Have representative in State public- 
speaking contest........... . 40
4. Have representative in Southern 
Regional public-speaking contest. 50
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5. Have representative in Hational 
pablic-speakir-5 contest..............IOC
6. Inter State chapter contest.......... 30
7. inter Hational cliapter contest . . .  35
0. inter in State individual contest. . 30
9. Tear entry in corn judjinc contest . 10
10. Tea!', entry in livestock Judyin.'j 
contest.............................. 10
11. I'er.ber of State tear to Kansas City. 30
12. Provide adequate chapter equipment; 
(kisin- sun, plov;, pictures of 
Washington and Jefferson, H.3. flaj, 
ovrl, ir.anual, parliar.entary procedure 
booklet, yavel, creed, charter, 
banner).............................. 50
13. formulate definite pro :rai.: of work. 
(State objectives specifically). . . 50
14. At least 50.j Oreen Hands advanced to 
deuree of Future Farmer. . . . . . .  10
15. ivery ;r,er.ber of agricultural class
an F.F.A. member.................... 20
16. Have well qualified State Farmer 
candidate ready to submit creden­
tials by June 1...................... 25
17. Two delegates to State F.F.A.
meet in ;.............................. 10
10. Conduct hi ;h school assei:;bly
pro jra:,:............................ 619. Publish cliapter newsletter, one issue 
each month throu O-out year.......... 24
20. Leadership in sciiool activities. . . 10
21. Have candidate for A:.,erican Far]!:er
de'Tee.............................. 50
22. Flan and conduct proyrar; before
civic oryariiaation.................. 25
23. Fac}; member to assist in enrolling 
evenin'; and part-time class
r.;embers............................ 15
24. Have chapter representative in State 
F.F.A. band.......................... 25
V. harnirn: and Savin y 150
1. Chapter to or;;anize and operate 
Thrift hank
100,J members save ,(25.00 
75h members save s50.00 
50;.) menbers save j75.00 
259 members save 3IOO.OO.......... 50
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25
2. Chapter duos paid by January .1.
(200 per ;.;or.ber)...............
3. halse quota for canp site by 
June 1, 1953.
55.00 for agriculture teacher
35.00 for principal
■jl.OO for each boy enrolled in 
agriculture classes
550.00 flat fee for chapter . . .  25
L. false r;oneu for cabin by June 1,
1933. . . ................. .. . . 25
5. fach pupil plan for at least jlCO
labor incone per y e a r .............  25
91. Conduct of I'eetin ;s
1. Chapter to hold at least one ueetint
per L#ntn for e ire year.
(12 n;Ge S ) . 2C
2. Defin.ite proyra for each me et in j.
(deco•rd made in secretary's book) . 5C
3. Sach officer to 1-now his part in
all ceremonies. 15
4» Fach member to I:now his part in
all cerer.onies. 15
5. Fach member to be familiar vrith the
Const itution of he Louisiana
Association of F. # # # # • # • 25
6. Fach member to be familiar v/ith
parli amentary procedure ........... 25
VII. Scholarship 50
Scholarship above averaye in all
subjects.............................  50
VIII. decreation 70
1. F.F.A. Fun Feed or father-and-son 
banquet.......................... . 15
2. educational tour or siyht-seeiny
trip, 1 duriny y e a r .............. 15
3. Chapter representative of State 
F.F.A. Carnp (enrolled for entire
c a m p ) .............................  15
4. Chapter representation in athletic 
tournaments (District or State) . . 10
5. Chapter to conduct at least one 
outdoor meeting, (in addition to
fun feed or banquet)..............  15
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Records and Report s 215
1. Report to State Advisor: Rarr.es 
and addresses of chapter officers, 
names and .grade of membership of 
ALL members, mailed to State Advisor
by October 1 ........................ 5G
2. Chapter delegates certified to 
State Advisor. Two delegates to 
State meeting certified to State 
Advisor by local chapter at least
two weeks before State meetings , . 15
3. Annual program of work. (Copy 
mailed to State Advisor not later
than October 1 ) ...................  15
4. Annual Report of Accomplishments.
(Copy mailed to State Advisor not 
later than July 1 . ) ...............  50
5. Replies to communications promptly
and accurately answered ........... 50
6. bach chapter to maintain scrap
book................................  15
7. Secretary's book up-to-date at all 
t i m e s ..............................  10
8. Treasurer's book up-to-date at all 
t i m e s ..............................  10
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suiJïAir.
The following statements are offered as a snrrary of 
the information presented in Chapter V.
1. Ten years :.ad elapsed after vocational agriculture 
was inaugurated in the high schools of Louisiana before the 
F.F.A. was established in departments of agriculture.
2. Prior to the establishment of F.F.A. in departments 
of agriculture, vocational agriculture students had organized 
themselves into such organisations as "Corn Clubs" and "Junior 
Farmers." Thus, there was need for an organization such as 
the F.F.A.
3. dven before the F.F.A. came to Louisiana organi­
zational work among vocational agriculture students had been 
initiated in a number of states, including especially 
Virginia, Tennessee, Arkansas, north Carolina, South Carolina, 
Oklahoma, Lew York, Lew Jersey, Ohio, Utah, and Wyoming.
4. The pioneer efforts of the Future Farmers of 
Virginia attracted more attention nationally than did the 
efforts in any other state because of the organization’s 
excellent ideals, purposes, ceremonies, and constitution—  
as formulated by Henry C. Groseclose.
5. By I927-I92C the necessity of a hational organiza­
tion was very pronounced, and the possibility of such an 
organization was promising. A temporary constitution was
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drafted during the sunner of 192o after the pattern of the 
F.F.V. in Virjfnia by the staff of the Ayricultnral Educa­
tion Service of tlie Federal Foard for Vocational Education.
6. The first two F.F.A, chapters organized in 
Louisiana were those at Fenton and at Eunice.
7. The Future Pelican Earners was the forerunner to 
trie F.F.A. in Louisiana.
o. The Louisiana Association of F.F.A. was chartered 
or. Eover.ber lu, 1930.
9. Since 1929 there has been a continuous "rowth in 
the nun;ber of F.F.A. departments ai'.d in the enrollment of 
these departments.
10. The Louisiana State University associate chapter 
was the first colleyiate chapter organised in the United 
States.
11. The Louisiana Association of F.F.A. provides leader­
ship activities amonr; its members by conduct in,] and sponsoring 
a ]reat number of such activities.
12. The many contests available for participation by 
F.F.A. members provide an incentive for participation amony 
the local and state memborship.
13. The Foundation awards have provided for experiences 
that are helpful in developing; farming proficiency and leader­
ship among F.F.A. members.
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14. The Louisiana Association of F.F.A. has received 
hational recognition for its accomplishments and has received 
the first-place award and other hi ;]; honors— one of which has 
been the best state organization in the nation.
15. The Louisiana Association of F.F.A. has provided 
two national officers— one vice-president and one president.
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CHAPTER VI
ADULT EDUCATION, TEACHER TRAINING, AND ADMINISTRATION 
AND SUPERVISION IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF VOCATIONAL 
AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION IN LOUISIANA
Chapter VI is developed aroimd the following major head­
ings: (1) Adult Education Programs in Vocational Agricultural
in Louisiana, (2) Teacher Training in Vocational Agricultural 
Education at Louisiana State University and at Southwestern 
Louisiana Institute, (3) Administration and Supervision of the 
Vocational Agricultural Education Program in Louisiana and (4) 
Summary.
ADULT EDUCATION IN VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION
IN LOUISIANA
The adult program has performed an important role in 
the development of vocational agricultural education in 
Louisiana. Although this phase of the program was slow in 
getting started, it has come to be recognized as an integral 
part of the total agricultural program.
Many teachers of vocational agriculture have found the 
adult program, which includes adult-farmer classes and part- 
time (young farmer) classes, to be very helpful in establish­
ing the vocational agricultural program in the communities in 
which the departments are located. Adult participation in
300
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the program brings the community and the school closer to­
gether. Thus a better school and community relationship 
results.
Realizing the value of the adult program, provisions 
have been made for teachers to incorporate this phase of edu­
cation in the total program. Financial remuneration for 
teaching adult classes has caused teachers to give greater 
attention to the adult program.
Adult Farmer Classes Under the State Plan for 1932- 
1937. The state plan for 1932-1937 included evening-schools 
as a regular phase of the instructional program in vocational 
agricultural education.
Organization and description of the evening-class pro­
gram as outlined in 1932 follows:
Evening-school classes shall be made up of persons 
over eighteen years of age who have entered or who are 
about to enter upon the work of the farm. Farm owners, 
managers, tenants, and hired labor, and all others 
either engaged in, or about to enter the farming pro­
fession, shall be eligible for evening-class instruc­
tion. The regular teacher of agriculture in the 
community in which evening classes are organized or in 
adjacent communities where there is a department of 
vocational agriculture will be in charge of the instruc­
tion. Specialists from the Division of Extension, or 
from any other agricultural organizations, may be called 
upon to teach such jobs as need the instruction of a 
specialist.!
The plan did not elaborate as to the number and length 
of classes, nor did it specify that such classes must be held
!pian for Vocational Education in Agriculture. 1932- 
1937. Louisiana State Department of Education, Ëaton Rouge, 
Louisiana, p. 9*
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in order for a department of vocational agriculture to be 
placed on the approved department list by the State Depart­
ment of Education.
Adult Farmer Classes Under Current State Plan. The 
state plan currently in use states that adult instruction 
should be on a long-time continuing basis in which the burden 
of maintaining the program is placed on the class members.
Contents of the present state plan relate that adult 
instruction should result in the general improvement of farm 
practices and that the existing farm practices and the prob­
lems relating to these practices should be the basis of 
instruction.
Additional criteria relevant to the effective function­
ing of the adult program as required by the state plan cur­
rently in use are as follows;
(1) The classes shall be for adult farmers who 
are already established in the farming occupation.
(2) The course is continuous from year to year.
(3) The class sessions shall be for 90 minutes 
or more.
(4) Instruction shall be continuous throughout 
the year. Efforts will be made to provide such in­
struction just prior to the time the practice would 
normally be performed on the farm.
(5) {6} As a result of the instruction, members of 
the class shall be assisted in planning improved 
practices in some job or several jobs of a farm enter­
prise, or the improvement of farm enterprises as a
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whole, or the improvement of the farm or part of the 
farm, or the reorganization of the farm business.
The teacher is expected to "follow-up" adult farmer 
instruction and assist members in planning and conduct­
ing improved practices, check results, and make reports 
to the State Supervisor. This will require contacts 
with farmers at home and special visits to observe 
progress and results of work.2
The current state plan provides that teachers of voca­
tional agriculture who operate programs under "Plan D" will 
maintain a program of systematic group instruction for out- 
of-school young farmers and for adult farmers. The program 
is planned on a twelve month basis wherein not less than 72 
clock hours of instruction must be provided between the young- 
farmer and the adult-farmer classes.^
Establishment of Adult-Classes in the Vocational Agri­
cultural Education Program in Louisiana. In State Vocational 
Agriculture Supervisor P. L. Guilbeau*s annual report for 1922- 
1923, he states that no progress had been made in either part- 
time or evening class work. Much emphasis was being placed on 
the all-day program, and particularly on the supervised farming 
programs, at that stage of the program.^
Zibid.. 1947-1952, p. 7.
^Ibid.. p. 2.
4-Annu^ Descriptive Report of the State Board for 
Vocational Education to "̂ e  Pecferal^Board For Vocation^ Edu- 
cation. 1922-19^3. Louisiana ktate Department oTTSSucitTon, 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, p. 2.
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The supervisor reported in 1923-1924 that very little 
had been done in the way of providing instruction for part- 
time and evening class students. The supervisor was not at 
all optimistic about the possibilities of the adult program, 
stating that this type of work would never make an appreciable 
amount of progress in Louisiana because of the consolidation 
of schools. Boys were attending the large central schools 
where agriculture was taught and the possibility of enrolling 
them in the part-time classes was remote.
The evening class program had reportedly proven un­
popular. However, one class was taught at the Roanoke School 
(Jefferson Davis Parish) which proved to be very successful. 
Guilbeau was hopeful that other agricultural departments would 
establish evening classes as had been done in the Roanoke 
School,5
By I924-I925 evening classes had, in fact, gained in 
popularity and the number of schools holding evening classes 
had increased to nine. The supervisor reported, with a degree 
of optimism, that evening classes had proven popular in each 
community where the work had been introduced,^
A year later more than half of the agricultural teachers 
in Louisiana were holding evening classes. In one parish, the
Îbid,. 1923-1924, p. 2, 
%bid,. 1924-1925, p. 1.
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adult program was so successful and so many persons were 
attending the meetings, that the classes had to be divided 
into sections. Farmers in many of the communities were re­
questing that agricultural evening classes be provided in 
their respective communities.?
During the 1926-1927 school session adult classes con­
tinued to maintain their popularity and nineteen new classes 
were organized for the year, with an enrollment of 236g
students.
In 1927 State Superintendent of Public Education, T. H. 
Harris, reported that evening class work was progressing very 
satisfactorily. The superintendent noted that the evening- 
schools offered ten lessons of one hour each, and that the 
classes were open to adults only.
Harris further stated that for those who completed the 
ten-lesson course the State Department of Education provided 
a certificate to indicate completion of the course. Four 
hundred certificates of this type had been presented to adult 
farmers— most of Wiich were awarded at some type of public 
function* In this way the attention of the conmunity had been 
centered upon the work of the teacher of vocational agriculture.^
?Ibid.. 1925-1926, pp. 1-2.
Gibid.. 1926-1927, p. 1.
^Annual Report of the State Superintendent of Public 
Education f o r  the Session' 1926^1927. State bapartment of^üu- 
cation, Baton Rouge, Louisieuia, p. 73.
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The evening classes assumed an unusual role in 1933 
when teachers of these classes established home gardening 
programs for the benefit of the unemployed. Plans for this 
program were submitted to the unemployment relief committee 
and the committee provided garden seeds to the needy for 
planting home gardens.
Vocational agriculture teachers held special evening 
classes in all sections of the communities and gave instruc­
tion in such practices as seed bed preparation, varieties of 
plants, fertilization of plants, cultivation, insect and 
disease control and the desirable planting dates of the home 
garden.
The evening classes under these conditions proved to 
be an invaluable service to the unemployed and needy people 
of Louisiana; attendance in the meetings rose to 7,555. Follow- 
up supervisory visits were conducted at the home just as with 
the regular evening-class group.
During the following year 17,364 farmers were provided
instruction by the teachers of vocational agriculture in
Louisiana. Every teacher stressed the live-at-home program in
11his teaching plans for the year.
^^Annu^ Descriptive Report of the Louisiana State Board 
of Vocational Education to the Federal Board for Vocational 
Education. 1932-1933. Baton~Souge, touisiana, p. 3
^^Ibid.. 1933-1934, no page no.
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The evening-class program again came to the aid of 
the country and its people during World War II when special 
emphasis was placed on the production of food. Greater em­
phasis, however, was placed on the Rural War Production Train­
ing Program, which was an expansion of the evening-school 
program.12
Only a limited amount of information was given relevant 
to evening classes in the following years except that the 
enrollment was about the same from year to year or that the 
enrollment was off in these classes and greater emphasis 
would be placed in this area of instruction.
State Supervisor Parent reported in 1953, however, that 
a great increase in the adult-farmer class enrollment had oc­
curred and that 6,679 farmers had received instruction as 
compared to the 5 ,3 77 enrolled in adult-farmer classes in 
1951-1952.13
In 1954-1955 there were 5,366 adult farmers enrolled in 
evening classes.14 Approximately 65 percent of the teachers 
of vocational agriculture conducted evening-class programs in 
1957-1956.13 (See Plate XII, which is a picture of an adult- 
farmer class taught by John H. Mitchell in the Winnfield High 
School in 1956.)
l^Ibid.. 1942-1943, p. 9.
13lbid.. 1952-1953, p. 2. 
14ibid.. 1954-1955, p. 22, 
l^ibid.. 1957-1956, p. 2.
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Plate XI :
Adult-Farmer Class in the 
Winnfield Hi%h School, 1956.
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Part-Time Classes» Vocational Agricultural Supervisor 
Shelby M. Jackson reported in 1933 that one of the most im­
portant developments of the year was the organization of the 
part-time class program in the state. These classes were first 
organized in January of 1933. To this time only two attempts 
had been made to organize part-time farmers, reported the 
supervisor. Jackson referred to a class which he taught as 
a teacher of vocational agriculture at Benton and one taught 
by A, Larriviere, who formerly taught at Sunset.
The part-time groups were composed of farm boys between 
the ages of fourteen and twenty-five, who were out of school 
and who were living on the farm. Most of the part-time en- 
rollees had not previously had training for farming. The 
instruction provided to students in the category just described 
was meant to establish them satisfactorily in the farming oc­
cupation.
During the last six months of fiscal year 1933 forty 
vocational agriculture departments— over fifty percent of the 
departments in the state— inaugurated part-time classes. All 
departments enrolled a total of 506 boys in the program.
The part-time program continued to develop and in 1937 
ninety-two teachers reported having 105 part-time classes.^7
l^ibid.. 1932-1933, pp. 1, 5. 
l?Ibid., 1936-1937, p. 3.
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The state supervisor reported in 1941 that many young 
farmers had been drafted into the military service, others 
had joined the C.C.C. and the N.Y.A., while still others were 
following defense construction jobs. All of these, in addition 
to the National Defense Training Program for out-of-school 
youth, had practically eliminated the regular part-time class 
program,
The part-time farming program was described in 1944 as 
a live-at-home or victory garden program. People who lived 
near a town and were employed in industrial work found the 
part-time agricultural program especially desirable.
Very little additional data concerning the part-time 
program are available. During World War II the part-time 
classes were almost eliminated and had not made the progress 
after the war that had been desired and anticipated by the 
state supervisor. W. J. Parent reported in 1955, however, 
that 2,171 young farmers had received instruction in agricul­
ture during the past year.^®
Fifty-two percent of the teachers of vocational agri­
culture reportedly conducted young farmer (part-time) classes 
in 1957-50.̂ ^
l^lbid.. 1940-1941, p. 2. 
19lbid.. 1943-1944, p. 8. 
ZOlbid.. 1954-1955, p. 22. 
Z^Ibid.. 1957-1958, p. 2.
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Young Farmer Association» An organization of "Louisiana 
Young Farmers" ivas created in Louisiana in 1947. The organi­
zation was described as a non-profit, non-political organization 
which would motivate and provide systematic information and 
instruction for young farmers.
Designed to "bridge-the-gap" between the Future Farmers 
of America organization and older farm organizations, the new 
organization listed "cooperation with the F.F.A." as one of 
its major objectives.
Young farmers attending the Young Farmers * short course 
at Southwestern in Lafayette, met in general assembly on August 
20th and elected Quentin Young of Acadia Parish to head the 
newly organized association.
Morris Adams of Lincoln Parish proposed the new organ­
ization during the short course at which SCO farm veterans 
from every section of the state were in attendance.
In presenting a proposed constitution, Adams stated 
that the organization would provide information in regard to the 
purchase, renting, and leasing of farm lands. Further, the organ­
ization would arrange for tours to observe progressive farm 
projects in other areas, arrange for cooperative purchases of 
food, seed, fertilizer, and paint. The organization would 
also have agricultural legislative matters discussed and con­
sidered by farm groups, and press for corrective legislation.
Officers elected at the first meeting were to serve tem­
porarily until charters could be issued to the local chapters
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throughout the state and delegates to a constitutional and 
elective assembly could be appointed by the individual 
chapters.
D. C. Lavergne, then state supervisor of agricultural 
education, was named the state advisor; it was agreed that 
veterans* on-farm training instructors would serve as parish 
advisors.
Other officers elected were: Verdie Mayes, Caldwell
Parish, 1st vice-president; Robert Talbot, Assumption Parish, 
2nd vice-president; Earl Luke, St. Plary Parish, secretary; 
and Clarence Seffens, Franklin Parish, treasurer.
The writer has not found any allied data pertaining 
to the Young Farmer Association here under discussion. Thus, 
it is assumed by the writer that the organization was in 
existence only temporarily.
Veterans* Farm Training. The Louisiana State Depart­
ment of Education was designated as the agency to provide 
institutional-on-farm training for veterans pursuing courses 
under the provisions of Public Law 550, 82nd Congress.
In order to meet the needs of the returning serviceman, 
a program for training veterans in agriculture was established.
22The Louisiana Future Farnier, Volume XII, Number 1 
(October, 1947), Baton Rouge, Louisiana, p. 3*
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The veteran who enrolled in the program was required to 
either own his own farm or rent a family-size farm.
The individual training programs were developed from 
the farm and home plan prepared by the veteran with the as­
sistance of the instructor. The program was planned for 36 
months, for those who were entitled to the maximum benefits, 
during which the veteran was required to receive a minimum 
of 200 hours of organized group instruction per year and, in 
addition, receive individual visitation by the instructor on 
his home farm for not less than 100 hours per year. The 
veteran was required to devote a minimum of 36 hours per week 
to the operation of his farm.
During 1945-1946 there were 1,012 veterans enrolled in 
this program in Louisiana.
This was another of the adult farm programs through 
which many farmers actually became established in farming.
TEACHER TRAINING IN VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION 
AT LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY AND AT 
SOUTHWESTERN LOUISIANA INSTITUTE
Early Teacher Training in General Education. Schools 
can be no better than the teachers who teach in them. Thus, 
progress in education must come through the improvement of the
Z^Ibid.. 1945-1946, p. 11.
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quality of teachers— by the increase in their vision, in 
their general background, in their methods and practices in 
teaching, and in their understanding of how students grow and 
learn.
Louisiana has taken significant steps to improve the 
quality of its teachers. Among the provisions early in the 
period when teacher improvement first began to receive at­
tention were the teacher institutes. The institutes were 
held monthly— for the purpose of keeping teachers abreast of 
the developments in their profession.
The institutes were, however, destined to be replaced 
in Louisiana by a more permanent arrangement, as reported by 
Guy C. Mitchell in the following statement:
After several years of successful operation the 
teacher's institutes were discontinued. State colleges 
were sufficiently equipped and financed to assume the 
entire responsibility for the training of prospective 
teachers. In the summer time they offered training 
for teachers in service as well as for prospective teachers. 24
The process of education itself was formulated in the 
teacher’s colleges and became a subject for the training of 
teachers in colleges and universities. This involved not only 
the study of teaching methods but also the matter of organizing 
and administering schools and systems of schools.
^Guy Clifford Mitchell, "Growth of State Control of 
Public Education in Louisiana," (Unpublished Doctor’s Disser­
tation, University of Michigan, An Arbor, Michigan, 1942),
pp. 280-281.
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There has been an increase in the amount of training 
required by teachers in the state. At the same time the pro­
fessional quality of the courses offered has been improved.
Observation and practice teaching of prospective 
teachers has ranked high among the activities of those pre­
paring for the profession. This phase of training places the 
future teacher under expert supervision of experienced teachers 
who direct the teaching of the beginner.
Teachers in service are provided opportunities to in­
crease the scope of their training through participation in 
extension and resident courses offered by the teacher-training 
institutions and through participation in local and state 
teacher's workshops, conferences, and meetings.
Early Teacher Training in Agriculture. The aspiration 
of the farming population for training leading to the intel­
ligent and scientific pursuit of agriculture led to the estab­
lishment of the land-grant colleges. In the early days, 
however, the problem of not having an adequate teaching force 
limited the effectiveness of the entire agricultural education 
program. Very often the teaching of the agricultural courses 
depended in a large measure upon the practical experience of 
the teacher. 25
^^Noble, 0£. cit.. p. 389.
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The establishment of teacher-training institutions 
in the land-grant colleges was the common practice— the pri­
mary purpose of these institutions being to train prospective 
teachers of vocational agriculture. Training of present 
teachers in order that they may develop greater proficiency 
in teaching has been another of the several functions of the 
teacher training institutions.
There are two teacher training departments in Louisiana 
for whites in which teachers of vocational agriculture are 
trained. One, established in 191&, is in the land-grant col­
lege, Louisiana State University, and the other, established 
in 1945, is found at Southwestern Louisiana Institute.
Provisions for Teacher Training. Section 4 of the 
Smith-Hughes Act of 1917 provides for training of teachers of 
vocational agriculture. Section 3 of the George-Barden Act 
of 1946 provides for the continuation of this phase of train­
ing in vocational agricultural education.
Section 3 of the first state plan in 1917 makes the 
following provisions relative to training of teachers;
(1) Teacher training shall be under the super­
vision of the State Board.
(2 ) Classes for the training of teachers of agri­
culture, and also for the training of the teachers in
^^Smith-Hughes Act, 0£. cit.. pp. 929-936. 
^"^George-Barden Act, op. cit., pp. 775-77#.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
317
service through the same university, will be conducted 
in the Louisiana State University and Agricultural and 
Mechanical College.28
The state plan for vocational agriculture in 1932 spec­
ified that the training of teachers of vocational agriculture 
would be under the supervision of the state supervisor of 
agriculture and subject to the control of the State Board of 
Education, The department of agricultural education in the 
College of Agriculture of Louisiana State University was again 
designated as the teacher-training institution for the white 
teachers of vocational agriculture.
The same plan designated the state supervisors as itin­
erant teacher training was to be conducted from the teacher- 
training institution, under the supervision of the state 
supervisors of vocational agriculture. The state supervisors 
would plan with the teacher trainers in which schools the 
teacher training would be conducted on an alternating plan.29 
Under the 1947-1952 state plan, currently in use, 
Louisiana State University, and Southwestern Louisiana Insti­
tute, were designated to provide for the professional and 
technical training necessary to prepare white teachers of 
vocational agriculture. The training must be in accordance 
with the requirements as set forth in the plan.
28j4inutes. State Board of Education, April 29. 1918, 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
29plan for Vocational Education in Agriculture. 1932- 
1937. Louisiana State Department of Education, Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, p. 12.
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The program of training teachers of vocational agri- 
cultiire in Louisiana rests with the teacher training institu­
tions in cooperation with the State Board of Education. The 
State Board of Education is responsible for setting the certi­
fication requirements which must be met. The State Supervisor 
of Agricultural Education is responsible for coordinating both 
the pre-service and the in-service training of teachers of 
vocational agriculture.^^
Professional courses for which reimbursement is made 
are of the College of Agriculture of Louisiana State University. 
They are as follows
Vocational Education 70 - Introduction to Agri­
cultural Education.
3 Credits.
Vocational Education 115 - Young Farmer and Adult
Classes in Vocational 
Agriculture. 2 Credits.
Vocational Education 117 - Methods of Teaching
Vocational Agriculture.
3 Credits.
Vocational Education 120 - Louisiana Agricultural
Education. 2 Credits.
Vocational Education 106 - The All-Day Class
Program. 4 Credits.
Vocational Education 114 - Observation and Ap­
prentice Teaching.
4 Credits.
The Loui si ana State Plyi for Vocational Education 
for 1947-1 ^ 2 .' ïi'ouisiana State Department of Education^ featon 
Rouge, Louisiana, p. 9»
31lbid.. p. 11.
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The total curriculum requirements for teachers of 
vocational education was discussed in Chapter IV.
Teacher Training in Vocational Agricultural Education 
at Louisiana State University. The major function of the 
teacher training department is to train students to teach. 
Professional training eliminates the trial and error method 
from teaching and aids the new teacher in making expedient ad­
justments.
Chapman*s occupational study contains some interesting 
facts regarding early teacher training at Louisiana State 
University, as follows:
A professional course in Vocational Education 
appeared for the first time in the University 
Catalogue of Announcements for 1916, listed as 
"Education 12 - Principles of Vocational Education." 
This course was taught by Professor Bean.
The University Announcements for 191S carried for 
the first time the description of an "Agricultural 
Education Course" stating that this course (now re­
ferred to as curriculum) has been framed for the bene­
fit of those who wish to prepare themselves to teach 
agricultural and related subjects in the agricultural 
schools. Graduates of this course are, under the regu­
lations of the State Board of Education, eligible for 
teaching positions in the agricultural high schools.
A four-year curriculum was given as a part of the 
work of the College of Agriculture. In the fall (first) 
term of 1918 a course in "Methods of High School 
Agricultural Education" was offered by Professor Mathie.
In December, 1918, J. G. Lee, Jr. was employed as 
director of agricultural education and the Department 
of Agricultural Education was organized as a depart­
ment of the College of Agriculture.
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The first quarter of the 1918-1919 session was spent 
in the field by Lee visiting and assisting teachers 
on the job; a phase of work now referred to as itine­
rant teacher training. Lee returned to the campus in 
Inarch of 1919 where he offered three courses during the 
spring term— one course in High School Agricultural 
Education, one course in Special Methods, and a course 
in Observation and Practice Teaching. Ten students were 
enrolled in the department. Under Lee's spirited guid­
ance the department expanded rapidly and steps were 
taken toward the development of a complete program of 
teacher training in vocational agriculture. 2̂
Courses Offered in the Early Period of Teacher Training 
at Louisiana State University. There were seyen courses offered 
by the teacher training department at Louisiana State University 
in 1922 for those who were preparing to teach agriculture in 
the vocational agricultural high schools of Louisiana. Course 
numbers and a brief description of each course are as follows: 
Course No. Description of Course
I In this course a brief history of the develop­
ment of agricultural education in the United 
States is given. Special emphasis is placed 
on the events leading up to the establishment 
of agricultural and mechanical colleges. All 
national legislation pertaining to agricul­
ture is taken up and discussed in detail. The 
National Vocational Education Act, commonly 
known as the "Smith-Hughes Law," is given dur­
ing the winter term.
II This course deals primarily with the selection, 
organization, and development of the home pro­
ject work and is given special attention.
 ̂John C. Chapman, "Occupational Status of Men Who 
Qualified at Louisiana State University Since 1919 to Teach 
Vocational Agriculture," (unpublished Master's thesis, Louisiana 
State University, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 1949), p. 11.
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This course parallels other special methods 
courses and is designed to familiarize the 
student with all phases of the project work. 
This course is given during the spring time.
III This course deals primarily with community
life and development. Such things as com­
munity fairs, marketing associations, and 
social organizations are taken up and dis­
cussed. The course is given during the 
spring term.
IV This is a special methods course in teaching
animal industry. Adapting course of study 
to the community, job analysis of the enter­
prise in the form of concrete and definite 
assignments, project work in animal industry, 
material for teaching, and books and bulle­
tins for reference work are taken up in the 
course also, special methods in teaching 
farm mechanics are discussed.
V This course is the same as the above except
that crops are substituted for animal in­
dustry.
VI This is a course in observation and practice
teaching. The student observes classes, 
picks out the good teaching from the poor 
and discusses these things with the critic 
teacher at the end of the period. The stu­
dent also makes lesson assignments, and plans 
lessons and does about ten hours of actual 
teaching.
VII This is also a course in observation and
practice teaching. The length of each course 
is three months, or one term.33
Observation of teaching was conducted at the demonstra­
tion high school at Louisiana State University and at a voca­
tional agricultural high school located at Hope Villa during
^^Annual Descriptive Report of the State Board for 
Vocational Education to the Federal Board for Vocational 
Education. 1^22-1923.“"Touisiana State Department of Education. 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, pp. 9-10.
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1922-1923. Agricultural students observed classes being taught 
in science, mathematics, and English in the demonstration school 
but found it necessary to go to Hope Villa to observe and prac­
tice teach classes in agriculture.
A five passenger Dodge touring car was used to transport 
the practice teachers to Hope Villa. The car was the property 
of the college.
The resident teacher-trainer served as itinerant teacher- 
trainer from September 1st to January 1st each year and taught 
at the University from January 1st to August 1st.
The teacher-trainer attempted to visit all the new 
teachers soon after the opening of school and spent one to 
four days with each teacher.
Teachers in service were given training by visits, 
monthly bulletins, and letters.
In I927-I928 teacher trainees began spending one week 
each term (fall, winter, and spring) at an outlying vocational 
agricultural school where they participated in all the activi­
ties of the regular teacher of vocational agriculture. In 
addition, each trainee observed the teachers of the University 
High School, as well as the teachers of vocational agriculture 
in four outlying agricultural schools.
34ibid.. p. 10.
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At the same time courses for the improvement of teachers 
in service were offered during the summer for a period of six 
weeks.
The state supervisor reported in the 1930-1931 annual 
report that teacher trainees were then being required to spend 
two weeks in the field each semester at an approved agriculture 
department. Courses for teachers in service were offered at 
the University for three weeks. A special graduate course 
for agricultural teachers was offered for the first time during
1930-1931/3̂
Extension center classes were organized for the first 
time during 1932-1933; under this plan teachers of vocational 
agriculture were able to work toward an advanced degree and 
remain in their communities. The classes met for three-hours 
once each month. In addition to the regular class work, each 
teacher developed a problem of special interest and one that 
could be conducted within the community.^?
There were reportedly four extension classes taught 
out in the state for teachers of vocational agriculture in 
1933-1934. All members of the classes were graduate students. 
The locations of and enrollment in these graduate classes was
35lbid.. 1927-1928, p. 27. 
^^Ibid.. 1930-1931, p. 12. 
37lbid.. 1932-1933, p. 32.
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as follows: Lafayette, 1Ô; Alexandria, 17; Choudrant, 18; and
Shreveport, 7.^^
The practice of offering extension courses for teachers 
in the field has continued to the present time with the result 
that a high percent of the teachers of vocational agriculture 
in Louisiana have Master’s Degrees. An upgrading of the program 
in general has been the end product.
Practice teachers now spend six weeks at an approved 
practice teaching center. This has been the practice since 
the thirties.
Activities of Practice Teachers in 1937-1938. To give 
an insight as to what the apprenticeship training program con­
sisted of at Louisiana State University in 1937-193&, Table XIX 
is presented. Data in the Table show the activities participated 
in by apprentice teachers during their six weeks training 
period out in the state.
Activity Number I in the Table indicates that between 
the 41 apprentice teachers who observed all-day classes being 
taught in agriculture, an aggregate of 1,054 such observances 
were made. This gives an average of 25.7 observations made 
by apprentice teacher. All 41 apprentice teachers visited in
3*Ibid.. 1933-1934, p. 51.
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of Each Activity 
Experienced by 
Each TraineeParticipating Experienced
1. Observing all-day classes
in Agriculture. 41 1,054 25 .72. Observing academic classes. 41 376 9.1
3. Preparation on all-day class
264study guides. 41 6 .4
4. Supervising all-day class
practice programs. 34 439 10.7
5. Teaching all-day classes in
Agriculture. 41 1,201 29.36. Visiting farm homes. 41 1,164 28 .4
7. Surveying farms. 38 89 2.28. Observing part-time classes. 26 72 1.7
9. Acting as F.F.A. Adviser. 33 75 1.8
10. Recruiting part-time students. 24 84 2.0
11. Preparing part-time study
guides. 25 59 1.4
12. Teaching part-time classes. 28 50 1.2
13. Observing evening-school 2.8classes. 39 115
14. Preparing teaching plans
for evening schools. 33 97 2.4
15. Teaching evening-school
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Addressing school or civic
36 98 2.4
groups. 24 52 1.3
20. Attending farmer * s meetings. 30 103 2.5
21. Rendering community services. 30 557 13.6
'^Average for the group of 41 trainees.
39fhe Agricultural Education Magazine, Vol. XI, No. 1 (July, 1938), pp. 4-5.
VjJNo\
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farm homes to the extent of 1,164 visits, or an average of 
2Ô.4 visits per apprentice teacher.
From the report one observes that the practice teachers 
received less experience in preparing teacher’s monthly reports 
than was true in any other activity.
Louisiana State University Practice Teaching Centers.
The Louisiana State University Teacher Training Department 
maintains only six practice teaching centers throughout the 
state. The locations of these centers and the critic teachers 
at the centers are as shown.
Location of Center Critic Teacher
Ringgold Emil McCarty
Simmesport J. J. Bracken
Saline Van H. Burns
Raceland Dave DeFelice
Ville Platte Lionel Ardoin
Ponchatoula James Hutchinson
The practice teaching centers and the critic teachers 
are chosen on the basis of representing the ideal teaching 
situation to the beginning teachers.
Number of Graduates of the Louisiana State University 
Teacher Training Department. The Department of Agricultural 
Education at Louisiana State Uniyersity has graduated a large 
number of teachers of yocational agriculture. A high percent 
of the teachers of yocational agriculture in Louisiana are 
graduates of this department. A sizable number of the other 
agricultural workers in the state are graduates of the L.S.U.
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department. Many trained teachers go into the allied fields 
of agriculture and into other branches of education because 
they cannot be placed in the field for which they were trained.
The numbers and types of professional degrees awarded 
by the L.S.U. Teacher Training Department in vocational agri­
cultural education are as follows:
1919 through summer session 1958 - IO42 B.S. Degrees
1927 through summer session 1958 - 221 M.S. Degrees
1950 through summer session 1958 - 17 Ph.D. Degrees
This gives a total of 1,280 degrees conferred upon
graduates of the department, A high percentage of those who 
received graduate degrees, however, had also received the
B.S. degree from the same department.^^
Teacher Trainers at Louisiana State University.
Professor Bean taught the first professional course in Vo­
cational Education offered at Louisiana State University in 
1916.
In the fall (first) term of 1918 a course in "Methods 
of High School Agriculture Education" was taught by Professor 
Mathie.
J. G. Lee, Jr. became Director of Agricultural Education 
at Louisiana State University in December of I918. (See Plate 
XIII which is a picture of J. G. Lee, Jr., who became the
40Data provided by the Teacher Training Department in 
the College of Agriculture of Louisiana State University.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
329
first Director of Agricultural Education in the College of 
Agriculture, and later became Dean of the College of Agriculture 
at Louisiana State University.
Additions to the teacher training faculty and changes 
in the faculty personnel have been as follows:
Roy L. Davenport joined the faculty in 1924 as 
Professor of Agricultural Education.
On July 1, 1931, J. G. Lee, Jr. was promoted to 
the position of Dean of the College of Agriculture, 
and R. L. Davenport was made Head of the Department 
of Agricultural Education.
J. C. Floyd joined the faculty as Professor of 
Agricultural Education in 1931.
Roy L. Davenport was made Director of the School 
of Vocational Education when that division of the 
College of Agriculture was established in 1936.
C. L. Mondart joined the faculty as Professor of 
Agricultural Education in 1936.
C. L. Mondart became Director of the School of 
Vocational Agriculture, now the Dean Lee Agricultural 
Center, at Chambers and left the campus in 1946.
On September 1, 1946 M. C. Gaar joined the faculty 
as Professor of Agricultural Education and currently 
holds the same position.
On September 1, 1946 H. J. Braud was added to the 
faculty as Subject Matter Specialist and currently 
holds the same position.
J. G. Lee, Jr. remained in the position of Dean 
of the College of Agriculture until his death on April 2S, 
1956. He had planned to retire on July 1, 1956.
J. Norman Efferson was appointed "Acting Dean" of 
Agriculture from April 30, 1956 until May 31, 1956. 
Efferson became Dean of Agriculture on June 1, 1956.
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Plate XIII
J. G. Lee, Jr., the first Director of Agricultural 
Education at Louisiana State University.
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Roy L. Davenport became Director of Resident 
Instruction in the College of Agriculture on June 1, 1956 and maintained this position until his death on 
January 20, 1959.
J. C. Floyd became Director of the School of 
Vocational Education on August 1, 1956 and is at 
present serving as Director. Floyd has also retained 
the position as Head of the Department of Vocational 
Agricultural Education,
Morris N. Abrams joined the faculty on September 1, 
1956 as Professor of Agricultural Education and cur­
rently holds this position. 1̂
Teacher Training at Southwestern Louisiana Institute. 
Southwestern Institute, at Lafayette, is one of the two white 
teacher training departments in Louisiana where teachers of 
vocational agriculture are trained. The department was first 
in operation in 1945.
Establishment of Teacher Training at Southwestern 
Louisiana Institute. The establishment of teacher training 
for teachers of vocational agriculture at Southwestern was 
initiated in 1942. During a meeting of the State Board of 
Education in April of 1942 Frank A. Godchaux, President of 
the State Board, brought to the attention of the group the 
shortage of properly trained agricultural teachers in the
^^Chapman, op. cit.. pp. II-I4.
Annual Descriptive Reports of the Louisiana State Board 
of Vocational Education to the United"3tates Office of ËdïïcâtTon. 
^22-1958. Louisiana State Department of Education, lit on 
Rouge, Louisiana, passim.
Office files of the Dean of the College of Agriculture. 
Loui si ana St ate University, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
332
state. Godchaux then recommended that Southwestern Louisiana 
Institute be approved by the State Board of Education for 
offering teacher-training courses in vocational agriculture.
Shelby M. Jackson, then State Supervisor of Vocational 
Agriculture, explained to the board members that revisions of 
the State Plan for vocational agriculture had been prepared. 
The revised plan provided for the authorization of certain 
institutions to offer teacher training courses in agriculture.
At this meeting the board authorized Southwestern to 
offer vocational teacher-training courses, provided that the 
institution was approved by the proper Federal authorities.
The motion, offered by Bronier Thibaut and seconded by Morgan 
W. Walker, was adopted by a unanimous vote.^^
During a meeting of the State Board of Education in 
January of 1945, the board voted unanimously to approve an 
amendment to the state plan for vocational education author­
izing Southwestern Louisiana Institute to offer vocational 
teacher-training courses. This amendment was to be regarded 
as supplementary to Section 3-G of the revision of the regular 
State Plan for Vocational Education adopted April 27, 1942, 
by the State Board.
^ Official Proceedings of the State Board of Education. 
April 27, 1942. State Department of Education, Bulletin No. 4S2 
(April, 1942), Baton Rouge, Louisiana, pp. 8-9.
Official Proceedings!of the State Board of Education. 
January 29, 1945, State Department of Education, Bulletin No.
576 (January, 1945), Baton Rouge, Louisiana p. 20.
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Thus, a teacher training department was established 
at Southwestern Louisiana Institute and the department was 
placed in operation in November of 1945»
Curriculum in Vocational Agricultural Education at 
Southwestern Louisiana Institute. The curriculum is developed 
to provide the needed training for prospective teachers of 
vocational agriculture. Technical and professional courses 
are provided to comply with the state plan, to meet the cer­
tification requirements of the state, and to fulfuil the 
college requirements.
Professional courses offered in the teacher training 
department of the College of Agriculture of Southwestern 
Louisiana Institute for which reimbursement is made are:^4
Vocational Agriculture Education 304 - Young Farmer and
Adult Classes in 
Vocational Agri­
culture. 3 Credits




Vocational Agriculture Education 405 - The Supervised
Farm Practice 
Program. 3 Credits
Vocational Agriculture Education 414 - Observation and
Apprentice Teach­
ing. 6 Credits
Louisiana State Plyi for Vocational Education 
for 1947-T952. Louisiana State department of Education. Baton 
Rouge, Loui si ana, p. 11.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
334
Vocational Agriculture Education 403 - The All-Day Class
Teaching Program.
4 Credits
Vocational Agriculture Education 416 - Vocational Agri­
culture Education 
(Seminar), 1 Credit
Practice Teaching in Vocational Agricultural Education 
at Southwestern Louisiana Institute.45 The prospective teacher 
of vocational agriculture at Southwestern is required to spend 
seventeen weeks in an approved apprentice teaching center.
Vfliile at the apprentice teaching center, the student is en­
couraged to live in the community assigned to him and to 
actively participate in all phases of the work of an agri­
culture teacher.
Criteria applied at Southwestern in Selecting a Practice 
Teaching Department.
A. The teacher. The local teacher of vocational
agriculture serves as the critic teacher in the
practice teaching center. It is important that
best teachers be selected for this duty inasmuch 
as his activities and practices on the job set 
an example for the beginning teacher.
Criteria employed by the teacher training depart­
ment at Southwestern in selecting critic teachers 
demand the following qualities in the critic 
teacher:
(1) Has a Master of Science Degree in vocational 
agricultural education or is in the process
45üata pertaining to the Teacher Training Department 
for Teachers of Vocational Agriculture at Southwestern Louisiana 
Institute was provided in a letter from Vernon Galliano of 
that Department on April 20, 1959»
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of securing such a degree.
(2) Has a complete program in all-day, young-
farmer, and adult-farmer classes.
(3) A good F.F.A. program.
(4) Proper course of study. Procedure in keeping
good records, filing system.
(5) Teacher with a minimum of three years of
teaching experience.
(6) A teacher with the following traits or ability;
(a) Has an advisory council.
(b) A good public relations program.
(c) Good character and respected by the people
of his community.
(d| Knows how to teach.
(e) Has shown success as a teacher of agri­
culture,
(f) Very cooperative with teacher-training
institution.
(g) Plaintains good relationship with the
principal, superintendent and other 
teachers.
(h) Certain long-range objectives including
a teacher*s long-time program of work.
(i) Has a good summer program.
(j) Participates in research studies of the
community and professional group studies, 
(k) Participates in all professional conferences, 
F.F.A. contests, and other professional 
duties.
B. The local agricultural department. Criteria employed 
5y Southwestern in the selection of the local de­
partments to be used as practice teaching centers 
are as follows:
(1) There must exist a complete program in vocational
agricultural education in the department, 
including the all-day, young-farmer, and 
adult-farmer classes.
(2) Cooperation of local school authorities with
the teacher training institution.
(3) Proper facilities in the departments, classroom,
and shop.
(4) The practice teaching center is located in an
area of the state representing the different 
enterprises in farming.
(5) There is an active F.F.A. Chapter.
(6) There is a 12 months program in operation.
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(7) Adequate teaching facilities, including books,
visual aid equipment, and reference materials,
(8) Consultation of the teacher trainers with
the area and state supervisors.
(9) A good school-community relationship.
Practice Teaching Centers and Critic Teachers Cooper­
ating with Southwestern Teacher Training Department. There 
are seven practice teaching centers in operation by the 
Southwestern teacher-training department and seven critic 
teachers. They are as follows:
Practice Teaching Center Critic Teacher
Judice Thomas Derveloy
Erath Raymond Bernard
Sulphur J. D. Vallot
Henry Gray Huval
Breaux Bridge Ashton Roberthon
Cecilia Benoit Guidry
Carencro Sidney Arceneaux
Itinerant Teacher Training at Southwestern Louisiana 
Institute. Itinerant teacher training is provided primarily 
in the follow-up of the first year teachers. Both of the 
teacher trainers provide this service. The itinerant teacher 
trainers work with both individuals and groups, and when 
called upon provide service to graduates of other teacher 
training institutions as well.
Short courses are provided annually by the Southwestern 
teacher training institution for teachers. These short 
courses are held both on the campus and off the campus and 
are non-credit courses. The short courses are generally made
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possible through the assistance of the technical staff in 
agriculture with close co-ordination with the area and state 
supervisors.
Number of Graduates of the Southwestern Louisiana
Institute Teacher Training Department. The first graduating
class of the teacher training department at Southwestern
was that of the 1946-1947 session. The first graduates,
19 in number, are as follows:
LeRoy Arceneaux Louis Girouard
Nelson Arceneaux Thomas Grisson
N. R. Avant Baher Guilbeau
William Buck George Henry
Culver Gain Horace E. Jones
J. C. Dien Woodrow Lyles
Madison Fontenot Maxime Rabalais
Vernon Galliano Ashton Roberthon
Raymond Gauthier Adam Sonnier
Albert W. Gerson
Number of Teachers of Vocational Agriculture Trained 













The total number of teachers trained at Southwestern 
Louisiana Institute is 252. This figure includes only those
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who completed the vocational agricultural education curric­
ulum for the B.S, degree at Southwestern. Many other teachers 
reportedly have qualified as teachers of vocational agricul­
ture at Southwestern but are not included in this study since 
they had obtained degrees in other colleges and universities 
before entering the teacher training department at Southwestern, 
Teacher Trainers at Southwestern Louisiana Institute.
A. Larriviere was the first Professor of Agricultural Education 
at Southwestern and at the same time was head of the depart­
ment. Larriviere resigned his position as Assistant State 
Supervisor of Agricultural Education in Louisiana in November 
of 1945 and during the same month accepted the position at 
Southwestern. Larriviere remained in the position of Professor 
of Agricultural Education and Head of the Department of Agri­
cultural Education until his resignation of January 1, 1952.
Allen A. LeBlanc joined the faculty as Professor of 
Agricultural Education in September of 1946, and became Head 
of the Department in 1952 when Larriviere resigned. LeBlanc 
still holds this position.
Vernon Galliano joined the faculty in September of 
1954 as Professor of Agricultural Education and now serves 
in this capacity.
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ADMLKISTRATIOK AND SUPERVISION OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURAL
EDUCATION IN LOUSIANA
A large portion of the administrative and supervisory 
activities as pertains to the development of the vocational 
agricultural education program has been covered in the data 
in previous chapters. However, this section of the manu­
script is reserved for the purpose of presenting data not 
yet provided for this problem.
Administration of Vocational Agricultural Education in 
Louisiana. The vocational agricultural education program in 
Louisiana has been developed in accordance with the provisions 
of the Smith-Hughes Act of 1917. Supplementary acts have 
been enacted and have been complied with. The latest such 
act is the George-Barden Act of 1946. These acts have been 
enacted for the purpose of promoting and developing vocational 
education through a plan of cooperation between the federal 
government and the states.
All states are required, under the terms of the Federal 
Vocational Education Acts, to submit a plan (known as the 
State Plan for Vocational Education in Agriculture) for the 
vocational program for which the state plans to use federal 
funds. When this plan is approved by the United States Com­
missioner of Education, there exists a contract between the 
state and the federal government. The plan for a state is 
developed by the state and is reviewed by the United States
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Office of Education only as it applies to the use of federal 
funds in that state. The State Plan for Vocational Education 
is prepared for a five-year period. The plan presently in 
operation in Louisiana is for the period July 1, 1947 to 
June 30, 1952. A new plan is in the process of being developed 
now.
The state plan must contain specific information as re­
quired by the statutes. In reality the plan is an outline of 
what the state plans to do— a program developed by the state 
to meet the needs of those for whom the program is intended.
The administration of vocational agricultural education 
in Louisiana was placed under the direction of the State Board 
of Education by the Louisiana Legislature at the time the 
legislature accepted the provisions of the Smith-Hughes Act. 
This board consists of eleven members— eight of whom are 
elected (one from each of the eight Congressional Districts) 
and three of whom are elected (one from each of the three 
Public Service Districts).
The State Board of Education established a division in 
the State Department of Education to be known as the Vocational 
Agriculture Education Division. This department administers 
the program at the state level.
On the local level, the agricultural departments are 
operated as regular departments in the high schools. The agri­
cultural departments are each headed by an agriculture teacher.
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whose immediate superior is the school principal. The teacher 
must meet the qualifications as specified by the State Board 
of Education and by the Parish School Board of the parish in 
which the school is located.
Federal Funds for Vocational Education. The Legislature 
of Louisiana by Acts of 1916^^ and 1918^7 made provisions for 
accepting federal funds made available by the Vocational Edu­
cation Act of Congress, known as the Smith-Hughes Act. The 
State Board of Education, with representatives of the State 
Federation of Labor named by the Governor of the state, was 
designated as the Louisiana Vocational Education Board. Tliis 
board was given full power to represent the state in any and 
all matters concerned with the expenditure, distribution, and 
disbursement of monies, received from the federal government. 
Furthermore, this board was authorized to appropriate and use 
these funds in whatever way they would best serve the interests 
of the state. It further was authorized to put into effect, 
in conformity with its provisions, the spirit and intent of 
the Congressional Act.^&
^ Acts of Louisiana. 1916, Act No. 100
4^Acts of Louisiana. 1916, Act No. 179
^^Acts of Louisiana, 1918, Act No. 52.
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First State Plan. It is the opinion of the writer 
that the following is the first plan adopted by the Louisiana 
State Board of Education and approved by the Federal Board 
for Vocational Education for the administration of funds re­
ceived from the Federal Act known as the Smith-Hughes Act.
The original plan, under which the vocational agricultural 
education program was established in Louisiana, follows:
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
November 2, 1917





The State Board of Louisiana submits herewith its 
plan for the administration of the Smith-Hughes Act.
As a part of this plan it also includes Memo B, 
Memo C, and Memo D in accordance with the request of 
the Director of the Federal Board and agrees to fur­
nish such additional information as it may require 
concerning the points covered in Memo A on or before 
December 1, 1917.
In making out this form the State Board is follow­
ing Memo A in accordance with the suggestion of your 
Director.
I. Acceptance of the Act:
(a) The General Assembly of the State of 
Louisiana accepted the provisions of the Smith- 
Hughes Act at the session of 1916. A copy of 
this act has been filed with your board.
(b) The State Treasurer will act as custodian 
of all federal funds coming to the state under the 
terms of the act.
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(c) All the appropriations provided in the 
act were accepted by this law.
II. Plan for Administration and Supervision:
(a) The general administration is in the hands 
of a State Board of Education, which consists of six
(6) members, the State Superintendent of Public Edu­
cation being Ex-Officio Secretary of the Board, and 
five other members appointed by the Governor. The 
State Superintendent is in charge of the work, there 
being no State Director of Vocational Education.
(b) Agricultural Education: The State Board
of Education expects to place as supervisor of agri­
cultural education one of its employees who has been 
serving in that capacity for several years.
III. Agricultural Education. (Part One: Agricultural
Education for the Whites.)
A. General Conditions:
1. Agricultural schools and departments 
will be under public supervision or control.
2. Their controlling purpose will be to 
fit for useful employment.
3. The instruction will be of less than 
college grade.
4. Schools will be organized for persons 
of over fourteen (14) years of age.
5. Every dollar of federal funds will be 
matched by a dollar of state or local money, or 
both.
6. The federal funds will be expended for
only
(a) Salaries of teachers, supervisors, 
or directors of agriculture.
(b) Maintenance of teacher-training 
for teachers, supervisors, or directors of 
agriculture. Maintenance not to include 
items prohibited under Section 17 of the 
act.
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B. As stated above, the State Board of Edu­
cation will employ a supervisor of agricultural 
education, a portion of whose salary is to be paid 
from the federal funds. His duty will be to in­
spect and supervise all the work conducted in the 
state, which is organized under the terms of this 
act or which expects to qualify under the terms of 
this act.
C. Plant and Equipment: There id. 11 be a
demonstration farm of sufficient acreage and the 
necessary livestock, implements, and laboratory 
equipment required for the agriculture work.
D. Plinimum for Plaintenance: The head of the 
agricultural department in a school receiving aid 
from the Smith-Hughes funds shall be a graduate of 
an Agricultural and Mechanical College, and he will 
be employed by the year, and at a minimum salary of 
fifteen hundred dollars ($1500.00).
E. Courses of Study: In agricultural schools 
one-half of the time will be given to such subjects 
as agronomy, and animal husbandry and supervised 
practice in agriculture; in addition, time will be 
given to instruction in related educational subjects, 
and approximately thirty percent of the minimum 
time will be given to subjects other than vocational 
subjects.
F. Methods of Instruction: Methods of instruc­
tion will be such as will carry out the intention
of the act.
G. Qualifications of Teachers: See statement
under ”D” given above.
H. Qualifications of Supervisors or Directors: 
The same as for teachers with the addition of at 
least five years of experience as teachers of agri­
culture.
I. Plans for at least six months^ supervised 
practical work. In addition to the work which will 
be required on the school farm, each pupil will be 
required to conduct a home project which will be 
under the supervision of the teacher, which will be 
for at least six months of the year.
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J. Plans for Training Teachers:
1. Shall be under the supervision of the 
State Board.
2. Classes for the training of teachers 
of agriculture, and also for the training of 
the teachers in service through the same univer­
sity, will be conducted in the Louisiana State 
University and Agricultural and Mechanical 
College.
3. Entrance requirements will be graduation 
from a four-year high school or its equivalent.
4. The course of study will include a broad 
training in fundamental courses, as well as a 
certain degree of specialization in some other 
field of agriculture. It will also contain pro­
visions for practice teaching. At least one- 
tenth of the time involved in the work in the 
vocational course will be devoted to profes­
sional preparation.
5. Graduation Requirements: Graduation 
will depend upon the successful completion of 
the course, satisfactory practice teaching, and 
farm experience. This farm experience must have 
been attained since the age of ten years and 
must be of at least two years in duration.
6. Graduated from the above training school 
will be entitled to certification for vocational 
work without examination. Louisiana will also 
recognize similar certificates issued by other 
states for teachers* classes similarly organ­ized. 49
After acceptance of the Smith-Hughes Act in 1916 (Louisiana 
Act 179 of May, 1916), and again in 191# (Louisiana Act No. 52 
of 1918), by the Louisiana Legislature, there appeared to be
^^Minutes. State Board of Education. April 29. 1918, 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, pp. 63-6S1
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no question that the vocational agricultural education pro­
gram in Louisiana had been legally established. However, it 
was determined later that in the original acceptance act pro­
vision was made vdiereby the Federation of Labor would provide 
representatives on the State Board for Vocational Education.
To change this provision the Louisiana Legislature 
again accepted the provisions of the Federal Act (Smith-Hughes 
Act) of February 23, 1917, by passing Act 162 (Louisiana Act 
162 of 1946), and abolished the provision wherein the Federa­
tion of Labor would be represented on the State Board for 
Vocational Education.5^
The K Fund. A bill was introduced by Representative 
Kay of Beauregard Parish in the May 1944 Session of the 
Louisiana Legislature, advocating the appropriation of 
$500,000.00 each year for the development of vocational agri­
culture education. The bill was amended so that only seventy- 
five percent of the $500,000.00 could be used by vocational 
agriculture education and the other twenty-five percent would 
be distributed among other phases of the vocational education 
program in the state.
The appropriation was not made available, however, until 
July 1, 1945. The Governor vetoed the first appropriation.
^^Acts of Louisiana. 1946. Act. No. 162.
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The $500,000.00 was made available beginning July 1, 1945, 
and ending June 30, 1946.
The bill is known as Louisiana Act No. 307 of the 1944 
Louisiana Legislature.51
The 1946 Legislature appropriated $400,000 per annum 
for two years to be used for the same purpose as the previous 
appropriation. The local school boards, however, were author­
ized to determine the areas of vocational education for which 
these funds would be used.^^
Of the above appropriation ($400,000) $174,671.00 was 
reportedly used for agricultural education.53
Federal funds for vocational education were matched 
dollar for dollar with state funds for the first time during 
1940-49. In addition, a special appropriation of one million 
dollars for the fiscal year 194Ô-49 was provided by the State 
Legislature, to be used for the further development of voca­
tional education in Louisiana. Over half of the amount of 
the appropriation was used for the further development of the 
vocational agriculture education program in which food pres­
ervation centers, agriculture classrooms, and farm shops were 
provided.54
51Annual Descriptive Report. 1943-1944. op. cit., p. 9. 
^^Ibid.. 1945-1946, pp. 4-5.
55Ibid.. 1946-1947, p. 3.
% b i d .. 1946-1949, p. 24-B.
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The State legislature again matched state funds with 
federal funds for vocational education during 1949-1950. In 
addition, a special appropriation of §1,000,000.00 for 1949- 
1950 was provided by the state for the further development of 
vocational education in Louisiana, and about one-half of this 
amount was used in the agricultural education p r o g r a m .55
In addition to matching federal funds in 1950-1951 the 
State Legislature appropriated §500,000.00 for the expansion 
of vocational education in Louisiana. An appropriation for 
§500,000.00 was made for the year 1951-1952.56
Data in the Annual Report for 1951-1952 indicated that 
an appropriation of §1,000,000.00, which was to be used for 
the further expansion of vocational education in the state, 
was provided by the Louisiana Legislature for the next bien­
nium. 57
The State Legislature again matched federal funds for 
vocational education in 1954-1955. A special appropriation of 
§500,000.00 was provided by the State Legislature for the ex­
pansion of the vocational education program in Louisiana. An
55lbid.. 1949-1950, p. 26-B. 
S^Ibid., 1950-1951, p. 22-B.
5?Ibid.. 1951-1952, p. 21.
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appropriation from the state in the same amount was provided 
for the year from 1955-1956 through 1957-195#.^^
Supervision of Vocational Agricultural Education in 
Louisiana. Shortly after passage in 1917 of the Smith-Hughes 
Act, P. L. Guilbeau was appointed the head state supervisor 
of vocational agricultural education. In 1922-1923 Guilbeau 
reported that the state supervisory staff consisted of a state 
supervisor of agriculture (Guilbeau) who devoted his entire 
time to the duties of his office. The supervisor noted that 
he was furnished with a very efficient young lady helper.
This arrangement permitted the supervisor to spend most of his 
time in the field. Supervisor Guilbeau believed very strongly 
in the effectiveness of direct personal contact with the men 
on the job.
Work of the state supervisory staff in 1922 was com­
prised of three major divisions, namely: promotional, inspec-
tional, and instructional.^^
J. W. Bateman was placed in charge of the Negro vocational 
agriculture program in 1923, in which position he served until
1926.60
5*lbid.. 1954-1955, 1957-1958, pp. 17-B, 26-B, 47.
^^Annual Descriptive Report, 1922-1923. op. cit., pp. 1-2. 
60stimson and Lathrop, o£. cit., pp. I6I-I64.
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In 1927-1928 Guilbeau reported that J. W. Bateman had 
been added to the staff of the state supervisor as assistant 
state supervisor.The following year Guilbeau reported 
that the addition of Bateman to the force had proved to be 
a very wise move and described Bateman as being very able, 
energetic, and helpful to the supervisor.
In I93I-I932 Guilbeau reported that J. W. Bateman had 
resigned his position as Assistant Supervisor of Vocational 
Agricultural Education to accept a position as Director of 
the Agricultural Extension Service at Louisiana State Univer­
sity. (Stimson and Lathrop report that J. W. Bateman was made 
agricultural extension agent at Louisiana State University 
in 1931.
Data in the report further stated that Shelby M.
Jackson, who formerly taught vocational agriculture at the 
Benton High School, had been selected to replace Bateman.
In 1932-1933 the state supervisory staff consisted of 
Shelby M. Jackson, State Supervisor, and A. Larriviere, Assist­
ant State Supervisor. P. L. Guilbeau had resigned the position 
of State Supervisor and Shelby M. Jackson was promoted to
^^Annual Descriptive Report. 1927-1928. op. cit.. p. 5.
GZlbid.. 1928-1929, p. 6.
^^Stimson and Lathrop, o£. cit., pp. I6I-I64.
^^Annual Descriptive Report. 1931-1932. op. cit.. p. 4«
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State Supervisor. A. Larriviere, who formerly taught voca­
tional agriculture at the Sunset High School, was selected to 
fill the position which had been held by Jackson.
Additions were made to the supervisory staff and the 
names of E. E. Puls and A. E. Robinson appeared for the first 
time in the 193&-1939 annual report of the State Supervisor, 
and were classed, along with A. Larriviere, as assistant, or 
area, or district supervisor.
In I94O-I95I State Supervisor Shelby M. Jackson re­
ported that A. E. Robinson had resigned his position as 
Assistant State Supervisor but that A. Larriviere and E. E.
Puls were still on the staff as assistant supervisors.
E. E. Puls, assistant supervisor, was on leave of absence 
attending Cornell University during 1941-1942. T. E. Kirklin 
and A. Larriviere were the assistant supervisors, while Jackson 
continued in the position as State Supervisor of Vocational 
Agricultural Education.
In 1942-1943 the state was divided into six areas with 
one supervisor assigned to each area. Jackson remained as 
State Supervisor and also State Director of Rural War Production
65lbid.. 1932-1933, p. 16
6&Ibid.. 1938-1939, p. 3.
6?Ibid.. 1940-1941, p. 10
%bid.. 1941-1942, p. 11
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Training. The area supervisors were in charge of both the 
regular vocational agriculture education program and the Rural 
War Production Training courses offered in the area super­
visors’ respective areas. This arrangement reportedly made 
for a more efficient organization of supervision of both pro­
grams.
Area supervisors and areas assigned were as follows:
A. E. Robinson, Area I; A. Larriviere, Area II; W. J. Parent, 
Area III; T. E. Kirklin, Area IV; M. M. Parry, Area V; and 
Harold Montgomery, Area VI.^9
Some changes were again reported by vocational agricul­
ture supervisor Jackson in the supervisory staff for 1943- 
1944. A. Larriviere was granted a leave of absence on î̂ arch 1, 
1944, to take a position with the Foreign Economics Adminis­
tration in the South Pacific. D. C. Lavergne was appointed 
Acting Assistant State Supervisor of Vocational Agriculture, 
the position previously held by Larriviere, and took charge 
of Larriviere’s area.
C. P. McVea, who had previously been a member of the 
supervisory staff before entering the military service, was 
released from the military service and regained his position 
as district supervisor. A. E. Robinson was placed in the
^^Ibid.. 1942-1943, pp. 15-16.
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position of Assistant Director of Food Production War Train­
ing, and Executive Secretary of the Louisiana Association 
of F.F.A.
T. E. Kirklin, W. J. Parent, M. M. Parry, and Harold 
Montgomery maintained their positions as district supervisors.*̂ ®
There was considerable change in the state supervisory 
staff during 1944-1945. Shelby M. Jackson, State Supervisor 
of Vocational Agriculture and State Director of the Food 
Production War Training program, left the staff on February 17,
1944. D. C. Lavergne was placed in Jackson’s position and was 
Acting State Supervisor of Agricultural Education as of Feb­
ruary IS, 1944. A. Larriviere returned from service with the 
Foreign Economic Administration on December 1, 1944, and re­
sumed his former position as Assistant State Supervisor of 
Agricultural Education, A. E. Robinson was Assistant State 
Supervisor of Agricultural Education and Executive Secretary, 
Louisiana Association of F.F.A.
M. M. Parry and Harold Montgomery, District Supervisors 
of Agricultural Education and Food Production War Training left 
the service of the department on June 30, 1945, when the Food 
Production War Training program was discontinued. T. E. Kirklin 
and W. J. Parent, District Supervisors of Agricultural Education, 
resigned to go into private business. Parent’s resignation
'̂ ®Ibid.. 1943-1944, p. 20.
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became effective on December 31, 1944, while Kirklin did 
not leave until June 30, 1945. C. P, McVea continued as 
District Supervisor.
Changes continued to be made in the state supervisory 
staff and the year 1945-1946 was not an exception to the rule.
D. C. Lavergne, who had been Acting State Supervisor of Agri­
cultural Education was officially appointed State Supervisor 
on October 1, 1945. A. E. Robinson resigned on August 15,
1945 to accept a position as principal and teacher of voca­
tional agriculture at Pelican. J. J. Arceneaux, former agri­
culture teacher at Sunset, replaced Robinson on November 1,
1945. A. Larriviere resigned on November 15, 1945, to become 
Head of the Department and Professor of Agricultural Education 
at Southwestern Louisiana Institute at Lafayette.
The state was divided into three areas, with C. P.
McVea in charge of Area I; J. J. Arceneaux was in charge of 
Area II; and D. C. Lavergne supervised Area
The state remained divided into three areas in 1946- 
1947. C. P. McVea and I. N. Carpenter were in charge of Area I; 
J. J. Arceneaux supervised Area II; and D. 0. Lavergne, the 
State Supervisor, and J. J. Stovall supervised Area III.^^
71lbid.. 1944-1945, p. 10. 
'̂ Îbid.. 1945-1946, pp. 12-13. 
Ibid.. 1946-1947, p. 13.
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D, C. Lavergne continued in 1947-194# as State Super­
viser and J. J. Arceneaux served as Executive Secretary of 
the F.F.A, I. K. Carpenter and J. J. Stovall remained on the 
supervisory staff.
D. 0. Lavergne resigned as State Supervisor of Voca­
tional Agricultural Education during 194#-1949* In 194#-1949 
the organization of the supervisory staff was as follows:
W. J. Parent was State Supervisor of Vocational Agriculture 
and Co-Ordinator of the Institutional On-Farm Training Pro­
gram, Curtis Jacobs was Farm Mechanics Specialists, and 
A. D. Walker was the Executive Secretary of the Louisiana 
Association of F.F.A., replacing J. J. Arceneaux.
The state was divided into four areas with a district 
supervisor in charge of each area. Gordon J. Canterbury was 
in charge of Area II; I. K. Carpenter was supervisor of 
Area III; while C. P. McVea had charge of Area IV. Jacobs, 
Walker, and McVea were all delegated to have a part in the 
supervision of Area I.?^
In 1949-1950 the supervisory staff and assignments of 
the staff members remained the same as for the previous year 
of 194#-1949.75
74ibid.. 1948-1949, p. 24, 
75lbid.. 1949-1950, p. 24.
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During 1950-1951 W. J. Parent continued to serve as 
State Supervisor of Vocational Agricultural Education, Parent 
remained in this position until 1955-1956, C, T, Houston be­
came State Director of Vocational Agricultural Education during 
1956-1957 and has served as the State Director until the 
present,
Roy Angelle joined the supervisory staff in 1952-1953 
and has served in the capacity of area supervisor to this date,
I. N, Carpenter left the staff at the end of 1951-1952, but 
returned to his position as area supervisor for three years, 
from 1954 to 1957.
Gordon J, Canterbury discontinued his duties as area 
supervisor at the end of 1954-1955, while C, P, McVea remains 
on the staff as area supervisor,
T, S, Colvin was added to the staff as area supervisor 
in I953-I954 and continues in this position, Curtis Jacobs, 
Farm Mechanics Specialist, left the staff at the end of 1950- 
1951. Charlie Curtis was placed in the position of Farm 
Mechanics Specialist in I95I-I952 and has remained in this 
capacity,
A, D, Walker, who had maintained the position of Ex­
ecutive Secretary of the Louisiana Association of F,F.A. since 
1948-1949, left the staff during 1956-1957."̂ ^
^ Louisiana School Directories. Sessions 1950-1951 to 
I958-I959. State Department of Education. Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 
passim.
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The following summary statements are developed from 
the data presented in the chapter.
1. The vocational agricultural education program had 
been in operation in Louisiana for five years before adult- 
farmer classes were introduced into the program.
2. Adult-farmer classes were unpopular at the outset 
of the adult program for farmers. The first vocational agri­
cultural education supervisor, P. L. Guilbeau, held a dim 
view for the success of the adult program.
3. The successful introduction of an adult-farmer class 
in the Roanoke School (Jefferson Davis Parish) in 1923-1924 
served as a forerunner to the establishment of adult classes 
for farmers throughout Louisiana.
4. By I926-I927 adult classes had become quite popular 
and nineteen new classes were organized for the year, with an 
enrollment of 236 students. The evening-schools consisted of 
ten lessons of one hour each and were open to adults only.
5. During 1933 teachers of vocational agriculture 
established home gardening programs for the benefit of the 
unemployed in Louisiana. This was accomplished via the 
evening-class program.
6. The evening class program in vocations], agricultural 
education performed an important role during World War II by 
placing special emphasis upon the production of essential foods.
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Emphasis was also placed on the Rural War Production Train­
ing program, and expansion of the evening-class program.
7» Part-time (young-farmer) classes were first organ­
ized in 1933— under the supervision of State Supervisor 
Shelby M. Jackson— when forty vocational agriculture depart­
ments inaugurated part-time classes. Enrollment in these 
classes totaled 506 boys.
8. The regular part-time class program was practically 
eliminated in 1941 as the young men in the communities were 
drafted into the military service, joined the C.C.C. and the 
N.Y.A., and left the communities to seek employment in defense 
construction work. In 1944 the part-time program was described 
as a live-at-home or victory garden program.
9. Approximately 85 percent of the teachers of voca­
tional agriculture conducted evening-class programs in 1957- 
1958. Fifty-two percent of the teachers of vocational agriculture 
conducted part-time classes in 1957-1958.
10. The Veterans^ Farm Training Program provided a means 
by which many young farmers became successfully established
in farming.
11. Training of teachers in Louisiana is a time-honored 
practice which, in the final analysis, provides better educa­
tional opportunities for the children of the state.
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12. There are two teacher-training departments for 
white teachers of vocational agriculture in Louisiana, namely, 
Louisiana State University, and Southwestern Louisiana Insti­
tute.
13 « Curricula offerings in the teacher-training insti­
tutions for teachers of vocational agriculture in Louisiana 
appear to be adequate to meet the needs of the beginning 
teacher. In-service teacher training likewise provides a 
needed service to the teachers of vocational agriculture.
14. Practice teachers of vocational agriculture from 
Louisiana State University spend six weeks in a practice teach­
ing center in the state under the supervision of the local 
teacher of vocational agriculture and the teacher-training 
department at the University. The same practice is applied
at Southwestern but for the fact that their practice teachers 
spend seventeen weeks at the practice teaching center.
15. The Louisiana Legislature has stood firmly behind 
the vocational agricultural education program in Louisiana and 
has provided the financial assistance necessary for the develop­
ment of the program.
16. The Louisiana State Board of Education has offered 
complete cooperation with the federal authorities in the de­
velopment and administration of the State Plan for Vocational 
Agricultural Education in Louisiana.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
360
17. Well qualified administrators at the state level 
have administered and supervised the program in vocational 
agricultural education in an efficient and legal manner.
18. After almost 30 years in operation it was neces­
sary for the Louisiana Legislature to again accept the pro­
visions of the Smith-Hughes Act of 1917.
19. The K Fund which provides financial assistance to 
the local vocational agricultural departments throughout 
Louisiana has provided materially for the further development 
of the vocational agricultural education program in Louisiana.
20. Federal funds for vocational education were matched 
dollar for dollar with state funds in Louisiana for the first 
time in 194^-1949.
21. The supervisory staff for vocational agricultural 
education has increased as the program has grown. Valuable 
services to the program are being rendered by the state and 
area supervisors.
22. There has been considerable turn-over in the super­
visory staff in vocational agricultural education.
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SUI#iARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
SUMMARY
The introduction of agriculture into the school cur­
ricula in Louisiana was initiated at a meeting of the State 
Board of Education in October of I903 when the board made the 
study of agriculture compulsory. However, the actual addi­
tion of agriculture to the public school curriculum in 
Louisiana was not provided for with legislative action until 
in 1910 when Act 306 was enacted.
Influential factors leading to the inauguration of 
agricultural education in the public school system of Louisiana 
were: (a) The trend toward agricultural education in schools
in the eastern and northern states— which trend spread to 
Louisiana, (b) Desire on the part of many school officials 
to reduce drop-outs by introducing attractive courses which 
would overcome the indifference of pupils attracted to these 
courses, (c) Desire to improve agricultural information in 
the public schools, (d) Desire to apply the educational 
philosophy that the main function of the public schools was 
to meet the needs of the masses who were not going to college.
The addition of agriculture to the curricula of schools 
throughout the state was deemed worthy for many reasons. Some
361
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of these reasons were: (a) It would add much wealth to the
state; (b) it would lead boys into industrious habits; and
(c) it would connect the schools with practical life.
In 1905 the Louisiana State Normal, now Northwestern 
State College of Louisiana, at Natchitoches, and Southwestern 
Louisiana Industrial Institute, at Lafayette, offered agricul­
tural training to teachers. At this time a two-year short 
course was offered in agriculture at Louisiana State University, 
The organization of the first Corn Club in Louisiana 
was an event of February 6, I90Ô, at Moreauville in Avoyelles 
Parish. V. L. Roy, then Superintendent of Schools in Avoyelles 
Parish, organized the first Corn Club. J. W. Bateman organ­
ized Corn Clubs in the fall of I9OÔ in Washington Parish where 
he was Superintendent of Schools.
One of the direct results of the organization of Corn 
Clubs was the inauguration of the teaching of agriculture in 
the public schools and the subsequent establishment of 4-H 
Clubs throughout Louisiana.
In the fall of 1909 V. L. Roy joined the staff of the 
Louisiana State University Experiment Station, where he took 
charge of the promotion of corn club work throughout the state 
and supervised the teaching of agriculture in the grammar and 
high schools of Louisiana. Thus, in 1909 the Corn Clubs became 
a part of the extension work of the College of Agriculture of 
Louisiana State University, and the teaching of agriculture 
in the public schools became a function of the state.
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Interest in the teaching of agriculture in the high 
schools of Louisiana was stimulated in 1908, and this stimu­
lation led to the establishment of seven approved departments 
of agriculture in the high schools of Louisiana during the 
regular school session of 1908-1909.
In 1908 the Legislature of Louisiana passed a law for 
the encouragement of agriculture teaching in the high schools 
and voted ^500.00 to each school maintaining a course in 
agriculture approved by the State Board of Education, Schools 
receiving state aid for teaching agriculture were later divided 
into two types. Schools of Type I were required to maintain 
from five to ten acres of land for practical agricultural in­
struction and were granted annually $1,200,00 of state money. 
Schools of Type II were not required to have land and were 
granted $400,00,
In 1910 the General Assembly appropriated $25,000.00 
annually for two years to be used in establishing agricul­
tural departments in the secondary schools of the state.
There was a considerable number of Type I schools 
throughout the period of 1913 through 1917» There were not 
many Type II schools, however, until year 1915-1916,
At a meeting of the State Board of Education in August, 
1910, requirements of the agricultural schools were established. 
If the schools were to receive a portion of the state’s ap­
propriation they were to meet the prescribed standards of the
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State Board, One of the requirements was that the school 
must have a demonstration farm of as much as five acres, in 
one body, and an option on an additional five acres which 
could be secured in the event it should be needed.
As with any new venture, there existed some opposition 
to the establishment of agricultural courses in the high schools. 
The factors responsible for the retardation with which the 
movement progressed were the highly theoretical nature of the 
courses offered, the agricultural farms connected with the 
school, and the confusing of the purpose of the agricultural 
instruction in the secondary schools with the purpose of col­
legiate instruction in the same subject. However, V, L, Roy 
reported after his appointment as Inspector of Agricultural 
Education, that the boy's agricultural club movement had met 
encouragement at the hands of farmers, businessmen, parish 
superintendents, teachers, and officials in general.
Soon after the passage of Louisiana Act No, 440 of 1914, 
permitting the hiring of supervisors, P, L, Guilbeau was ap­
pointed State Director of Agricultural Instruction— being 
employed jointly by the State Board of Education and Louisiana 
State University,
Passage of the Smith-Hughes Act by Congress in 1917 
resulted from the demands of the people throughout the United 
States who believed in the value of education in agriculture.
The demand by Louisiana citizens and the evident need of
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instruction in fundamental agriculture among farm boys in 
Louisiana influenced the establishment of vocational agri­
cultural high schools in the state.
The vocational agricultural education program in 
Louisiana^ a part of the general public education program, has 
been under the direction and supervision of men of high calibre, 
who have been a credit to the program.
Curricula offerings were meager in the early days of 
the vocational agricultural education program. The curricula, 
however, have been developed in scope and quality and now pro­
vide the type of training desired and needed by agricultural 
students.
The practice of building courses of study to meet the 
needs of students came about in the early thirties. Prior to 
this time the box system of developing the course was in use, 
and consisted of teaching farm crops the first year, animal 
production the second year, horticulture the third year, and 
farm engineering, farm management, and farm economics the 
fourth year.
Day-unit classes were organized to provide instruction 
in agriculture to students over fourteen years of age— usually 
those living in the outlying areas. It was a general practice 
for a large percent of the students dropping out of school in 
the seventh grade to remain at home on the farms. The program 
of day classes was especially beneficial to this group.
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Farm shops have been established in most of the high 
school departments of vocational agriculture in Louisiana.
These shops are helping teachers provide a well balanced pro­
gram of studies for all-day boys, part-time farmers, and 
adult farmers.
Advisory councils have been organized by teachers of 
vocational agriculture. The teachers’ programs of work are 
checked by the advisory council, which advises the teacher, 
thus enabling the teacher to provide an equitable program for 
all types of class members.
Participation of the F.F.A. in numerous activities at 
the local and state level has brought the work of agricultural 
students before the public and has aided in bringing about 
good public relations between the schools and the communities.
Departments of vocational agriculture rendered a marked 
contribution to the war effort by promoting the production of 
essential foods and feeds.
Parish, district, area, and state conferences have aided 
materially in providing instruction to teachers regarding their 
program, and in providing leadership for the entire program.
A rapid increase in the number of agricultural depart­
ments offering instruction to the out-of-school boys was noted 
during the period of 1930-1940. During the period extending 
from I917-I9I8 to 1924-192$ only the all-day classes were in 
existence.
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State Supervisor of Agricultural Education Shelby M. 
Jackson was at the head of the vocational agricultural edu­
cation program during a period of tremendous expansion in 
Louisiana. The other State Supervisors have rendered a com­
mendable job.
Hindrances have prevailed during the development of 
the agricultural educational program in Louisiana. In many 
instances the better teachers of vocational agriculture have 
left the program to go into allied agricultural positions. 
During World War II and during the Korean conflict many teach­
ers either volunteered for military service or were drafted—  
thus deterring progress in the agricultural education program 
in the state.
The enactment of federal laws to aid vocational educa­
tion has provided a stimulus to the development of vocational 
agricultural education and to other types of education.
Ten years had elapsed after vocational agriculture had 
been inaugurated in the high schools of Louisiana before the
F.F.A. Chapters were established in departments of agriculture.
Prior to the establishment of F.F.A. in departments of 
agriculture students had organized themselves into such organ­
izations as "Corn Clubs" and "Junior Farmers." Thus, there 
was need for an organization such as the F.F.A.
Even before the F.F.A. came to Louisiana organizational 
work among vocational agricultural students had been initiated
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in a number of states, especially including Virginia,
Tennessee, Arkansas, North Carolina, South Carolina, Okla­
homa, New York, New Jersey, Ohio, Utah, and Wyoming.
The pioneer efforts of the Future Farmers of Virginia 
attracted more attention Nationally than did the efforts in 
any other state because of the organization's excellent ideals, 
purposes, ceremonies, and constitution, as formulated by 
Henry G, Groseclose.
By I927-I928 the necessity of a National organization 
was very pronounced and the possibility of such an organization 
was promising. A temporary constitution was drafted after the 
pattern of the F.F.V. by the staff of the Agricultural Edu­
cation Service of the Federal Board for vocational education 
during the summer of 1928.
The Future Pelican Farmers of Louisiana was the fore­
runner to the organization of the F.F.A. in Louisiana. The 
Louisiana Association of F.F.A. was chartered on November 18, 
1930. There has been continuous growth in the number of F.F.A. 
Chapters and enrollment in these chapters since 1929.
The first two F.F.A. Chapters organized in Louisiana 
were those organized at Benton and at Eunice.
The L.S.U. associate chapter was the first collegiate 
chapter organized in the United States.
The Louisiana Association of F.F.A. provides leadership 
activities among its members by conducting and sponsoring
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activities such as; public speaking, parliamentary procedure 
contests, degree advancement of members, parent and student 
banquets, and livestock judging.
The many contests available for participation by F.F.A. 
members provide an incentive for competition among the local 
and state F.F.A. membership. The foundation awards program 
has proviaed for experiences that are helpful in developing 
leadership proficiency in farming among F.F.A. members.
The Louisiana Association of F.F.A. has gained National 
recognition for its accomplishments and has on several oc­
casions received the first-place award, and other high honors 
for being the best state organization in the nation. The 
Louisiana Association has provided two national officers— one 
was a Vice-President and the other was the National President.
Training of teachers in Louisiana is a time-honored 
practice which, in the final analysis, provides better educa­
tional opportunities for the children of the state.
There are two teacher-training departments for white 
teachers of vocational agriculture in Louisiana. They are 
the teacher training departments at Louisiana State University 
and at Southwestern Louisiana Institute. Curricula offerings 
in the teacher-training institutions appear to be adequate for 
the preparation of the beginning teacher. In-service teacher 
training likewise provides a needed service to the teachers 
of vocational agriculture.
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Adult-farmer classes were unpopular at the outset of 
the adult program for farmers. The first vocational agricul­
tural education supervisor, P. L. Guilbeau, was not optimistic 
regarding the success of the adult program.
During 1933 teachers of vocational agriculture estab­
lished home gardening programs for the benefit of the unem­
ployed in Louisiana. This was accomplished via the evening-class 
program.
The evening-class program in vocational agricultural 
education performed an important role during World War II by 
placing special emphasis on the production of essential foods. 
Emphasis was also placed on the Rural War Production Training 
program— an expansion of the evening-class program.
Part-time (young-farmer) classes were first organized 
in 1933— under the supervision of State Supervisor Shelby M. 
Jackson— when forty vocational agriculture departments inau­
gurated part-time classes. Enrollment in these classes totaled 
506 boys.
The Louisiana Legislature has stood firmly behind the 
vocational agricultural education program in Louisiana and has 
provided the financial assistance necessary for the development 
of the program.
Well qualified administrators at the state level have 
administered and supervised the program in vocational agricul­
tural education in an efficient and legal manner.
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Federal fiands for vocational education were matched 
with state funds in Louisiana for the first time in 194^-1949* 
The supervisory staff for vocational agricultural edu­
cation has increased as the program has grown. Valuable 
services to the program are being rendered by the state and 
area supervisors and by the teacher trainers from Louisiana 
State University and Southwestern Louisiana Institute.
CONCLUSIONS
The v/riter advances the following conclusions relative 
to the development of vocational agricultural education in 
Louisiana. The conclusions are as follows:
The purposes of adding agriculture to the curricula 
of the public schools were varied.
The addition of the course in agriculture to the 
school curriculum was considered to be a great step 
forward. It would add much wealth to the state; it 
would lead boys into industrious habits; and it would 
connect the schools with practical life.
There were several factors which influenced the intro­
duction of agriculture into the school’s curricula.
The trend toward agricultural and industrial educa­
tion in high schools in the eastern and northern states 
had spread to Louisiana.
Many school officials desired to reduce drop-outs 
by introducing courses which would overcome the indif­
ference of pupils by making school so attractive that 
pupils would want to attend school.
The desire to improve agricultural conditions in 
the state through the diffusion of agricultural
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information in the public schools was deemed to be 
essential. The farmers were losing much money be­
cause they lacked information regarding sound farm 
management practices.
Many educators accepted the view that the main 
function of the public schools was to meet the needs 
of the masses who would not go to college.
The organization of corn clubs in Louisiana during the
pre-vocational agricultural education period stimulated interest
in agriculture and led to the teaching of agriculture in the
elementary and high schools of Louisiana.
In the fall of 1909 V. L. Roy, who had organized 
the first corn club in Louisiana (at Moreauville) 
joined the staff of the Louisiana State University 
Experiment Station. Roy’s duties were to take charge 
of the promotion of corn club work throughout the 
state and to supervise the teaching of agriculture 
in the grammar and high schools of Louisiana.
Thus, in September of 1909 the corn clubs became 
a part of the extension work of the College of Agri­
culture of Louisiana State University, and the teaching 
of agriculture in the public schools became a function 
of the state.
Departments of agriculture in the Louisiana public 
schools once were under the supervision of the Extension De­
partment of Louisiana State University.
The Extension Department of the State University 
was designated to supervise the work of the department 
of agriculture and domestic science. Visits were made 
to the schools expressing a desire to install agricul­
tural work for the purpose of giving aid and advice 
and ascertaining whether or not such schools were pre­
pared to meet the requirements of the State Board.
During the pre-vocational period, the movement to intro­
duce agriculture courses into the secondary school curricula 
met with indifferent success.
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In some of the schools for agriculture the develop­
ment of courses was retarded by the lack of suitably 
organized materials, and by the tendency to cling to 
the traditional high school programs. The rural pop­
ulation took none too easily to book farming and were 
inclined to measure education in terms of classical 
learning.
Passage of the Smith-Hughes Act in Congress in 1917 
provided a stimulus to the development of the agricultural 
education program in Louisiana.
During the school session of 1917-1918 there were 
only 13 approved departments of agriculture in the 
Louisiana public schools with an enrollment of 130 
students. In 1952-1953 there were 239 approved de­
partments with an enrollment of 9,562 vocational 
agriculture students. The 233 approved departments 
in 1957-1958 comprised an enrollment of 10,009 
student s.
Phenomenal progress has been the result in the develop­
ment of the vocational agricultural education program in 
Louisiana, placing Louisiana's program on a par with the best 
in the nation. The program has received unprecedented sup­
port and leadership from the present and past state superin­
tendents of public education. The state administrative and 
supervisory personnel and the teacher trainers have provided 
the leadership and wisdom essential to the effective function­
ing of the program.
Last but not least, the teachers of vocational agricul­
tural education in Louisiana, along with their students, have 
carried their full share of the load in developing a better 
agriculture in the state.
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Some of the developments indicative of the expansion 
and progress in vocational agriculture are:
An improved agricultural program, better teacher 
qualifications, courses of study to meet the needs of 
students in all categories, improved curricula offerings, 
improved teaching plans and methods, provisions for 
adult education in agriculture, organization and de­
velopment of the F.F.A., and proper supervision and 
administration of the program.
Organization of the Louisiana Association of F.F.A. has 
given impetus to the further development of the vocational 
agricultural education program in Louisiana.
The active participation of the Louisiana Associa­
tion Future Farmer of America members in numerous 
activities at the local, state, and national level has 
brought recognition to the F.F.A. and to the total vo­
cational agricultural education program.
RECOMMENDATIONS
The writer makes the following recommendations on the 
basis of his findings in developing this study. The recom­
mendations are projected with the hope of providing a contri­
bution to the further development of vocational agricultural 
education in Louisiana.
It is recommended that in the future periodic studies 
be conducted on the development of vocational agricultural 
education. Conducting of such studies would be greatly en­
hanced if the State Department of Education, Vocational Agri­
cultural Education Division, and the Teacher Training Departments 
for Vocational Agricultural Education would maintain a permanent 
and current file of data pertaining to the program.
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It is further recommended that research studies be made 
of the major areas in vocational agricultural education, as 
the curriculum. This would provide for a thorough study into 
each area of the program.
It is recommended that more historical type studies be 
conducted. Some areas of agricultural education have been 
almost untouched by research, an example of which is the teach­
ing of agriculture as a part of general education.
The writer recommends that studies be made of programs 
of vocational agricultural education at the local agriculture 
department or parish level, by those seeking the Master’s 
degree.
It is recommended that in-service training be provided 
for all teachers and administrators in school systems where 
vocational agriculture is a part of the curricula. Such train­
ing would familiarize these persons vath the program and gain 
their support for the program.
It is further recommended that, in the light of changing 
conditions and needs, a study of the need for and evaluation 
of vocational education in agriculture in Louisiana be made. 
Certain re-directions of the program may be necessary, with 
certain aspects of the program to be emphasized.
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With the view of providing valid information in this 
study the writer has utilized many authoritative sources of 
data. However, one does not get a "complete" picture of the 
activities surrounding the development of vocational agricul­
tural education in Louisiana from books and other written 
materials alone. The human element in any historical activ­
ity can never be overlooked. Yet, the beliefs, dreams, doubts, 
dissentions, hardships, and often times the exact truths are 
never written up or published for benefit of future inquiries.
The writer has proposed to inject a portion of that 
information withheld from the written sources by asking a 
number of persons who have been affiliated in vocational agri­
cultural education to provide statements concerning the program 
in Louisiana. The writers contributing to this portion of the 
study, all college graduates in vocational agricultural edu­
cation, represent many worthy professions— most of whom are 
still actively engaged in agricultural and other educational 
pursuits.
Each writer invited to participate in the study was 
asked to write a narrative statement concerning any activity 
or phase of the program in which the writer participated and 
wished to relate.
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Many invaluable contributing statements were received, 
and are presented in the following pages as "first-hand" 
accounts of those who were on the scene during the development 
of vocational agricultural education in Louisiana.
V. L. Roy. V. L. Roy organized the first corn club in 
Louisiana at Moreauville (Avoyelles Parish) on February Ô,
1905. Roy was Superintendent of Schools in Avoyelles Parish 
at the time he organized the first corn club, but joined the 
staff of the Louisiana State University Experiment Station in 
1909 to devote full time to the promotion of corn club work 
in Louisiana.
The writer enjoyed a recent visit with V. L. Roy in 
his home during which he learned about the very beginning of 
the agricultural education program— from the one who started 
the program.
V. L. Roy’s comments concerning the early beginning of 
the agricultural education program in Louisiana are as follows:
It was during the early 1900’s that the subject of 
agricultural education began to be agitated over 
Louisiana, A young Lochinvar had just come out of the 
West: James B. Aswell had been elected State Super­
intendent of Education in 1904, and at once undertook 
to professionalize the office of Parish Superintendent 
of Schools. Theretofore the superintendent’s job was 
to appoint teachers and issue salary checks.
Soon trained school men were appointed in most 
parishes and a new school spirit began to spread over 
the state. Agriculture was then the state’s chief 
business, and the teaching of agriculture in the 
public schools was demanded both in and out of school 
gatherings.
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One of the results of discussions on agriculture 
in the schools was the organization of the first corn 
club in the state. This took place on February 8,
1908, at Moreauville (Avoyelles Parish). I was then 
school superintendent of that parish, and knew how 
inefficient and unsuccessful the growth of corn in the 
state was. I believed that the best way to make over 
corn growing in Louisiana was to start with the farm 
boys, of whom some three hundred attended the organi­
zational meeting of the corn club.
Professor W, R. Dodson who was then director of the 
Louisiana Experiment Stations was my chief advisor in 
the new project. He not only attended the Moreauville 
meeting, but instructed the boys in the growth and 
culture of corn, dwelling particularly on the prepara­
tion of the soil, its fertilization and cultivation.
The need and importance of an improved variety of seed 
corn was dwelt upon. The variety selected was Shaw’s 
Improved, and Professor Dodson had made arrangements 
for the free distribution of the seed.
The meeting added tremendously to the general 
interest in corn growing and sent out some three hun­
dred boys determined to grow the best corn crops in 
their locality. At once, enthusiasm in corn growing 
spread over the entire state. Over fifteen other 
parishes immediately organized corn clubs of their 
own. The State Bankers’ Association made a liberal 
donation to promote the work. Plans were laid for dis­
play of 10-ear specimens at several parish agricultural 
fairs by the boys of the club.
During 1907 the production of corn in Louisiana 
averaged 15 bushels to the acre. When returns came in 
of the work of the club boys, showing that yields of 
40 and 50 bushels had been achieved in many cases, the 
interest in corn clubs reached every part of the state 
and led to the organization of many other parish clubs 
in 1909.
One of the direct results of the organization of 
the corn club was to promote the demand for the teaching 
of agriculture in the public schools and another was 
the establishment of the 4-H Clubs, which followed in
1909-1911.
In the fall of 1909, Professor Dodson invited me 
to join the staff of the Experiment Stations and take 
charge of the promotion of corn club work throughout
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the state and of the teaching of agriculture in the 
grammar grades and high schools of the state. Thus, 
it was that on September 1, 1909, that the corn clubs 
began to be a part of the extension work of the College 
of Agriculture of Louisiana State University and the 
promotion of agricultural education in the public schools 
became a state function. This work was done in co­
operation with the U. S. Department of Agriculture and 
was guided by Dr. Seaman A. Knapp, then domiciled in 
Washington, D. C. Dr. Knapp immediately conceived the 
idea of organizing the boys and girls of the South into 
vocational agricultural clubs, and this was the origin 
of the 4-H Clubs, which today have a membership in 
Louisiana of over 90,000. It was at a meeting of seven 
corn club agents from the South, held at Dr. Knapp * s 
home in Washington in 1910, that he explained the plan 
and purposes of the 4-H Clubs.
Upon assuming charge of the teaching of agriculture 
in the public schools of Louisiana in September, 1909, 
my first task was to visit every school that had there­
tofore undertaken the teaching of some courses in agri­
culture or was ready to do so. The early requirements 
for admission of schools into the agricultural group 
were the setting aside of a field and garden plot of 
not less than one acre, the employment, as a member of 
the teaching staff of the school, of an agricultural 
college graduate, and purchase of the necessary imple­
ments and equipment for the practical growing of 
Louisiana farm crops. By I9II half of the parishes of 
the state had established agricultural teaching in one 
or more schools.
On July 1, 1911, I was elected president of the State 
Normal College at Natchitoches, and resigned my double 
job of promoting the establishment of agricultural in­
struction in the state. My successor in that work was
E. S. Richardson who carried on successfully for many 
years.
One of the agencies in the state that contributed 
most to the successful spread of agricultural education 
in the early days was the State Fair of Louisiana. 
Beginning with the year 1909 the displays of corn and 
other products by the Boys' Corn Club of the state 
attracted state-wide attention, lent impetus to the 
growing interest in agricultural education. The first 
prize at the first corn club display was won by Stephen
G. Henry of Natchitoches Parish, now member of the staff 
of the Ethyl Corporation in Baton Rouge.
(Signed) V. L. Roy
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J. W. Bateman. J. W. Bateman organized corn clubs 
in Washington Parish in the fall of 1908, during which time 
he was Superintendent of Schools in the parish. Bateman has 
served in many positions of leadership in the agricultural 
and educational fields in Louisiana. (See Plate XIV, which 
is a picture of J. W. Bateman.)
The writer has had the pleasure of visiting with J. W. 
Bateman in his home on several occasions and has learned 
many interesting facts pertaining to the early development of 
vocational agricultural education in Louisiana.
Bateman’s report follows:
The development of agricultural education in Louisiana 
during the half of a century is a fascinating story for 
all those who have had a part in this accomplishment.
It sounds like a fairy tale to one who had the experience 
of trying to arouse interest in the subject of agricul­
ture between 1905-1910, when even the scholars Imew 
so little, and research had so little to offer. The 
farmers had very little faith in what was being advo­
cated by book farmers (teachers), and most of them sent 
their children to school so that they could enter the 
professions and thus escape the drudgery connected with 
farming. The farming operation generally consisted of 
a one horse plow and a hoe; there were no labor saving 
machines or tools and no home conveniences as exist today, 
such as: window and door screens, fans, running water,
refrigeration, and washing machines. I often wonder 
how we managed to live in the country, and yet I was 
reared in a family of ten children, all of whom were 
strong and healthy.
Against this background of near primitive conditions, 
it is amazing to observe the modern farm homes with all 
the conveniences, and the farm equipment composed of 
tractors, four-row planters, cultivators, grain harvesters, 
hay bailers.
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Plate XIV
f ' , '
J« W. Bateman, organized corn club 
in Washington Parish in 1908.
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This climb from no home conveniences and no farm 
equipment, and down right prejudice against change to 
the mechanized farm and home of today, is the end pro­
duct of agricultural education.
The efforts to introduce the teaching of agricul­
ture into the schools was only one of the many efforts 
on the part of a few to improve farm life. There was 
much agitation for important legislation; there was 
widespread effort at collective buying and selling 
(co-operative). There was also many failures.
In this environment there was also a drive for the 
teaching of agriculture in the colleges and high schools. 
The school garden movement, from 1904-1910, stimulated 
interest in the agricultural work. Other factors which 
promoted interest in the agricultural work included the 
area agriculture high schools with a demonstration fa­
cility including farm equipment, the corn clubs, and 
finally the vocational agricultural departments in the 
high schools (The Smith-Hughes Schools).
My own experience in the development of agricultural 
education began in Washington Parish where I was rural 
teacher. High School Principal and Superintendent of 
Education.
The school garden trial was instituted in about 
1907 by a visit of a noted educator from Indiana whose 
name was 0. J. Kern, and a state leader whose name was 
C. J. Brown. These two men provided a great influence 
on the school garden program. The school board in 
Washington Parish employed Tom Mixon to look after the 
school gardens and to organize corn clubs. About this 
time a man whose name was Smith (Corn Club Smith) from 
Mississippi was getting a lot of recognition for his 
efforts in corn club work.
During I9O8-I909 the agricultural high schools were 
being established. An agriculture department was estab­
lished at Rio in Washington Parish although the farming 
population was sparse. The school board had sold the 
timber from a l6th section and had retained 40 acres 
of land. We were to receive $1,000.00 from the state.
We employed L. J. Howley, an A and M graduate from 
Georgia, to be in charge of the agricultural school.
The facilities for the agricultural work comprised a 
barn, a mule, and a limited supply of tools for culti­
vation.
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Although the community leaders supported the 
school, the boys refused to work on the farm. They 
would plow at home if it was necessary for them to 
learn to plow, but they had come to school to learn 
something. The school was finally moved to Franklinton 
and afterwards abandoned. As I recall, the agricul­
ture high schools at Chesbrough, Oak Grove, Noble, 
Stonewall and Houma met with similar fate.
The writer was called to the State Normal at 
Natchitoches in 1912 to organize and head a Depart­
ment of Rural Education. There were two members on 
the faculty who were teaching agriculture at the 
Normal whose names were Hamilton and Francis Merriman. 
Hamilton now lives in Lincoln Parish where he farms.
Mr. V. L. Roy, then President of the Normal, and 
C. J. Brown, then Supervisor of Rural Schools in the 
Department of Education, inspired the Rural Education 
movement. It was anticipated that the cause in rural 
education (agriculture) would provide the needed train­
ing for teachers who were to hold teaching positions 
in the rural areas. Rural people were in need of train­
ing in health, recreation and in the rural movement in 
general. The report of the "Roosevelt Country Life 
Commission," (Theodore Roosevelt) of which Walter H.
Page was a member, was one of the text or reference 
books required to be studied.
It must be remembered that opposition to training 
in agriculture or a study of agriculture was not con­
fined to farmers. This training was more effectively 
opposed by professional teachers who maintained the 
idea that only the basic subjects should be taught in 
the high schools. There are some today, 1959» with the 
same concept.
At the present the study of agriculture is highly 
specialized, and there is much to learn in any of the 
specialized fields, such as agronomy and horticulture.
Considering all the highly trained personnel in the 
agricultural colleges and in every parish in the state, 
there is no wonder that such progress has been made in 
the field of agriculture. The field of agriculture con­
tinues to challenge the talents and efforts of the best 
persons and offers a place for one seeking both profit and 
pleasure.
(Signed) J. W. Bateman
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Shelby M. Jackson. Shelby M, Jackson has contributed 
much to the development of vocational agricultural education 
and to the total educational program in Louisiana for more than 
thirty years.
Jackson has served the Louisiana Public School System 
as teacher of vocational agriculture. Assistant and State 
Supervisor of Vocational Agricultural Education and is presently 
the State Superintendent of Education. One is well aware of 
the continuous progress that has been made in education during 
Jackson’s tenure as Supervisor of Vocational Agricultural Edu­
cation and as State Superintendent of Education.
A few of the many contributions made to vocational agri­
cultural education by Jackson are related in his statement, 
as follows;
The vocational agriculture education program in the 
State of Louisiana, which is an integral part of the 
total program of education, has played an important 
role in the development of a better state. Through 
vocational agriculture training, farmers and future 
farmers have been given instruction which has aided 
and is still aiding them to be proficient in the farming 
occupations.
Marked improvement has been made in the farming 
operations and the conservation of the resources; and 
high standards of living have been realized for the 
rural people. There has been continuous improvement 
of livestock and crops, the rural homes, and facilities 
on the farms; and a greater enrichment program for 
rural families has been realized in bringing about more 
happiness and contentment from rural life.
The Future Farmers of America organization, the 
youth organization in the vocational agriculture edu­
cation program, has continually provided for the rural
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youth of the state opportunities to develop leader­
ship, citizenship, and the practices necessary for 
good farming operations.
Prior to coining to the State Department of Educa­
tion, I was a teacher of vocational agriculture in 
the Benton and Plain Dealing High Schools of Bossier 
Parish, In 1927 I organized the first chapter of 
Future Farmers of America in the state, and in 1931 I 
came to the State Department of Education as Assistant 
Supervisor of Vocational Agriculture and during that 
time aided in the further development of the Future 
Farmers of America program throughout Louisiana. From 
that date on through 1945 I was the State Advisor of 
the Louisiana Association of Future Farmers of America 
and during the time that national awards were given to 
State Associations, Louisiana held enviable records on 
Future Farmers of America accomplxshments. There are 
plaques in the State Office today showing first place, 
second place, and third place awards during the entire 
period that I was State Advisor of the Louisiana Associ­
ation of Future Farmers of America. We never did rate 
below third place in the United States.
In 1932 I was promoted to the position of Supervisor 
of Vocational Agriculture and held this position until 
1945* During that period the out-of-school youth pro­
gram was developed as well as adult evening classes for 
farmers. Stress was placed on a complete and total 
program of vocational agriculture in developing plans 
in cooperation with the advisory council and the school 
boards on meeting the needs of the community where the 
department was established and providing instruction 
for youth and adults on all levels in keeping with the 
needs of the area served.
It is well to keep in mind that a sound farm program, 
a good home, and the conservation of human and natural 
resources are important, sound, and practical at all 
times. Since there is a definite need for continually 
improving the health conditions at all times, food pres­
ervation laboratories were established throughout the 
state in providing training for youth and adults and 
the conservation of food products. Approximately 135 
food preservation laboratories were established during 
the period that I was Supervisor of Vocational Agricul­
ture.
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Vocational agriculture departments and farm shops 
were provided throughout the state in connection with 
the school plants in order to develop better training 
facilities for the youth and adults in this important 
program. The departments of vocational agriculture 
were increased rapidly during this period. There were 
31 when I became Supervisor of Vocational Agriculture 
in 1932, and there were over 300 when I went out as 
Supervisor of Vocational Agriculture in 1945» The 
results of this complete training for youth and adults 
in these areas can be seen today where there are better 
homes, farms, and citizens established throughout the 
state.
During the time that I was State Supervisor of Vo­
cational Agriculture, we obtained state funds from the 
Louisiana Legislature for the first time in history. 
Then, when I became State Superintendent of Public Edu­
cation, upon my recommendation the federal funds for 
vocational education were matched and also funds were 
provided on the state level to develop the facilities 
in the high schools for carrying on this program.
When people learn about improvements they desire 
to improve their farm and home conditions, thus improv­
ing living standards and bringing about more happiness 
and contentment from rural life. The vocational agri­
culture program not only teaches youth and adults on 
farming but the entire program of instruction helps to 
bring about modern conveniences to the community, im­
proves the standards of living on the farm, increases 
the income and purchasing power of the farmer, lays 
the foundation for a healthier people, brings the com­
munity closer together, and opens the way for a far 
more attractive and profitable way of life in the rural 
areas of the state. There is no doubt in my mind that 
this type of training helps to develop strong young 
people so that when they go out into the world they are 
better trained and more capable of taking their places 
in life. It gives us a citizenship that can tackle and 
solve the problems of the state and nation and helps 
to build morale among the people.
(Signed) Shelby M. Jackson
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A. Larriviere. A. Larriviere has a lengthy tenure of 
service in the vocational agricultural education field, having 
served as teacher and supervisor of vocational agriculture and 
as Head of the Teacher-Training Department of Vocational Agri­
cultural Education at Southwestern Louisiana Institute. 
Larriviere is now Assistant State Superintendent for Special 
Services. Larriviere offers the following interesting comments:
It was the year 1929 that I got my first job as 
teacher of vocational agriculture in the Sunset com­
munity in St. Landry Parish. At that particular time 
there were approximately seventy departments of voca­
tional agriculture in the State of Louisiana. Agricul­
ture teachers in those days made approximately $150.00 
per month. If I remember correctly, at that time cars 
were selling for around $750.00 and gasoline was 15^ 
a gallon. Even at that an agriculture teacher did not 
have much left at the end of the month. Most of the 
roads at that time were gravel and flat tires were 
very frequent.
I shall always remember my first year as a teacher 
of vocational agriculture because I firmly believe that 
I should have paid the school board for the privilege 
of having the experience instead of the school board 
paying me. The Louisiana Association of Future Farmers 
of America was just beginning during that year and I 
was fortunate in having had the first State President 
of the Association. He was elected during the state 
fair in Shreveport where a small state meeting was held 
during that year. The school year 1929-30 was a memorial 
year in my experience because my boys and I stopped an 
epidemic of black leg in the community. Strange as it 
may seem, up to that time the farmers of that prosperous 
community had never heard of the disease called black 
leg. The agriculture teachers in this state had con­
siderable to do in educating the farmers in preventing 
various livestock diseases. Furthermore, during those 
days very few farmers in that community and in many 
parts of the state bought fertilizers by chemical anal­
ysis. During that same era the State Department of Edu­
cation sponsored a contest to select the master teacher 
of vocational agriculture. I was fortunate to have been
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selected as the second master teacher of vocational 
agriculture in the State of Louisiana. Our present 
State Superintendent of Education was the first teacher 
to receive that award in 192S-1929.
I spent two more years as a teacher of vocational 
agriculture in the Sunset community where I participated 
in the development of evening and part-time classes.
On November 1, 1932, I entered upon a much broader 
service in the field of vocational agriculture when I 
became Assistant to the State Supervisor of Vocational 
Agriculture with the State Department of Education. 
Records will show that I'̂r. Shelby M. Jackson, who is 
now State Superintendent of Education, was at that time 
State Supervisor of Vocational Agriculture. He and I 
being very young at that time started to promote the 
establishment of vocational agriculture departments 
throughout the state and in every community where such 
a program was needed. While not boasting, I do want 
to say that to accomplish what we set out to accomplish 
was a day and night proposition. Vocational agriculture 
flourished under Mr. Jackson’s administration to the 
point where he was nationally recognized as a leader in 
vocational education. From the few departments we had 
in the early 30’s, by 1944 over two hundred departments 
had been established. During that period of time the 
Legislature came to our rescue many times by giving us 
funds for promoting the program. From 1932 to 1944 
evening classes for farmers and young farmers flourished. 
And too, the Louisiana Association of Future Farmers 
of America was selected many times as an outstanding 
State Association in the Nation.
From 1945 to 1951 I had the pleasure of organizing 
the teacher training department of vocational agricul­
ture at Southwestern Louisiana Institute in Lafayette.
It was indeed a pleasure during those years to have 
trained hundreds of young men as agriculture teachers 
who have become employed as teachers, and others who 
have gone in many other lines of endeavor.
I can truthfully say that the twenty years or more 
that I spent in the field of vocational agriculture have 
been years of happiness and satisfaction because I feel 
that those years were well spent in helping to develop 
a program which is so vital to society. If I had to
live my life over, I could not think of anything better
that I could do to serve my country and to live a happier
life than to be an agriculture teacher.
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IVhile I am not now directly connected with voca­
tional agriculture, I feel that the years spent in 
that field gave me the experience needed for the type 
of work in which I am now engaged,
(Signed) A. Larriviere
A. E. Robinson. A, E. Robinson has served vocational 
agricultural education in Louisiana in various positions of 
leadership. These positions include that of teacher of voca­
tional agriculture, Area and Assistant State Supervisor of 
Vocational Agriculture and Executive Secretary of the Louisiana 
Association of F.F.A.
Robinson is now Assistant State Superintendent for Voca­
tional Education, where he is continuing to promote the total 
vocational education program.
Robinson's statement follows:
Prior to the school session 1931-1932, it was cus­
tomary to teach vocational agriculture to the students 
enrolled in grades Ô-11 in a sequence involving animal 
production for one year, crop production for another 
year, and so on through each of the four years of in­
struction, incorporating as much instruction in agri­
culture as possible during the four years. This method 
of instruction was out of context with the sequence 
experienced by the farm boy in conducting his supervised 
farming program. The change made in that year by which 
each student developed a supervised farming program for 
the years anticipated in his vocational agriculture 
instruction, and the arrangement of the managerial and 
operative jobs to be done in connection with his work 
so that his study might be done at the same time that 
such work was actually being experienced in his farming 
enterprises, placed real meaning to instruction in voca­
tional agriculture education. The method of instruction 
in vocational agriculture education, resulting from this 
action by which an analysis was made by the student of
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the jobs to be done and studies associated with each 
job, placed real meaning on the subject matter. I-îany 
teachers in other areas of instruction have emulated 
this method in programs of instruction.
A real challenge was presented to vocational agri­
culture education teachers during the depression years 
to provide programs of instruction for both youth and 
adults that would help them in their economic strife. 
Teachers of vocational agriculture education accepted 
this challenge throughout the state and nation and pro­
vided instruction that resulted in untold benefits for 
farm people, hew cash enterprises were introduced into 
communities by agriculture teachers which, in many cases, 
made it possible for farmers to secure additional cash.
The production and preservation of food for family use, 
as taught by vocational agriculture teachers, proved 
to be one of the most important factors in maintaining 
the farm family food supply when cash was not available 
to purchase some of the basic foods.
TrVhen this nation was engaged in World War II, the 
production of food became one of the serious problems 
facing us. Vocational agriculture teachers were called 
upon to speed up production of food and fiber through 
programs of instruction. In my estimation, th‘=-. resulting 
increased production of food and fiber needed by this 
nation and her allies, played an important part in the 
final outcome of the War. Had it not been for the fact 
that teachers of vocational agriculture education through­
out the nation were in a position to give this instruction 
to farm groups, teaching them how to increase production, 
it might well have been that millions of American citizens 
would have suffered acute food deficiencies during the 
War years.
The changes that have been made in Louisiana agri­
culture during the past 30 years have been gradual, yet 
when one has the opportunity to look at the program today 
in light of what existed in 1929 the effect of vocational 
agriculture education can be appreciated. The teaching 
of vocational agriculture to youth preparing for the 
farming occupation, young men in the process of being 
established in farming, and adults engaged in the occu­
pation has been responsible for many of the changes.
When we see the fine livestock on the farms in Louisiana 
today; when we look at the row crops of today and think 
of what the situation was 30 years ago; when we see the
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lush pastures and fine timber land of our state; and 
many other comparisons that might be made, let us 
never gorget that these things did not just happenI 
They came about as the result of a better educated 
people who were better prepared to make the most out 
of farming.
(Signed) A, E. Robinson
J. Ç. Floyd. J. C. Floyd began his teaching career in 
the Gilbert High School and was later teacher of vocational 
agriculture and Principal at the Olla-Standard School in 
LaSalle Parish. He joined the faculty of the Teacher-Train­
ing Department as Professor Agricultural Education at Louisiana 
State University in 1931, where he continues to serve as Head 
of the Vocational Agricultural Education Department and Di­
rector of the School of Vocational Education.
Floyd’s statement follows:
In attempting to recapitulate some of the interest­
ing and high points in my experiences in the field of 
Vocational Agriculture after some thirty-nine years 
will be quite an undertaking for me.
I returned to Louisiana State University after 
some two years of military service in the First World 
War and found a new curriculum in the College of Agri­
culture with Professor J. G. Lee, Jr., heading the 
department. I had a talk with Professor Lee and soon 
found what one might term a new love and immediately 
pitched my lot with this new program.
At the close of the summer session, though not yet 
a college graduate, I was offered and accepted the 
position of teacher of Vocational Agriculture in the 
Gilbert High School, Gilbert, Louisiana. There was 
plenty for me to learn as I had not had any practice 
teaching experience and had not had many of the pro­
fessional courses that were in the curriculum.
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Upon arriving in Gilbert, I was given keys to the 
school and received some council from the Principal,
!'1r. S. K, Chenault, I immediately explored the equip­
ment and supplies. In this equipment I found, among 
many items, a kerosene burner, egg incubator and a 
set of syringes for livestock vaccination. Since I 
had not had training in the operation of either of 
these I thought I had better do something about some 
techniques and skills. On further examination of the 
syringes, I found that the teacher of Vocational Agri­
culture of the previous year had used them, using 
bloody serium, and that he did not wash and care for 
them as he should have, so I had some additional ex­
perience getting them in working order. Then on along 
with this experience I had attempted to put the incuba­
tor into operation, but I failed to follow instructions 
that I later found on the incubator. Consequently, I 
had soot hanging in strings over the entire room. This 
called for more cleaning and reading to become acquainted 
with the operation procedure, i mastered these diffi­
culties to the extent of being able to conduct them 
satisfactorily. I mention these problems to show that 
a person who is interested in overcoming difficulties 
can, with a little encouraging and a determination, 
overcome most of his difficulties.
When I went to Gilbert, there were about thirty 
white departments of Vocational Agriculture in opera­
tion in the state.
At this time each department had to have a farm in 
connection with his work. There was a farm at Gilbert 
consisting of some 25 acres most of which was in trees- 
some of which had been cut but not removed from the 
ground. The removing of these trees, cutting the ones 
that had not been cut, and removing them and then laying 
out necessary ditches to drain the land became the job 
of the teacher of Vocational Agriculture and one old 
colored man that was the farm hand. If there are any 
who doubt that clearing new ground of overgroivn trees 
and then plowing such land with farm equipment that was 
supplied to this school was a most difficult job, then 
I believe that he should look for that type of experience.
Our teaching program then consisted of crops one 
year, then livestock for one year, then Horticulture 
and Agricultural Engineering for one year, and finally 
a year of farm economics and farm management. This 
procedure was followed until about 1934 when a new idea
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was presented where the teaching program was to be 
built by the teacher of Vocational Agriculture ac­
cording to the way that farmers farm in their com­
munities. Many of the teachers were skeptical of 
this change and it was necessary for some careful 
schooling on the part of teacher trainers; we had 
summer classes in which farm enterprises were analy­
zed into farm jobs and these jobs developed into 
teaching assignments and these lesson plans were 
handed out to all teachers for teaching purposes.
We lived to regret this contribution in that some 
teachers without any attempt to use them as guides, 
as they were planned to be used, used them just as 
they were planned. Some of these lessons were used 
by some teachers for more than fifteen years. In 
such cases, of course, there was little mental de­
velopment on the part of those teachers.
I remember one teacher saying to me upon my visit 
to his school, "Prof., you all ruined by teaching 
when you removed the textbook from my teaching.” He 
just could not see that the change was moving into 
real Vocational Agriculture and out of Vocal Agricul­
ture.
One other narration and it is this, we had a summer 
conference of teachers of Vocational Agriculture an­
nually, and sometime during the conference the roll of 
teachers was called and the teacher would stand and 
read off a list of activities in which he participated 
during the preceding school year. This list with some 
teachers were voluminous, including every activity- 
participated in and the number of persons involved from 
teaching Sunday School to terracing land. It was rather 
embarrassing for some of us who had not been a good book­
keeper or who had not conducted many activities.
This could go on but there must be an end to all 
things, so I will conclude this by saying that I am 
glad that I chose Vocational Agriculture and that I 
am regretful that I did not give more to its cause.
(Signed) J. C. Floyd
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J. R. Caldwell, J. R. Caldwell was on the scene as 
teacher of vocational agriculture in 1919-1920, and is still 
on the scene as teacher of vocational agriculture in the 
Opelousas High School.
Caldwell relates many interesting experiences that 
occurred during the formulation period of the vocational agri­
cultural education program in Louisiana, with particular em­
phasis on the period of 1919-1929— his first ten years of 
teaching vocational agriculture. He also pays tribute to two 
of the early leaders in vocational agricultural education who 
were on the scene at the outset of the program, and whose 
contributions to the program are still being reflected in 
today's program.
Caldwell's statement follows:
I wish to pay tribute to two very outstanding men 
who inaugurated the Vocational Agricultural Education 
Program in Louisiana, Plr. P. L. Guilbeau, State Super­
visor of Agricultural Schools, State Department of 
Education; and Professor J. G. Lee, Jr., Head of the 
Agricultural Teacher Division of Louisiana State Univer­
sity.
Mr. P. L. Guilbeau was truly an organizer and a 
missionary for agricultural education throughout 
Louisiana and the South. He was responsible for 
"selling" the Program to the Principals and Parish 
Superintendents of schools where he felt a department 
of vocational agriculture should be established. When 
a school agreed to teach vocational agriculture, he 
demanded that the agriculture department have a lab­
oratory plot or a "school farm," where the students 
might put into practice what they had learned in the 
classroom. Vocational agriculture was taught for at 
least ninety minutes daily, and Guilbeau saw to it 
that every student enrolled in agriculture had a 
satisfacotry supervised farm practice program on his 
home farm. A list of enterprises and supplementary
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farm work for each individual student was sent to 
the supervisors office in the State Department of 
Education. If the student's program was inadequate, 
according to Îir. Guilbeau's standards, his teacher 
would get a letter to that effect. To secure a unit 
of credit in Agriculture, the student had to show 
records of the satisfactory completion of his pro­
gram.
Ivir. Guilbeau was very positive with his teachers 
of vocational agriculture, and demanded a full pro­
gram in classroom and supervised farm practice work, 
yet he was very loyal to his teachers and gave them 
all assistance possible in moving them to new posi­
tions and in smoothing out difficulties with Parish 
Superintendents or School Principals.
Professor J. G. Lee, Jr., or "Major" Lee, to the 
older agriculture teachers, was the man who took over 
the development of a Teacher-Training Program for Vo­
cational Agriculture Education at Louisiana State 
University, immediately after the passage of the Smith- 
Hughes Act. A better instructor and course of study 
organizer could not have been found. Drafted from 
Southwestern Louisiana Institute where he was the head 
of the newly organized College of Agriculture, Lee 
took over at Louisiana State University in September 
of 1917. "Major" Lee quickly organized a Course of 
Study for the newly established Agricultural Education 
Department. His instruction proved to be very ef­
fective in educating students to become teachers in 
an entirely new field of teaching. He also worked 
out a Course of Study as an outline for Vocational 
Agriculture Teachers to follow in the instruction of 
students over a period of one year. "Major" Lee was 
familiar with the types of farming and the kind of 
people living in every section of Louisiana and in­
stilled in his trainees the kind of "learning" neces­
sary to fit into the particular location in the State 
where they were sent to teach boys vocational agricul­
ture.
Mr. P. L. Guilbeau, as the State Supervisor, and 
Professor J. G. Lee, Jr., worked perfectly as a team 
in launching the Vocational Agricultural Education Pro­
gram in Louisiana. In a remarkably short time after 
the passage of the Smith-Hughes Act, the Agricultural 
Education Department had trained sufficient teachers 
for I4r. Guilbeau to establish about thirty vocational 
agriculture departments by the time I began my teach­
ing career early in 1920.
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In the middle of the 1919-20 School Session, I replaced a teacher who had some difficulty with his Principal. The position was in a hon-Vocational or "State" School, as an Agriculture Teacher and teach­ing two other subjects. The place was a "sawmill" town, called Eros, about twenty miles from Ruston, Louisiana. After teaching about four months, a tarnado destroyed the school buildings and a major portion of the tovm. The high school was given per­mission to close for the session, and I returned home. Very fortunately, I had been employed as an instructor in Agronomy at Louisiana State University for the Summer Session of 1920, after my graduation that spring.
Since there was a shortage of fully qualified teachers for the fairly new field in Vocational Agri­culture, I'ir. Guilbeau had no problem in placing the graduates of the Teacher-Training Department of Louisiana State University. Prior to completing my duties as Agronomy Instructor and upon completion of some undergraduate work during the 1920 Summer Session,I had been employed to teach Vocational Agriculture at Marksville High School, Marksville, Louisiana, effective September 1, 1920.
Marksville, situated in the exact georgaphical center of the state, was an ideal place for me to begin my career as a teacher of Vocational Agriculture. Agri­culture was the life and the existence of every citizen in the community and parish. Practically every family in the community earned their livelihood from crops and livestock. Practically all townspeople kept family milk cows and grew a garden.
Marksville was the site of the only department of Vocational Agriculture in the parish. The only other agriculturally trained man in the parish, besides myself, was the county agent. Together, we had the responsibility of working together on a parish, rather than a community, program of work in the improvement of the existing types of agriculture being practiced at that time.
At Marksville, there was a very well equipped and adequate classroom at the high school which had been provided for my predecessor. On the school farm, ad­joining the school grounds, sweet potatoes were pro­duced in addition to the conventional crops as cotton and corn, which was produced on all farms in the community. The sweet potatoes were cured and stored in a specially constructed sweet potato storage house
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located on the school farm. They were sold before 
storage to patrons of the school, and taken out of 
storage as consumed by their families. Another in­
estimable contribution of the school farm to the com­
munity was a registered guernsey bull, named "Dad,” 
which was used for a number of years to improve the 
milk production of the "family" cows in the community 
and parish. According to the information at hand, 
this was the first introduction of guernsey cattle 
into Louisiana.
Perhaps the most impressive and valuable lessons 
learned during my first ten years of teaching Voca­
tional Agriculture, was the selection of crops and 
livestock for exhibit at local, parish, area, district 
or State Fairs or shows. ï̂r. Guilbeau truly believed 
that superior products of a farmer's or student's toil 
should be shown to the public for their appreciation 
of the fine work that could be accomplished by rural 
people, young and old.
The State Fair of Louisiana, held during October 
each year at Shreveport, was the climax of the year's 
work in Vocational Agriculture in Louisiana. Each 
teacher of Vocational Agriculture in Louisiana was 
expected to ship an agricultural school as well as 
individual student exhibits to the State Fair by 
express collect. In addition, the teacher was ex­
pected to bring a livestock judging team of three 
members to compete in the State Livestock Judging 
Contest held during the State Fair. In the late 1920's, 
the "Future Pelican Farmers" held their first meetings 
during the State Fair.
In summing up my experiences as a teacher of Voca­
tional Agriculture, I believe they were the hardest, 
yet the most productive and pleasant of all experiences. 
The lessons that Major Lee taught at the University 
and at the summer conferences and the ironclad super­
vision of Mr. P. L. Guilbeau got the job done so 
effectively during these first years that Louisiana 
now boasts of the finest program of Vocational Edu­
cation in the entire nation.
(Signed) J. R. Caldwell
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
398
H. J. Braud. H. J. Braud was first on the scene as 
teacher of vocational agriculture at the Leon Godchaux High 
School, at Reserve. Later he served in the capacity of agri­
culture teacher and Principal at Dutchtovm,
In September of 1946 Braud joined the faculty as Sub­
ject Matter Specialist in the Vocational Agricultural Educa­
tion Department at Louisiana State University, which position 
he still maintains.
B r a n d ’s statement follows;
Looking back at the program of Vocational Agricul­ture in Louisiana reveals pleasant memories and some degree of personal satisfaction of having been an "active member" for 35 years in a program that has made a distinct contribution to the rural people of the state.
Having known personally and worked with every State Director; Area Supervisor; and Teacher Trainer of Vocational Agriculture in the State, I am firm in my belief that much credit for the development and success of the program is due largely to the hard work, vision and leadership of these men.
The growth in number of departments from 13 with an enrollment of about 150 students in 1917 to 233 with an enrollment of 10,000 day students enrolled in 1958 is significant. The out-of-school program for young and adult farmers considered desirable 15 years ago is now deemed essential because of the technological and business know-how necessary for successful farming.
Being a "new" teacher the year the first Future Pelican Farmer Chapter was organized in the state and being one of the pioneer F.F.A. Chapter Advisors offers personal satisfaction for having had a part in developing an organization that assists farm boys. The training of rural agricultural leaders, state and American farmers, and State and National Public Speakers is truly a high light of the program.
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The present day modern Agriculture Department 
with adequate facilities as compared to the former 
agriculture classroom that "used to be the storeroom" 
is a step forward toward greater accomplishments.
Though types of farming may change, agriculture 
in Louisiana is still growing. With approximately 
50 percent of the teachers having earned Master's 
Degrees, modern facilities, sympathetic communities, 
the program of vocational agriculture should continue 
to meet the educational needs of our rural people and 
make even greater contributions during the next 40 
year period.
(Signed) Harry J. Braud
L. L. Price. L. L. Price was on the scene in 1932- 
1933 as an active teacher of vocational agriculture in 
Louisiana, and later advanced to agricultural work at the 
college level. Price is presently Head of the Agricultural 
Department at Northeast State College at Monroe.
Price's statement follows:
Yes, I, L. L. Price, was on the scene, a student 
of vocational agricultural education when students at 
L.S.U. were asked to sell tickets at $1.00 each to 
raise funds to purchase the F.F.A. Camp at Pollock.
I was there when the associate chapter of F.F.A. was 
organized at L.S.U. I was there when Alpha Tau Alpha 
was organized in the Department of Agricultural Edu­
cation and served as an installing officer. I was 
there as a teacher in Ida High School when Phi Delta 
Kappa was organized at L.S.U. and was the only active 
teacher of vocational agriculture to become a charter 
member.
I was there, a teacher of vocational agriculture 
in the Ward Five High School of Caldwell Parish when 
the A.A.A. was organized and farmers plowed up cotton. 
I was there in a community very hilly but completely 
unterraced. I ran terrace lines throughout three 
wards that year of 1932-33. I was there as a teacher 
of vocational agriculture in the Grayson High School
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when the Caldwell Parish T ruck G r o w e r s  A ssociation 
wa s  organized, I served as its S e c r e t a r y - T r e a s u r e r  
and taught six evening schools on the growing and 
ma r k e t i n g  of tomatoes. ' We shipped 69 carloads that 
year, 1933-34.
Yes, I was there, when the late Dr. H. L. Davenport 
and Dr. J. C. Floyd shared with their classes a sense 
of responsibility one owes the community and people 
you were to serve. I was not only a member, but if 
eligible an officer in every organization of the three 
communities I served as vocational agriculture teacher.
I was there when the State Supervisor called and 
asked me to take the job in Ida in 1934* I did not 
want to leave the place I had. He insisted that I 
would be able to render a greater service. I was there 
in August, 1934, unacquainted v/ith the community, but 
had to help put on a Parish Fair and exhibit in the 
State Fair. Again I found a community in bad need of 
terracing and over-run with all the ills of its live­
stock.
I was there in all three schools when evening and 
part-time classes were needed. I had one part-time 
class and from four to six evening classes in each of 
the three communities. I was there when shop work was 
introduced in Louisiana. I converted an old well pump 
house into my shop. I was there when Community Fair 
time came. I had a printed catalogue giving cash prizes 
as well as ribbons. It was truly a community organization. 
It did call for the president of the local F.F.A. Chapter 
to be its president.
I wa s  there when c o mmunity r e c r e a t i o n  w a s  organized,
I supervised a recreational p r o g r a m  for both y outh and 
adults.
Yes, I was there when the Silver Beaver Award was 
made for outstanding service to boys. I was there in 
1937 when a Louisiana teacher of vocational agriculture 
was named Master Teacher of the Southern Region for the 
first time.
(Signed) L. L. Price
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F. D. Gravois» F, D. Gravois joined the ranks of 
the Louisiana agriculture teachers during 1926-1927 after 
having taught science and mathematics for five years. Gravois 
has remained in the position of teacher of vocational agricul­
ture at Edgard High School until the present.
A statement from Gravois follows:
During my tenure as teacher of vocational agricul­
ture I have marveled at the great number of changes 
that have taken place since 1926. Farming was done 
in 1926 by hand with crude implements, hand plows and 
livestock, principally mules. A gradual change took 
place due to a great number of factors. However, the 
trend has been toward improved practices; better 
varieties, breeds and methods, and better farm machin­
ery. All of these factors make for a better agriculture,
(Signed) F. D. Gravois
J. 0. Hebert. J. 0. Hebert was first associated with 
the program in vocational agricultural education in 1920—  
soon after the program had gotten under way. After many years 
of successful service as teacher of vocational agriculture, 
Hebert joined the ranks of the school administrators and is 
presently Principal of the Pine Prairie High School.
Hebert's statement follows:
My first contact with vocational agriculture was 
in 1920. Following my discharge from the Student Army 
Training Corps in late 1918, I taught mathematics and 
science in the Scott High School, Lafayette Parish.
In May 1920, Mr. W. 0. Perrault, then Superintendent 
of St. Martin Parish, offered me the job of vocational 
agriculture teacher in the Breaux Bridge High School.
I accepted, only to find out soon afterwards that I 
did not meet the qualifications as required by the 
Smith-Hughes Act of I917.
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After finding out that there would be no federal 
reimbursement coming to St. Martin Parish if I persisted 
in taking the job, I advised Mr. Perrault to destroy 
the contract. I decided to enter L.S.U. to qualify as 
a teacher of Vocational Agriculture. All of my voca­
tional education in agriculture work was scheduled 
under Major J. G. Lee, Jr., my former agriculture 
teacher at Southwestern Louisiana Institute, who had 
become the first Teacher Trainer in Vocational Agri­
culture at Louisiana State University. In I-my, 1921,
I received the B. S. Degree in Vocational Education 
in Agriculture and accepted a job in St. Landry Parish 
as Principal and vocational agriculture teacher in the 
Grand Prairie High School. It was under the leadership 
of Mr. W. B. Prescott, Superintendent of St. Landry 
Parish, that I launched into vocational agriculture 
work.
Grand Prairie was one of the older high school de­
partments in St. Landry Parish, and with the help and 
cooperation of Superintendent Prescott, it became one 
of the first Vocational Agriculture High Schools in 
the parish. I saw it advanced to a full fledged Smith- 
Hughes Department and a few years later it was among 
the first departments to get a charter for Future 
Farmers of America activities in St. Landry Parish.
Since 1932, the number of Vocational Agriculture De­
partments and F.F.A. Chapters has grown to eleven in 
the parish.
There has been at least fifteen graduates from 
the Grand Prairie High School to pursue the study of 
agriculture in college. Most of these have taught 
vocational agriculture and the others have followed 
in other professions related to agriculture. Several 
other former students and graduates have become estab­
lished in farming.
(Signed) J. 0. Hebert
W. L. Bruner. W. L. Bruner was a teacher of vocational 
agriculture back in 1921, and relates a few of his experiences, 
as follows:
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I started teaching vocational agriculture back 
in 1921. Conditions surrounding farming as well as 
everything else were quite different from those 
existing today.
Probably one of the things that stand out in my 
memory, was the non use of commercial fertilizer, 
which is so common today. I can recall that the only 
way I could get my students to use commercial ferti­
lizer on their projects was to buy the fertilizer and 
guarantee the boy and especially the father that if 
the fertilizer did not more than pay for itself he 
would not owe me anything. I was fortunate enough 
not to ever have to pay for the fertilizer.
I recall another incident of having to personally 
produce eggs from a flock of hens without a rooster, 
before I could convince boys and parents that it could 
be done successfully.
(Signed) W. L. Bruner
D. Ç. Brumfield. D. C. Brumfield has enjoyed much 
success as teacher of vocational agriculture in Louisiana, 
a position he continues to successfully fill.
A statement from Brumfield follows:
A most unusual and rewarding experience of this 
teacher of vocational agriculture occurred when a car 
load of farmers drove up to his home at Merryville, 
Louisiana, in the fall of 1935, and asked the teacher 
if he would come down to their community and teach an 
adult farmer class at night every two weeks. This class 
was organized and taught for eight years.
Three other classes were organized in 1936-37 in 
community centers of the Merryville school area. No 
special effort was required to get farmers to attend 
as they wanted the instruction. Poultry, livestock, 
and crop problems were taught. A 24-lb. sack of 
flower was given at each class meeting which was 
furnished by local merchants. This was merely an 
attendance prize.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
404
It was generally known what time and night each 
class had its meeting. There was no need of newspaper 
articles or post cards to announce the meeting.
Through an oversight, no announcement v/as made 
about the regular meeting which occurred during 
Christmas week vacation. About an hour before the 
regular meeting time, this teacher's vâfe called his 
attention to the meeting. He hastily prepared a few 
notes and drove to the Long Pine center and there sat 
21 men waiting for him. The meeting proved to be a 
most enjoyable experience for the teacher of agricul­
ture.
(Signed) D. C. Brumfield
H. E. Crawford. H. E. Crawford, a former teacher of 
vocational agriculture and later county agent in Winn Parish, 
has participated in and observed the development of the agri­
cultural education program in Louisiana for the past thirty 
years. He now operates a large farm in Winn Parish.
Crawford’s statement follows:
Having given the vocational agriculture program 
considerable thought over a period of more than thirty 
years, no doubt the all-day classes are rated the 
number one phase of the program. However, the adult 
or evening-class phase has a definite place in the 
program, and from a practical informational standpoint 
should be rated high.
This phase of the agricultural program has always 
been underemphasized and neglected by many vocational 
agriculture teachers.
In the early days of the adult program the agricul­
ture teacher conducted the class usually without the 
aid of a specialist. Interest often lagged in the 
classes and farmers ceased to attend.
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For the past two years the writer has been a 
regular member of an adult class in agriculture.
The procedure of conducting the class has been 
greatly improved. The agriculture teacher serves 
as a promoter and organizer of the class. Then, 
vhLth the aid of the members of the class the desired 
subject matter content to be learned is outlined and 
speakers (specialists) for each subject are suggested.
The information gained through such instruction 
has been of untold value to the writer in the opera­
tion of his farm. Other class members have been 
equally benefited by the adult classes.
(Signed) H. E. Crawford
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APPENDIX I
STATE OFFICERS, LOUISIAI'IA ASSOCIATION OF FUTURE 
FARÎ iERS OF AIŒRICA, 1929-1958
1929-30
Office Officer’s Name Chapter
President Eric Guilbeau Sunset
Vice-President Lester Lacy Sulphur
Secretary-Treasurer Edward Landry Erath
Reporter Ambrose Cousans Carencro




President J. L. Escude Jîansura
Vice-President Willie Abreo Leon Godchaux
Secretary Elbert Arnold Sunset
Treasurer Elbert Arnold Sunset
Reporter Ford Stinson Benton




President Cecil Brewer Pollock
First Vice-President C. A. Duplantis, Jr. Houma
Second Vice-President C, A, Gardiner Sunset
Secretary Curtis Merritt Benton
Treasurer Sidney Adger Benton
Reporter Alvin Carte Iota
Advi sor S. M, Jackson, Depart­
ment of Education
Baton Rouge



































































J. Roy LeBlanc, Jr. 
Earl Hernandez 
























George Roberts, Jr. 
Rudolph Badeaux 



















P arli ament ari an 
Advisor and Exec­
utive Secretary
1 9 3 6 -3 7
Officer's Name
Eric Waller 




























Jimmie Lee Fontenot 
Delbert Estes 
George Parker, Jr. 
Emil McCarty
F. P. Bordelon, Jr. 
John Smith 
Lester î-îalone 

































































J. D. Teer, Jr. 
Chester Dupont 


































































































G. R. Breaux, Jr. 
Nelson Stelly 
Cecil Stanford 
Louis J. Faquier 
Roy Broussard 
























































Ewell Paul Roy 





Seymour Smith, Jr. 
Edwin Holdsworth 
Kermit Coulon 

















President Ewell Paul Roy Hessmer
First Vice-President Kermit Coulon Hessmer
Second Vice-President E. B. Packer, Jr. Slidell
Third Vice-President Paul Delhomme Breaux Bridge
Fourth Vice-President Woody Dry Oak Grove









Advisors S. M. Jackson, Depart­ Baton Rouge
ment of Education (7 months)
D. C. Lavergne Baton Rouge






First Vice-President J. E. Hamlet, Jr. Pollock
Second Vice-President Alvin Guidry Breaux Bridge
Third Vice-President Wilford Spivey Haynesville
Fourth Vice-President John Trosclair Breaux Bridge
Student Secretary John Lanier Hammond
Treasurer Dudley Breaux Sunset
Reporter Eugene Rozas Cottonport
Advi sor D. C. Lavergne Baton Rouge













J. E. Hamlet, Jr. 
Walter John Laborde 
Combs Copes, Jr.

































1 9 4 8 -4 9
Officer's Name
J. E. Hamlet, Jr. 
Abner Babin 
Clifford Calais 







































I“Iarlan Marc ant el 
Jimmy Billion 




























A. P. LeBlanc 




Simon W. Marcotte 


































Herman Taylor, Jr, 
Joe Don Powell 
Walter Daniels 
Glen Turner 











































































































































Ralph Newman, Jr. 
Garney Gautreau 
tîac McCullin 





































































Krving Hayes, Jr. 
David Ducote 
James Simmons 
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1937-36 F. P. Bordelon, Jr.
1936-39 James Bachemin
1939-40 Not Known
1940-4I Vernon E. Shirley
1941-42 Not Known
1942-43 Bobby Smith
1943-44 Lee Flatus Branton
1944-45 Not Known
1945-46 Don A. Garland
1946-47 William B, McLemore, Jr.
1947-46 John E. McPherson
1948-49 Herman Taylor, Jr.
1949-50 Fred Jones
1950-5I Joe Don Powell
1951-52 Karie Blades
1952-53 Henry Gordon Vaught
1953-54 Sam Friedman
1954-55 Titus Albarado
1955-56 John Dale Landry
1956-57 T. C. Calmes
1957-56 Charles Lynn Berry
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APPENDIX III
STATE WINNING TEAI5 IN THE FUTURE FARI-IERS 
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APPENDIX IV
STATE F.F.A. PUBLIC SPEAKING CONTEST WINNERS
Year Name Chapter
1931 Earl Arthurs Olla-Standard
1932 Arnold Smith Colfax
1933 William Guidry Teche (Breaux 
Bridge)
1934 Page Hollis Spearsville
(Lillie)
1935 Nolan Hebert Judice (Duson)1936 Eric Waller Dodson
1937 Louis Gagnard Hessmer
1933 Earl Nunley Logansport
1939 Chester Smith Rosepine
1940 Lamberth Carsey Merryville
1941 Dan Atteberry Hathaway1942 H. D. Hutson Mt. Hermon
1943 J. H. Barr Epps
1944 Sidney Fiaxwell Merryville
1945 H. L. Yelverton Kilbourne
1946 Seymour Smith, Jr. Sunset
1947 Jerry Lee Guillory Hessmer
1943 Woodrow Hearne Ruston
1949 Jerry Coleman I4ansfield1950 Herman Taylor, Jr. Natchitoches
1951 Bobby Boulet Larose Cut-Off1952 Calvin Boudreaux Thibodaux
1953 Rayford Nix Natchitoches
1954 Eugene Sikes Greensburg
1955 Merritt Dearman Delhi1956 Gordon Crawford Gonzales
1957 Albert Lazarus Ruston
1953 Rodney Brock Thibodaux
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APPENDIX V
WINNERS OF STATE BEST CHAPTER CONTEST
Year Charter








1941-42 Châtaignier and Sunset




1946-47 Sunset and Hessmer
1947-4S Evergreen and Slidell
I94S-49 Evergreen and Slidell
1949-50 Mangham and Erath
1950-51 Sulphur and Mt. Carmel
1951-52 Delhi and Mt. Carmel
1952-53 Slidell and Delhi
1953-54 Slidell, Delhi, and Anacoco
1954-55 Delhi, Slidell, and Sulphur
1955-56 Delhi, Slidell, and Sulphur
1956-57 Kinder, Delhi, and Sulphur
1957-56 Delhi, Sulphur, and Slidell
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APPENDIX VI
FARM ELECTRIFICATION AWARD WINNERS
Year Winner Chapter
1949-50 Baker Miller Vinton
1950-51 Carl Delaney, Jr. St. Francisville
1951-52 Claud I. Murphy, Jr. Dodson
1952-53 E. J. Dugas Assumption
1953-54 Henry Troth Zachary
1954-55 Bobby Bickham St. Francisville
1955-56 Allen Simon Meaux
1956-57 William Yates Slidell
1957-58 Alvin Wendt, Jr. Dodson
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APPENDIX VII
FARI'I mCHANICS AWARD WINNERS
Year Winner Chapter
1946-47 William B. McLemore, Jr. Gilbert
1947-48 Constant Pitre *
1948-49 * *
1949-50 Boyce Simmons Amite
1950-51 Kenneth Roberts Kilbourne
1951-52 Edgar Ray Lewis Haynesville
1952-53 M e  key Vivien Slidell
1953-54 Lawrence Wagner Albany
1954-55 Jack Palmer Ponchatoula
1955-56 Edward Kelly Vinton
1956-57 Warren J. Stine Vinton
1957-58 Oscar Lee Stine Vinton
'"No Data
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G irl*s Name 
Janice Hendrick 
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John A, Landry 
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DANFORTH FOUNDATION AWARD WINNERS
1944-45
Winner
Milton Gene Scoggins 
Manuel Van Dugas 
Joseph Eugene Penny 
Ewell Paul Roy 








Eugene A. Rozas 
J. E. Hamlet, Jr. 
Warren A. Meadows 
Dan Harper







Willie Lewis Duhon 
William A. Brinkhaus 
Joe Bruce Evans 
J. E. Hamlet, Jr.







J. E. Hamlet, Jr.
Howard Cannon 
Leo Charles Labbe 
Donald Ray Lewis 
H. L. Bennett (Alternate) 












Dave J, DeFelice (Advisor) 
Walter LaBorde 








Sam Dale, Jr. (Advisor) 
Jimmy Dillon 
Charles Belleau 








James Milton Burns 








Larry Thaxton Byrd 
Hughie Ray Alford 
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Donald Ray Cowick Donnie Ray Wilburn







Bill Lambert Fred McLemore
1956-57
KinderSulphur
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Billy John Burns 







Andrew Couch Leon Huff
David I»îarcantel F. A. Hoshman
Winnfield 
Oak Grove(West Carroll) FentonSt. Francisville
IIIIIIIV
1951-52
Trentice Van Johnson Roy SmithJohn Floyd Fontenot Michael Fisher
Pleasant Hill Oak Grove Lacassine St. Francisville
1952-53





Henry 0. Harvey Joe Fenton Gene Simmons
Mer Rouge Evans Welsh Chesbrough
452





1 9 5 4 -5 5
Winners
James Bailey, Jr. James G. Head James Ray Bobby Bickham
Chapter




Allen Williams Albert Lazarus 





Ned Wynn James Craig King 
Eddie R. Price Irving Hayes, Jr.




Jimmy Carlton Turner Benson Guidry Gene Ronald Clement
Oak GroveSulphurThibodaux
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BIOGRAPHY
John H. Mitchell, the son of E. D. latchell and Lula 
Luther Mitchell, was born and reared in Winn Parish near 
Montgomery, Louisiana,
He received his elementary education in the iVheeling 
Elementary school and graduated from the Atlanta High School 
in May, 1939» After one year he enrolled at Northwestern 
State College to study agriculture.
After two years at Northwestern the writer entered the 
United States Army, He served three years, two of which were 
in the Asiatic Pacific, as a combat infantryman. He later 
served in a reserve component of the Army as Company Commander 
of an Infantry Company,
Upon being discharged from the service in February of 
1946, the writer continued his education and was graduated from 
Louisiana State University in June, 1948 with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Vocational Agricultural Education. He re­
ceived the Master of Science degree in Vocational Agricultural 
Education from Louisiana State University in August, 1953.
The writer has been employed as a teacher of Vocational 
Agriculture and Science in the Winn Parish School System since 
1948, having taught at the Winnfield High School since 1951.
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